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Reverend Dr. Jermaine D Covington, Pastor                SEP 2019 

Angela Brown, Editor                  

St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
A Church Without Walls 

7700 Crosswoods Drive, Columbus, Ohio  43235 
Phone:  614.888.0894 ~ Fax:  614.888.8145 

Colors:   Gold on Black 

St. John AMEC Newsletter 

All information to be published in monthly newsletter or Sunday bulletin must be turned in to 

the Church Office no later than Wednesday 1:00 pm for the upcoming Sunday. 

Friday, September 6 to  
Saturday, September 7 

2019 Men’s Retreat:    September 20-21st 

Theme: 
In Step with the Spirit 
Scripture:  Galatians 5:24-26 

(Background: Galatians 5:13-23) 
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CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
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Want to send a birthday wish?   
If you’d like to send a birthday card  

or gift, please turn into the  
Church Office. 

NAME DAY  NAME DAY 

Jane-Marie Pierre 1  Michael Ducksworth 16 

Titilayo Mumuni 1  Rodney Hubbard 17 

Michael Carter 2  Shelly Lawler 17 

Stephan Neylan 2  Ronald Bradley 17 

Carlos Freeman 3  Aniyah N. Strickland 18 

Eric Foreman 5  Stephanie Sambroak 18 

Amanda Collins 7  George Ware 19 

Grace Williams 7  Lee Briscoe 19 

Shelley C Lawler 7  Gloria Green 20 

Pam Flowers 8  Jude Diegue 20 

Ralph Robinson 8  Sydney Smoot 20 

Richard Pruitt 9  John E Flinn 20 

Amber Williams 10  Tarrah Gaither 20 

Diandra Banks 11  Lydia Sanders 21 

Alicia Cleveland 12  Nichole Meredith 22 

Collin Murdock 12  Lynn Beatty 23 

James  III. Bage 12  Nevaeh Jones 23 

Sheila Renee Young 12  Wendell P. Milton 23 

Kande Pleasant 13  Angelo Brown 25 

Kim Bellard 14  Darron L. Barge 28 

Kristina Green 15  Lynae Cummings 28 

Carole Knox 16  Ahsan Miller 29 

Esther Bage 16  Erica Cooper 29 

Marcus Beasley 16    
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Needed:  

Social Media  

Coordinator  
Works with St. John AME 

Church leadership and 

youth to submit relevant 

and timely posts to social media applications where St John has a 

presence! Posts should be relevant to the vision, ministry of St. John 

AMEC, the AME 3rd District, and the AME Church as well as pro-

vide spiritual, social and civil relevance, guidance and support! 

  

This is a volunteer position subject to change based on outreach, 

application and positive feedback! Minimum age is 16!  

 
See Sister Charlowe Tyree for more information. 

New Member Classes will be held on  
Sunday, September 15th and Sunday, September 22nd  

in the Cry Room at 9:00 am.   

Please contact Sister Cindi Montgomery with questions.  



5 

 

The St. John AME Church Foundation, established in 1986, was 
founded to assist in the long term financial support of the 
church’s religious, social, and community programs. The St. 
John AME Church Foundation is a tax exempt organization sep-
arate from, but allied to, St. John AME Church. 
 
The foundation encourages church ministries to request funds 
for projects or activities that meet the mission of the church - to 
be a Christ centered church without walls serving God, saving 
souls and serving the community, and also activities which meet 
the Foundation By Laws.  
 
Funds generated will come from interests and dividends earned 
from investments of the organization. Some of the recent grants 
awarded were to the YPD for the Quadrennial Conference, care 
packages for our college bound students, and support for our 
Haiti missions trips. 
 
For more information regarding the St. John AME Church Foun-
dation and how your ministry can request funds, please contact 
our president, Phillipa Houston (614) 736-3680, or visit our web-
site (https://stjohnfoundation.wixsite.com/5013c). 

 

St. John AME Church Foundation 
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More information to come! 

See Rev. Cheryl Taylor with any questions. 
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Foreign Missions Ministry 
HERE AM I.  SEND ME  (Isaiah 6:8)                                           
 

Thank you St. John!  You have blessed the children of 
Haiti with over 100 jars of peanut butter.  We will be 
taking your donation to Lifeline to be shipped to the mission in 
Grand Goave where it may be the only source of protein for many. 
 

This donation may literally save lives of babies whose mothers 

are unable to nurse due to poor nutrition.  We are the hands and 
feet of Jesus on the mission field and we cannot serve without the 
help of each and every one of you!    
 

Please continue to bring your peanut butter to the 

church.   Lifeline is sending peanut butter to the mission 

on an ongoing basis and St. John can be a partner in bless-
ing the children of Haiti! 
 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me!”   
Matthew 24:40 

The St. John AME Church Tutorial Ministry  
offers assistance to students in grades K-12 in the St. John AME 

community in Science, Mathematics, Reading, and Writing. We 

will begin the week of September 15th, for the 2019-2020 academ-

ic school year. Sessions are free, one-on-one, normally held at 

the church, and scheduled at times that are convenient for the 

student, parent, and tutor.  
 

If you are interested in arranging for tutoring for your student OR 

interested in being a volunteer tutor, 

please contact  

Dr. A. Marie Garraway Deep at  
amgarraway@aol.com,  

614-888-5176(H) or 614-561-0161(C). 

We currently need math and sci-

ence tutors at the middle and high 

school levels and also reading 

tutors.  
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  WE REALLY CAN SURVIVE OUR MESSES 
 

The preached word on last Lord's Day really blessed me.  St John, I saw and 
heard what we need to be about each time we come together.  Souls came and 
lay on the altar praising and supplicating God for whatever is needed.  I bless 
God for stopping by St John in the person of the Holy Spirit.  Pastor asked us to 
pray for the person next to us which is what I did.  From the sound of praise in 
the air, I believe everyone present prayed audibly also.  The atmosphere was 
alive and electrified as the Spirit move on every heart.  Souls were added to the 
church.  Can anyone say they were not blessed as they left St John on that 
wonderful Sunday morning? 
 
Corinthians 13:5-6 (KJV)  
5  Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?  
6  But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates. 

 
This first Sunday in September is another “Examine Yourself Day”.  As we come 
to the Communion Table, please do an inward examination.  See if there is any-
thing that should be confessed to God or to one another.  I have had to do that 
in the past and I guarantee it is a freeing action.  We cannot approach God and 
be at odds with one another or have unconfessed sins in our hearts.  May I ex-
hort everyone to pray as David prayed in Psalm 51: 
 
Psalm 51:1-3 (KJV)  
1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving kindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.  
2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

 
Pastor used Joseph as an example of how to survive a messy situation.  RUN!  
I confess I did not run sometimes when I should and could have and the mess 
kept up longer than it should have.  Finally I had the sense to cry out to God as 
Peter did when he began to sink.  Jesus immediately reached down into the 
water to pull Peter to the surface.  I don't know about anyone else but I am try-
ing to work on my reflex actions when it comes to the adversary coming against 
me.  I need to kick in my prayer weapon and the sword of the Spirit to vanquish 
the enemy right away.  I trust that all of us are doing that very thing so that Pas-
tor did not preach in vain.  If you want to know what one of my situations was, 
just ask me after worship and I will be glad to share my experience. 
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 BTW,  I want to remind us that if a prayer request is entered on the Website it 
will be prayed over by more than one person.  There is a team of intercessors 
who labor each day to lift persons and situations to God.  I am happy to report 
that a three year old child in St Jude Hospital (Memphis, TN) was given only 72 
hours to live.  Word came that the child is still with us and the tumor may be 
treatable with chemo.  GOD IS REALLY, TRULY, UNEQUIVOCALLY good! 
 
Finally, when you bow at the altar please don't forget to pray for me.  I love you 
all in Jesus' name. 
 
Evangelist Sunny Adams 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE TO AUXILIARY LEADERS: 
 

We are beginning our 2020 budgeting process. We need your 

input to be sure we are preparing a strong budgeting year. 
 

Your budgets have been placed in your mailboxes. Please pick 

them up and review them.  If there are any changes or requests, 

they will need to be returned with your request by September 15th 

to the Finance committee for review.  If there is no response by 

that date, the budget will be considered flat for the 2020 year. 
 

The sooner you can review them, the more effective this 2020 

budget process will be.  I look forward to a Great 2020 for St John 

and all of our Auxiliaries!  GOD Day to you all! 
 

Please contact Wendell Sanders with any questions or concerns 

at cell 614-226-6144 or email CCWEEBS@YAHOO.COM.  

mailto:CCWEEBS@YAHOO.COM
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 From the desk of: 

Minister of Christian Education 
Reverend Cheryl Taylor  

 
The Christian Education Department is responsible for providing infor-
mation to educate and inspire you in your Christian growth. The follow-
ing is a bit of interesting information about our founder Richard Allen. 
     
Richard Allen was born into slavery on February 14, 1760, on the Delaware 
property of Benjamin Chew. When he was a child Allen and his family were 
sold to Stokeley Sturgis, who had a plantation in Delaware. When Sturgis had 
financial problems he sold Richard's mother and two of his five siblings. Allen 
had an older brother and sister left with him and the three began to attend 
meetings of the local Methodist Society, which was welcoming to slaves and 
free blacks. They were encouraged by their master Sturgis although he was 
unconverted. Richard taught himself to read and write. He joined the Method-
ists at 17. He began evangelizing and attracted criticism from local slave own-
ers.  
 
Allen and his brother redoubled their efforts for Sturgis so that no one could 
say his slaves did not do well because of religion.  
 
The Reverend Freeborn Garrettson, who had freed his own slaves in 1775, 
began to preach in Delaware. He was among many Methodist and Baptist min-
isters after the American Revolutionary War who encouraged slaveholders to 
emancipate their people. When Garrettson visited the Sturgis plantation to 
preach, Allen's master was touched by this declaration and began to give con-
sideration to the thought that holding slaves was sinful. Sturgis was soon con-
vinced that slavery was wrong and offered his slaves an opportunity to buy 
their freedom. Allen performed extra work to earn the money and bought his 
freedom in 1780, when he changed his name from "Negro Richard" to 
"Richard Allen."  
 
Allen's first wife was named Flora. They were married on October 19, 1790. 
She worked very closely with him during the early years of establishing the 
church, from 1787 to 1799. They attended church school and worked together 
purchasing land, which was eventually donated to the church or rented out to 
families. Flora died on March 11, 1801, after a long illness. Scholars do not 
know if they had any children. After moving to Philadelphia, Allen married 
Sarah Bass, a freed slave from Virginia. She had moved to Philadelphia as a 
child and the couple met around 1800. Richard and Sarah Allen had six chil-
dren. Sarah Allen was highly active in what became the AME Church and is 
called the "Founding Mother."  
 
Source: Wikipedia 
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St. John AME Church 

Book Club  
Pick Of The Month.   

We will meet to discuss the 
book in Mid October. Enjoy!!! 

Contact Rev. Cheryl Taylor with questions. 
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Cell Group Meeting 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 Peter 4:10 
"As each has received a gift, use it to serve one-

another, as good stewards of God's varied grace."  
 

The Stewardship Cell Group meets every 3rd Sunday in the 
church library!  Join us right after service on Sunday, September 

15th as we study the biblical principles of Christian stewardship.  
 

Remember, God owns it all! We're just administrators acting on 

His behalf! Contact Sis. Fanita Cheek for more information.  
 

Contact Sis. Fanita Cheek at  

614-284-6304 with any questions. 

Saturday, September 14th 

12:00 Noon at St. John AME Church.   
 
All members are encouraged to attend as we plan to work on 
our brochure, plan for our Yule-Tide event and start discussing 
our activities for 2020! WOW!!!!  
 
New members are welcomed! Looking forward to seeing new 
faces!!!!  For further information please contact: 
Sister Clarice Davies at 614 962 5029  
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Blessings all! This is the day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and 
be glad in it! As Bill Withers sings, " And I know it's gonna be, A love-

ly day, A lovely day...." Yes, it is lovely because God has made it! 
When we wake up, let's wake up knowing it's going to be a lovely 

day.....no doubt! I tell you, the day is even lovelier when I am feeling 
in tip-top shape! Take advantage of each and every lovely day by 

living a healthy lifestyle and reaping the many benefits of good 
health ;) 

As I have noted in previous columns, September is National Child-
hood Obesity Awareness Month and there is no time but the present to of course be aware but 

more importantly to take some action to get our kids healthy.  

One i in 5 children in the United States have obesity. Childhood obesity puts kids at risk for health 

problems that were once seen only in adults, like type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart 

disease.  

The good news? Childhood obesity can be prevented. We can work together to create opportuni-

ties for kids to eat healthier and get more active. We can also:  

 Encourage families to make small changes, like keeping fresh fruit within reach or going on a 

family walk after dinner.  

 Motivate teachers and administrators to make schools healthier.  Help them provide healthy 

food options and daily physical activities for students.  

 Ask doctors and nurses to be leaders in their communities by supporting programs to pre-

vent childhood obesity.  

 Encourage your kids to help you plan and cook healthy meals.  

 Exercise, Exercise, Exercise!  

 Make creative snacks for your kids, like "ants on a 
log" (celery with peanut butter and raisins)! 

Also, during September:  

 Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month  

 Prostate Cancer Awareness Month  

 National Suicide Prevention Week (Sept. 8–14)  

 World Suicide Prevention Day (Sept. 10)  

 National Women’s Health and Fitness Day (Sept. 25)  

 Family Health and Fitness Day (Sept. 28)  

Busy month! You can find information about any of the above awareness topics and events on the 

web!  Contact Sister Shirley Seward with any questions. 
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To register for this event, please go to the church website  

www. STJOHNAMECCOL.ORG, on the Home page scroll to the 

above flyer and click the page to complete the form. 
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TIPS FOR THE CHURCH MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
(CMS) 

 

SHELBY NEXT ChMS TIP #1 
 

DOMAIN NAME to Log into Shelby Next webs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOMAIN NAME:  STJOHNAMECOLOH  
 

Shelby Next WEBSITE URL:  
stjohnammecoloh.shelbynextchms.com  

 
FUNCTIONS YOU CAN DO ONCE LOGGED IN: 
 Change Password 
 Add members to your family 
 View your Giving record for the year 
 Join or unjoin a ministry 
 Update your profile information, e.g. birthday, email, 

cell phone  
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SHELBY NEXT ChMS TIP #2 

  

TO ACCESS MOBILE APP ON YOUR SMARTPHONE! 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

 Go to your APP store for your phone 
 

 In Search field, enter “Shelby Next Membership”, (not 
Shelby Next Giving) and download app! 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Make sure you enter ‘stjohnamecoloh’ in the Domain 
field; do NOT try to erase what appears to the right of 
the decimal point.  The whole domain name should 
read ‘stjohnamecoloh.shelbynextchms.com’ 

 

 Enter your username and password from the Shelby 
Next ChMS website, You should have received an email 
from St John if you have never logged into the website. 
If you do not have or have forgotten your login creden-
tials, please contact the Church secretary or Church Ad-
ministrator. 
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SHELBY NEXT ChMS TIP #3 

  
ARE YOU RECEIVING CHURCH WIDE  
EMAILS AND TEXT MESSAGES? 

 No, Log into Shelby Next ChMS website or mobile app 
and access your Profile:  on website, click on initials in 
upper right corner to get to the View Profile link; on 
your mobile app, click on name (picture) at bottom on 
screen, then click on Edit link on the lower right cor-
ner 

 

 On website, click on Edit, the 2nd tab from the left 
 

 Once on the Edit screen, whether website or mobile 
app, update your email address and your cell number; 
click on Save! 

 

 All changes will go into a proposed state until the 
church administrator approves the change, (typically 
within 24 hours). 

  
WOULD YOU LIKE TO CHANGE YOUR  

PASSWORD? 
 

 Yes, Log into Shelby Next ChMS website or mobile app 
and access your Profile:  on website, click on initials in 
upper right corner to get to the View Profile link & 
then go to the Account tab; on your mobile app, click 
on name (picture) at bottom on screen, scroll down to 
the bottom of the screen, then click on the last option 
on the screen “Change Password” 

 

 Once on the Edit screen, whether website or mobile 
app, update your password; click on Save/OK! 

 

 The change should take place immediately! 
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 Monthly Financial Report - August 

Giving Tithes & Offering to St John AME Church Online 
 

Please see page 26-27 for giving options. 
See Sister Charlowe Tyree with any giving questions and/or  

for additional information. 
 

Total  $56,361.14 

Tithes/Offerings 44,666.81 

Rent 4,545.00 

Summer Day Camp 2,945.00 

Women’s Retreat 2,400.00 

Men’s Day 620.00 

Building Fund 575.33 

Women's Missionary Society (WMS) 179.00 

Special Offerings 170.00 

Special Events 100.00 

School Supplies 50.00 

YPD/Missionary 45.00 

Lay Organization 40.00 

Benevolence 25.00 

Join us each Sunday at 10:00 am 

for your worship experience! 
Church School begins at 9:00 am each Sunday 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday – Friday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm  

Email:  stjohnamechurch@rrohio.com 

Website:  www.stjohnameccol.org 

CMS Domain Name: stjohnamecoloh 

Church Office Phone: (614) 888-0894 / Fax: (614) 888-8145 

Pastor:  After Hours (Call or text): (937) 532-4021  

http://www.stjohnameccol.org
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 ST. JOHN AME CHURCH EVENTS & MEETINGS  

Each Sunday 9;00 am Church School for Adults and Youth 

Each Monday 6:15 pm Line Dancing  /  6:30 pm  Zumba Exercise   
Each Tuesday 7:00 pm  Pastor’s Bible Study   
Each Wednesday 6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study  / Women’s Bible Study  

Saturday 15th  
Sunday 22nd 

9:00 am New Member’s Class  (Cry Room) 
Please direct any questions to Sister Cindi Montgomery  

1st Tuesday Trustee Meeting    2nd  Tuesday  Steward Board Mtg 3rd  Tuesday  Finance Mtg 

 
1 Sun 9:00 am Church School / 10:00 am Worship Service/HOLY COMMUNION 

2 Mon  

6-7 Fri 2019 Women’s Retreat—Mohican Lodge & Conference Center 

8 Sun 9:00 am Church School / 10:00 am Worship Service / BAPTISM 

13 Fri 5:45 pm  YPD Friday Night Live (More info to come!) 

14 Sat 
9:00 am  Lay Organization Meeting 

12:00 pm  Young At Heart Seniors Ministry Meeting (Pg 12) 

15 Sun 
9:00 am Church School / 10:00 am Worship Service 

IAWS  Stewardship Cell Group Meeting / Security Ministry Meeting 

Tutorial Ministry begins / Leadership Budgets Deadline to turn in  

22 Sun ****Church Anniversary—- 122 Years**** 

22 Sun 
2019 ANNUAL MEN’S DAY CELEBRATION 

9:00 am Church School / 10:00 am Worship Service 

23 Mon 6:00 pm  St. John Foundation Meeting 

29 Sun 
9:00 am Church School/New Member Class  /  10:00 am Worship Service  

11:30 am  Health & Wellness Ministry Meeting 

Support the Ambryn Welch Mental Health Awareness Day (Pg 14) 

Save the date:  Friday, December 6, 2019 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RENEWAL SERVICE 

St. John AME Church Book Club “The Bluest Eye” by Toni Morrison (Pg 11) 


