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Further Up and Further In
Imagine what it would have been like to be there, to be in the Upper Room
with Jesus and his first disciples the night before his death… Think of the sights
and sounds… Feet being washed, a Passover meal being shared, bread being
broken, a cup being passed… How would you have responded to Jesus’ offer
to wash your feet? What would you be thinking when Jesus broke bread and
said, “This is my body?” Would you have drunk from the cup after he said,
“This is my blood?”
This Lent we will be diving deeper into the teaching of Jesus that took place in the Upper Room in
a series entitled, Further Up and Further In. The Gospel of John records the words Jesus shared in
this setting with his first followers. These are words filled with life, with profound promises, and
powerful prayers. There Jesus prayed for himself, for his disciples, and for all believers. In other
words, a little less than 2,000 years ago, Jesus prayed for you! “My prayer is not for them alone,
I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me, and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe
that you have sent me” (John 17:20-21). Amazingly, Jesus wants the world to know that the Father
sent him and he uses you and me to show them!
In order to reflect Jesus to a watching world we need to sit with him, to receive his teaching, and
his very presence through the power of the Holy Spirit. Even those who have been following Jesus
for a long time, need to take this time, to go Further Up and Further In in their understanding of
Jesus. Some who were there that night in the Upper Room with Jesus weren’t able to allow Jesus to
serve them or sacrifice for them; one of them betrayed Jesus, another would deny him. Jesus knew
the darkness of betrayal and denial, and yet he proceeded forward toward his destiny of dying a
life-giving death on the Cross. It is one thing if he was willing to do that for people who stuck with
him through thick and thin, but he demonstrated his love for them and us by dying for those who
deserted him.
In order to receive Jesus we have to recognize the many ways we have each betrayed, denied, or
deserted him ourselves. This process, which is called repentance, is what the season Lent is all
about. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, when we will gather for worship at 6 pm, we will experience
creative ways to acknowledge our dependence on God for our salvation. Receiving the imposition
of ashes, nailing our sins to a cross, or having our hands washed as a way of expressing our need for
cleansing and forgiveness, are just some of the ways we will say to God, “I need you.”
We also need one another. Going Further Up and Further In only occurs in the context of
community with other people who are seeking Jesus. We don’t grow alone and we aren’t meant to
go it alone. We need to receive the wisdom and insights of others. That is why I am excited about
the Lenten devotional that has been written by various members of our congregation and
assembled by Selma Wright. I believe this resource, which serves as a reflection on the various
scriptures that will be preached on during the sermons in Lent, can lead us each into a deeper
relationship with the Lord. I encourage you to journey with Jesus this Lenten season by reflecting
on his teachings from John 13-17 in worship and with the help of the many spiritual friends who
contributed to the devotional that can support your growth in Christ.

Matthew 25:34-36 reads:
Then the King will say to those on the right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you fed me.
I was thirsty, and you gave me drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was
naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited
me.'
As I reflect on how our community, not just our church community, but our whole community of
churches, individuals, secular groups, came together to meet the needs of the thousands of
evacuees from the Oroville Dam crisis, I feel so blessed to be a part of that community.
No thought was given to ethnicity, religion, social standing, political choice or economic standing.
Skipping on to verse 40, which reads:
And the King will tell them, 'I assure you, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you were doing it to me.'
Jane Patterson
Deacon, Parish 1

THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM
The nomadic band of Believers continued praying asking God for guidance in finding a permanent
home for worship and service. As was mentioned in the last newsletter article, property had been
purchased by the Presbytery in the Spring Hill area. The time had come to begin construction on
that piece of property only to find out that the cost of bringing water and electrical power to that
side of the Freeway was prohibitive. In 1976 through prayer and God’s intervention the church was
able to sell the Spring Hill property and purchase the first of the parcels that we now claim as our
church home. Ground breaking for the first building (Ryosa Hall) was in July, 1977. The first worship
service in our own home was in December 1978. The very interesting part of this story is that Ryosa
Hall was totally built with volunteer labor, both men and women, from our own congregation. Renner Hall was constructed in 1984. The church continued to flourish and grow so the
ground breaking for our current Sanctuary was held in 1987 with our first celebration of worship in
October, 1988. We still needed more space, particularly for our youth, so Hatcher Hall was
constructed in 2001. During these years the church was able to acquire the 3 additional parcels of
land that now make up our current campus.
From the birth of Sierra Presbyterian Church in 1967 to the present, a major emphasis, other than
worship, music, Sunday School, etc. has been Mission and Outreach to our Community.
STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY OF GOD’S CONTINUED BLESSING ON SPC.

IT’S BACK!
“IF” (Intergenerational Fellowship) PRESENTS
GAME NIGHT - FEATURING BINGO,
JEOPARDY and more!
Fun Prizes and lots of laughter
DATE: March 18, 2017
TIME: 5:00 – 7:30
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
It’s a Potluck Dinner followed by Lots of
Fun and Fellowship
A-J Bring Dessert & K-Z Bring a Hot Dish or Salad.
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!

Join us for the All-Church Campout!
Fellowship, fun, and food!
We’ll enjoy dinners, campfires and outdoor adventures together!
Who: Individuals and families from Sierra Pres or SONshine Preschool.
All ages welcome!
When: Friday – Sunday, July 28th-30th
Where: Jackson Meadows, Aspen Group Campground
(RVs and trailers welcome!)
Bring your kayaks, canoes, ski boats, hiking boots, rafts, and bathing suits
because swimming, skiing, fishing and hiking are all options at Jackson Meadows reservoir.
Cost: $7 per person per night with a max of $20 per night per family.
You can sign up starting Sunday, March 5th in the lobby! Invite your friends!
Come and Play Day!
Don’t want to camp? Come for the day and play! Join us for swimming at Jackson Meadows, a
beautiful mountain hike, or anything else you’d like to do! Stay for dinner! Sign up in the lobby.

VOLUNTEER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
We are looking for volunteers to help in the
church office on a regular basis.
Skills needed:
-- friendly phone voice
-- servant heart--helpful attitude
-- confidentiality
-- attention to detail and follow-through
-- reliability (1x weekly preferred)

Contact the church office for more details.

Teach Sunday School!
Have you ever considered teaching Sunday
School?
We love having children in our church
family! We want to continue to nurture
and provide them in the ways of the Lord.
Seeing them listening and learning is such
a delight. Come hear what they think and
feel! We know you’ll have a great time.
Contact the church office to get involved!

Sierra Kids Club
Who: 2 years to 5 Grade, childcare available for younger siblings of
SKC Participants
th

What: A place for kids to experience God, have fun, meet new friends,
and learn life skills. We are a member of the Pioneer Clubs.
When: 2 & 4 Sundays from 5:30 to 7:00pm
nd

th

Where: 175 Ridge Road, NC
How Much: $20 a year per kid, payment plan and scholarships available
To register or have questions contact Mare, mare@sierrapres.com
Check us out at facebook.com/SierraKidsClub
Exciting things are happening in Ankor! We are a growing group of
young people from Jr. High through High school ages. We represent
many different schools in the area as well as a number of different
churches. Excitement is growing about participating in student leadership and young people are wrestling with what it really means to live
for Jesus. We pray for and with each other for our own needs as well
as those of others in our lives and our world. We laugh, share meals,
play games and worship through music and other forms of creative expression. There is no other
place in the church I would rather invest myself. We are starting to gear up for many exciting events
coming up: a spring break inner-city mission trip to San Francisco, spring retreat in Santa Cruz and
this summer, camp at Hume Lake. Keep an eye out for fund-raising opportunities. Will you consider
partnering with us to support Ankor youth having these opportunities for deepening spiritual
growth and growing compassion for the people Jesus seeks for us to reach?
We are continuing our study of the book of Acts and will are learning about the power of the Holy
Spirit in the lives of those living in Biblical times as well as in our lives today, here and now! This is
our Wednesday evening teaching topic after we play some games, have dinner together and a time
of worship. Come join us from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hatcher Hall.
Remember, Sunday mornings we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary during 2
service to listen to/discuss the sermon’s relevance to our lives down in Hatcher Hall. The 3 Sunday
of the month we remain in the full service and sometimes may assist with various aspects of worship for the congregation.
Also on the 2 and 4 Sunday evenings of the month many of our Ankor youth and their families are
a part of the Gathering fellowship group.
Keep your ears open for our Paintball event, coming sometime in March!
nd

rd

nd
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Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

In January 2017, Clint and I spent 2weeks in Baton Rouge, Louisiana serving as volunteers with
Disaster Response Service. We have been volunteers with this Christian based organization for
approximately 11 years, originally doing reconstruction and in the past 6 years doing Needs
Assessments. In August 2016, Livingston Parish (just outside Baton Rouge) experienced massive
flooding when the rivers rose 25ft., 90% of Livingston was effected, 31,000 FEMA applications for
assistance were made.
Once a disaster area has established a Local Long Term Recovery Group they then request help
asking for volunteers to do surveys in order to identify those who are still needing assistance to
recover. We were overwhelmed with the magnitude of this assignment. We had a team of 24 that
processed just over 1,400 surveys; we heard so many heartbreaking stories; they had so little time
to get out, many rescued by boat. We shared many hugs, tears and prayers with those we
interviewed, giving them hope that others care and that there will be a local organization who will
be working with them to help their recovery.
As there continues to be so many disasters throughout the United States each year, we will
continue to volunteer in serving God in this way as we are able. We are always blessed in so many
ways each time we go. If you are interested in finding out more information, we welcome you to
contact us.
Clint and Lori Gunderson

Prayer and Healing
Gusty March Winds
Have the winds of life tossed you about and left you tangled and confused? Prayer Warriors can
help you pray to get things sorted out and back in order. They are available to pray with you for any
concerns or needs of healing. Prayer teams are available after each service on Sundays. They are
stationed in front of the sanctuary on the 3rd Sunday of the month and in the Prayer Room on
other Sundays. Other prayer times are available upon request. Contact Dave and Linda Anderson,
Prayer Team Leaders.
Submitted by Selma Wright
A SPECIAL REQUEST In some cases, people let us know when they have received answered
prayer. What a powerful testimony! If you have received prayer from one of the prayer teams,
they would love to hear from you again if you feel that your prayers have been answered or how
they can continue to pray for you. Remember all prayer is kept in strict confidentiality.

HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for God's healing touch on any area of your life is offered after
each Sunday worship service in the Prayer Room. On the third Sunday of each month,
Prayer Stations are set up inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are strictly confidential. Please
contact our Prayer Team Leaders Dave & Linda Anderson for more information.
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes place on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evening of each
month, from 7-8:30pm at Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital in the Chapel—Located at 155
Glasson Way. Enter through the main entry doors. Christian prayer for healing in a small
group setting.
For more information, please call 478-1478.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Thomas Akin
Rick Atmospera
Jason Bailey
Matthew Doyle
Matt Dusch
Anthony Gilleland
Shane Hayle
Casey Haynes
Casey Lee
Matthew Nesselroad
Megan Meinholz
Jeff Price
Phillip Pelikan
Alec Schreiber
Matt Schreiber
Matthew Ward
Walter Wiggins

Army
U.S. Army– Hawaii
U.S. Army Rangers
U.S. Navy– Aircraft Carrier
U.S. Army Warrant Officer, Ft. Hood, Texas
Marines– Staff Sgt., Afghanistan
Marines, Iraq
Iraq
U.S. Army, Colorado Springs, Colorado
U.S. Army Reserves
U.S. Army, Major
Afghanistan
Chaplain, Lt. Commander, USS Essex,
Lance Corp. USMC Camp Pendleton, Ca
M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa
Afghanistan
U.S. Army Special Forces

Betz, Family Friend
The Shurtz, Son-In-Law
Dennis & Bobbie Bailey
Judy Doyle, Son
The Shurtz, Stepson
Bob & Gladys Joost, Great Nephew
Betz, Family Friend
Tish Wathen, Neighbor's Son
Greg Lee, Son
Dick & Joan Ortlieb, Grandson
The Spreiers, Daughter
The Pleski’s, Daughter
Karen Tyner
Paul Schreiber, Grandson
Paul Schreiber, Son
Charles & Norma Black, Nephew
Nate & Betty Beason

Helicopter Pilot, Afghanistan
U.S. Air Force, Tech Sgt, Kandahar Afghanistan

Bert & Shirley Binder, Nephew
Beth & Jack Moorhead, Grandson

BACK HOME:
Anthony Gannuscio
Larry Moorhead

EVERY
Sunday:

EVERY
Monday:

Worship Services: PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional
Women:
10:30 Contemporary 7:30am to 9am Activity Room

HEALING PRAYER
after Services
ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
9AM & 10:30AM

Stephen Minister
Supervision—2nd
& 4th Mondays,
11am-1pm

CHILDREN’S
BULLETIN
PROGRAMS:
ARTICLES FOR THE
9:00am Childcare
UPCOMING
&
SUNDAY ARE DUE
10:30am Programs
ON TUESDAYS
ankor Youth:
10:30-11:30
“ankored”
Meet in Hatcher

Third Sunday
Worship Practice
5-6:30pm
in the Sanctuary

EVERY
Tuesday:
Men’s Bible
Breakfast:
6:30am
Library

EVERY
Wednesday:

EVERY
Thursday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

SIERRA WOMEN’S PRAISERCISE for
BIBLE STUDY
Women:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

9am in Ryosa
beginning Sept. 16

Worship Planning ankor Youth:
5:30-7:30pm
Meeting
1:00pm
Pete’s Office

PRAY NEVADA
COUNTY:
12-1pm
Word Alive Church
Spenceville Road
Penn Valley

Hatcher 1

10am-11:30am
Room A
1st & 3rd Thursdays

*Praise Band
Choir Rehearsal
Practice: 7:30-9pm Thursday
*AV Rehearsal
3:30pm & 7:00pm
7:15pm-8:30pm
Bell Choir
5:15pm

Sierra Kid’s Club 50th Celebration
5:30-7:00pm on the Planning Team

AA Group
Hatcher 3—12-1pm

2nd Monday
9:15-10:45am
Room B

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

Grief & Loss
Support Group

Primary Purpose AA
In Depth Bible
Study Small Group Group-Hatcher 1
6:30-8:30pm
2nd & 4th Wed.
1:00pm
Room B

same night as the
GATHERING
(2nd & 4th Sunday)

EVERY
Saturday:

SPC Staff Meeting Christian Women Men’s Small Grp 1
10-11:30—Library
in Stitches Quilting 6:30-8/Prayer Rm
Group
Meets on the 3rd
Men's Small Grp 2
Wed. 10-2:30 in
8:00-9:30am
Room C
(Room C)

2nd & 4th Sunday of Stephen Ministers
each month:
Training
The GATHERING
Mondays
For Families-4:30pm

(Meets weekly)

EVERY
Friday:

AA GroupHatcher 3
11am-12pm

(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sierra Services for the
Blind—1st & 3rd
WEDNESDAYS
1:30-3pm—Room B

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:
3/01 — ASH WEDNESDAY Service, 6pm, Sanctuary
3/19 — Training Session for Small Groups, Noon, Ryosa Hall
4/8-4/15 — Mexicali Mission Trip
4/09 — PALM SUNDAY
4/13 — MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
4/16 — EASTER SUNDAY
4/29 — LiNC (Love in Nevada County)
4/30 — Single Blended Service — 10am
4-30 — IF (Intergenerational Fellowship) Potluck, 11:30-1pm
5/10 — ankor Youth GRADUATION BANQUET, 5:30-7:30PM
5/20 — Discovery Membership Class, 8:30-12pm
5/29 — Memorial Day — Offices Closed

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.

March 2017
1
Staff Reports

SWAT
Worship
Planning
Meeting
5:00pm—
Library

5

6

7

2

3

4

10

11

Elder Reports Due
Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A

Ash Wednesday
Service
6:00pm
Sanctuary

8

9

Small Group
Vision Team
Small Group Vision
11:45am
Team 10:45am

Session Meeting
6pm—Library

GO Center
Team
1:00pm
Ryosa
Hall
5:00pm--Ryosa

12

13

Nominating Team
Noon

Stephen Ministry
Support
11am-1pm
Rm B

The Gathering
4:30-6:45pm
Ryosa Hall
Sierra Kids
Club
5:30-7:00pm

19

26

14
Staff Reports Due

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A
Properties Team
10am — Rm B
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

Christian Women
In Stitches
10:00am—Rm C
Rm C

21

17

22

Ankor Youth

WORK DAY
Paintball
8:30am
8:30am-4pm

Mom’s
4
Moms
9:30am
Ryosa

23

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th

Mission
Mission
Team
Team
4:30pm
4:30-6pm
4:30pm
Library
4:30-6pm

24
GOOD FRIDAY
Bethel Church
Noon

5:30pm—Prayer
6pm—Ryosa Hall

28

18
Road to
Resurrection:
“IF”
Intergenerational
Easter Event
forFellowship
Everyone!
Potluck
1:00pm
5:00 pm

Ryosa Hall

Session Meeting

Stephen Ministry
Support
11am-1pm
Rm B

The Gathering
Easter
4:30-6:45pm
Eggstravaganza
Ryosa Hall
for Kids
Sierra
Kids
Club
5:30-7:00pm

16

Elder Reports Due

5:30pm—Library

27

EASTER
SUNDAY

15

Deacon Meeting

20

Small Group
Training
Lunch
PALM SUNDAY
Noon-2pm
Ryosa
50thHall
Anniversary of
GO 1st
Center
Team
SPC
5:00pm--Ryosa
Worship
Service

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS
Turn clocks forward
1 hour

Deacon Meeting
3pm—Rm B

Road to
Resurrection:
Parish 3&5
Easter
Event
Get-together
for 11:30am
Everyone!

29

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service-6:30pm
6:30pm

30

31
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