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March 13, 2020 

Members of St. John, 

Greetings in the matchless and protective name of Jesus Christ! This missive serves as official notice 

for all officers, leaders, and members of St. John AME Church. I profoundly wish to admonish you 

with the following verse of scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV) “if my people, which are called by my 

name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 

I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 

Presently, everyone is set on edge with the conversation surrounding CONVID-19. Businesses, 

organizations, schools, etc. are seeking direction for appropriate measures to ensure public safety. 

Yesterday Gov. Mark DeWine issued the following ban on public gatherings of over 100 people: “there 

is now in place a ban on mass gatherings of 100 or more people. It includes auditoriums, stadiums, 

arenas, large conference rooms, meeting halls, cafeterias, parades, fairs, and festivals.” The Governor 

also mentioned that this ban will exclude airports, hospitals, shopping malls, typical office 

environments, restaurants and grocery stores. This ban does not, and I repeat does not apply to religious 

gatherings for exercising First Amendment protected speech.  

Brothers and Sisters, while this epidemic may create cause for concern, I encourage you to maintain 

your faith and trust in Almighty God! For certainly in the time of trouble God will hide us in his 

pavilion and give us peace instead of panic. I have met with our office staff and leaders and have 

instituted the following protocol for worship services here at the church: 

1. Have faith, pray, and please use common sense! 

2. If you are sick, please stay home until you feel better. 

3. Hand sanitizer will be readily available, please see an usher or greeter. 

4. Hymnals and Bibles have been removed from the sanctuary. 

5. The morning hymn, liturgy, and scriptures will be on the screen. 

6. Medical professionals will be on site for advice, NOT treatment. 

7. Clergy and Stewardesses will wear gloves during and while administering Holy 

Communion and will utilize the self-serve method using individual bread and wine 

cups.  

8. All members are encouraged to do as their conscience dictates regarding public 

embrace and interaction with other members of our congregation.  

9. Refrain from handshaking and elbow-bump instead. 

10. And there will be no “…touch your neighbor…” lol! 
 

While we do have reasons to be afraid as well as concerned about what is happening around us, 

PLEASE do not live in fear. This is the right time for the people of God to show our faith and to rise up 

as a beacon of hope and inspiration in an unsettling time. God is with us and as we move forward know 

that your pastor is indeed praying for our collective and individual health and safety during this 

epidemic.  

 

With Faith & Trust in God, 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jermaine D. Covington, Servant Leader 

 


