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SUBMIT A SIERRA STORY
ARTICLE:

Please submit your article in Arial
font size 12 to:
design@sierrapres.com

For the subject please put-
SIERRA STORY: month and
(ministry, group, event)

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE 25TH

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday— Thursday
9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

PHONE: 530.265.3291

Sierra Staff EXT.
Rev. Dr. Mike Griffin  Senior Pastor 11
Jonathan Steel Traditional Worship Leader 19
Pete Welty Pastoral Assistant/Contemporary

Worship Leader 33
Stacey Kay Children’s Ministry Director/

Director of Print Communications 17
Clarissa Schnitzius Congregational Care/Connection 18

Jeff McClelland Youth Director/Audio 27
Christian Goodwin Director of Digital Communications
Jeanne Kraft Administrator 10
Melanie Coursey  Bookkeeper 13
Volunteers Secretary/Receptionist 16
Randy Partch Facilities 20
Annie Berreman Custodian

Peter Criss Facilities Assistant

Jenene Sowell, MFT Counseling Ministry 24
Jessica LaFerriere  SONshine Preschool Director 15

SIERRA ELDERS & DEACONS

Parish Elder Ministry Deacon

1 Julie Tupper-Bradford Finance Jane Patterson

2 Paul Legge Outreach/ GO Center MaryAnn
MacDonald

3a Mary Reeve Adult Spiritual Development  Rena Criss

3b Katie Gammelgard Young Families Patti Painter

4 Jeff Samco Nominating Deni Dax

5 Carolyn Wertz Personnel Sharron Koslosky

6 Renee Adams Youth Beverly Wilson

7 Celia Ullis Care & Connection/ JoAn Dybdahl

8 Small Groups

8a Karen Hayden Missions Nancy Moyer

8b Sabrina Speroni Children’s Ministries Lindsay Betz

9 Dave Kimmich Properties Barbara Wood

11 Tim Grebe Worship Marty Dinwiddie

Clerk of Session: Darlene Moberg
Deacon Moderator: Deni Dax
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Spiritual Living in a Secular Culture

Experiences of exile, minor and major, continue through changes in society, changes in government,
changes in values, changes in our bodies, our emotions our families our location and livelihood. We barely
get used to one set of circumstances and faces when we are forced to deal with another. The exile
experienced by the Hebrews is a dramatic instance of what we all experience simply by being alive in the
world. Repeatedly we find ourselves in circumstances where we are not at home. Where we are out of
place, like “strangers in a strange land.”

As believers, we’re all in exile. Like the people of God’s exiled nation in Babylon, we’re on our way to a
new Jerusalem. Remember, God had promised Judah that he would not abandon them forever, that they
would one day return to Jerusalem-and in the story of the Bible, we are going to spend time with some of
the Israelites who were in exile. God is getting them ready, and according to the Bible, he is also preparing
a special place for you and me to live with him forever. That is why we can learn from them and their
experience in seeking to live a life of faith in the midst of exile.

The reasons for Israel’s exile is simple enough: Jeremiah and other prophets had preached that the
nation’s stability and security depended on a certain faithfulness to the love of God. That message had
been scorned and rejected. The Babylonian army came one day and captured the city and dragged away
the best and brightest of God’s people. 2 Kings 17:7 says, “All this took place because the Israelites had
sinned against the Lord their God who had brought them out of Egypt.”

In the Book of Daniel, which we will study together this winter, we encounter four young men from Judah
who have been exiled in the capital city of their sworn enemies. They were in a place where “no one was
looking.” They could compromise and cut corners and no one would ever know... except God. Like them,
we are confronted in the university or on the job or in social situations with a lifestyle radically different from
what is taught in the Bible. At each turn we have difficult decisions to make. Will we obey God regardless
of the consequences, or will we become part of the surrounding culture? Daniel gives us practical and
personal help in our struggle. He was a man who rose to a position of great influence and prestige in the
world system but who never compromised essential biblical principles. He shows us how to live a life of
spiritual integrity in the crush of a secular world. Anyone who has been tempted to cave in to the world’s
pressure can learn a lot from him. Ajith Fernando, in his book, Spiritual Living in a Secular World says,
“The book of Daniel has many insights to help people who are seeking to obey Christ in a fallen world... as
the experiences of Daniel and his friends can equip us for spiritual living in an increasingly secular world.”

Even when evil seemed to be in control, God was actually in control and was working out his purposes.
The theme that God is in control appears throughout the book of Daniel. The Lord knows what is
happening, and even the trouble his people endure under evil people has been permitted by him and will fit
into his ultimate plan. Knowing that God is in control can keep us from being too discouraged as we live as
Christians in difficult situations. It also gives us courage to be obedient when we are a small minority. My
hope then, as we study Daniel together in our Sunday morning messages, is that it better prepares us to
live a life of faith in the secular culture in which we live and that you will join in this journey along with
others at SPC.
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Deacon Ministry

Hope

Several things happened last year that caused much sadness and grief to many people. The most re-
cent was in November with the fire in Paradise and other places that destroyed many homes and busi-
nesses and killed many people. So many people were affected.

The New Year has started and people are expecting better results in it. Hope is the beginning of each
season. Spring is beautiful and has much to bring into it. Flowers, trees and life are blooming and give
hope to the new year. Although the calendar still has us in the winter season, those of us who trust in

Jesus know that new life, which brings us hope, is always available.

So, let us hang on to and follow Romans 12:12 in this new year: “*?Be joyful in hope, patient in afflic-
tion, faithful in prayer.” - JoAn Dybdahl

Knitters & Crocheters:

The Deacons need more prayer shawls and lap robes (lapghans). The Deacons give the prayer shawls
or lap robes as tangible expressions of Sierra Pres’ love to seriously ill persons or their caregivers. Each
project goes out after being prayed over and with a prayer attached. This is a “behind the scenes” min-
istry appreciated by the receivers and the Deacons. It is also a ministry enabling persons to help who
might not be able to otherwise contribute to the work of Sierra Pres. Yarn, needles and directions are
available, or you are free to use your own! For more information or help, call Selma Wright, 478-1104.

HEARD FROM JAIL MINISTRY...submitted by Ruth ChgiBy, voull be there to pick me up

Just one word is all | need This is the reason You suffered Your cup
Give me only one to heed So I'd know that You'd be there forever

| listen silently for You to speak Together we'll take on this eternal endeavor
What I'd give for just one peep The strength You give and the gift of grace
All my life I'll wait for Your voice Keeps going 'til | see Your face

Every day, Every hour, Every moment, Every choice i then, Your ways have me inspired

I've heard so much about Your love So just stand beside me as | walk through
And how You always watch from above this fire
From what I've seen, | know it's true As for that sound that | can't wait to hear

But even so I'd still like to hear YOU | have solace in knowing You are near
You've given Your word to always be there And have nothing to fear

For those who are faithful and care So I'l be here
So I'lllive my life to bring Your peace Waiting, listening silently. -- Garrett W.
When | fail, I'll be down on my knees

“It is no longer me that moves myself in life anymore. But it is Christ in me now that moves me to the
intended path of life because He is the Way, the Truth and the Life." -- Moses

Heard in passing in the hall..."When are you coming to us? | just got born again."

We need more people to come with us to Jail Ministry. There are great rewards. Ask Ruth Chown,
Mary Reeve, Rob Lee, Maura Winton; Hock Tjoa will be joining us also.



Dates To Remember

Mission... Opportunity for information...

Mission...Opportunity for Information
Please join Drs. Mark and Melisa Agness as
they share highlights of their recent medical mis-
sion trip to Soddo Christian Hospital in Southern
Ethiopia. The slide show will be held in the fel-
lowship hall on Monday, January 21, at 6:30pm.
Please feel free to bring popcorn. Coffee and
hot chocolate will be provided.

A BIG THANK YOU to those of you who
served as a bell ringer for Salvation Army on
December 15 — it was a fun way to interact
with our community at Grass Valley SPD. At
the end of the day our pot was overflowing as
we found people to be very generous. We
praise the Lord for the support to Salvation
Army as they minister to the needs of those in
need in Nevada County.—Betty Beason

Coming In February

A Study Of The Book Of Ruth
This study on the Book of Ruth, a multi-level
love story, will be presented by Selma Wright in
Ryosa Hall during the second worship hour at
10:30am each Sunday in February.
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10 SPC Calendar

EVERY EVERY EVERY EVERY EVERY EVERY EVERY
Sunday: Monday: Tuesday: Wednesday: Thursday: Friday: Saturday:

Worship Services: [PRAISERCISE for |Men’s Bible PRAISERCISE for  |SIERRA WOMEN'’S [PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional Women: Breakfast: Women: BIBLE STUDY Women:
10:30 Contemporary |7:30am to 9am - 6:30am 7:30am to 9am 9am in Ryosa 7:30am to 9am -

Activity Room Library Activity Room (off for Summer) Activity Room
HEALING PRAYER |Stephen Minister |SPC Staff Meeting |Christian Women |Men’s Small Grp 1
after Services Supervision—2nd |10-11:30—Library  |in Stitches Quilting |6:30-8/Prayer Rm
ADULT SUNDAY  [Monday, Group
SCHOOL 5-7 pm, Library Meets on the 3rd Men's Small Grp 2
9AM & 10:30AM Wed. 10-2:30 in 8:00-9:30am

Stephen Minister Room C (Room )

Training—Noon-2

weekly
CHILDREN’S BULLETIN Worship Planning |ankor Youth: Grief & Loss
PROGRAMS: ARTICLES FOR THE Meeting 5::00-8:00pm Support Group
9:00am Childcare 1:30pm Summer Hours 10:30am-Noon
2 UPCOMING Pete's Of |Hatcher1 1st & 3rd Thursdays
10:30am Programs SUNDAY ARE DUE

ON TUESDAYS
ankor Youth: PRAY NEVADA  |*Praise Band “ Choir Rehearsal
10:30-11:30 Clngl':LY Practice: 7:30-9pm |Thursday
“ankored” *AV Rehearsal 3:30pm & 7:00pm
Meet in Hatcher 7:15pm-8:30pm
Bells of Sierra
Rehearsal 5:15pm

2nd & 4th Sunday of Primary Purpose AA AA Group-
each month: Group-Hatcher 1 Hatcher 3
The GATHERING 6:30-8:30pm 1lam-12pm
For Families-4:30pm
Sierra Kid’s Club AA Group
5:30-7:00pm on the Hatcher 3T 12-1pm
same night as the Sierra Services for the
GATHERING Blindt 1st & 3rd
(2nd & 4th Sunday) WEDNESDAYS

1:30-3pmT Room B

§WORSHIP on Sundays— 9am Traditional

: 10:30am Contemporary
:Coming Up:

: JANUARY

:1— NEW YEAR’S DAY — Office Closed

: 4 — Music Department Epiphany Party, 6pm

: 6 — Growth Group sign ups

: 6 — Memorial for Jean Fassler, 1:30pm

: 9 — Deacon Meeting, 4pm

: 11— Coloring at Golden Empire, 2pm

: 16— FINANCIAL PEACE Seminars begin, 5pm (9 week series)
: 19 —Discovery New Member Class, 8:30-Noon

: 20— Growth Group Facilitator Lunch, Noon

: FEBRUARY

10— Congregational Meeting , 10am

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.
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JANUARY 2019

SUN MON

TUE

WED THU

SAT

NEW YEAR’S- Np.Mountain
DAY Grief Group d.B'k'”Q TFe:;am
Py 10:00am inner in Ryosa
Office Closed Hall 5:00pm
Epiphany Party
For Choirs
6:00pm—Ryosa
NEW GROWTH
GROUPS - Coloring at
Sign up—10am Deacon Meeting Golden Empire
4:00pm 2:00pm
Memorial for FINANCIAL
Jean Fassler PEACE
1:30pm SEMINARS
Begin—6pm
Christian Women : Discovery
in Stitches G;'g.fogg?xp New Member
10-2:30pm i Class
Room C 8:30-Noon
The Gathering Session Meeting
4:30-7pm 5:30pm-prayer FPU—#2
Ryosa Hall 6:00pm 6pm—Ryosa
& Kid’s Club
GROWTH Presbytery Meetings—Fresno
GROUPS
Facilitator Training
Noon—Ryosa
FPU—#2
6pm—Ryosa
27 28 29 31
The Gathering
Ryosa Hall 6pm—Ryosa
& Kid’s Club




Sierra Presbyterian Church

175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
WwWWw.Sierrapres.com

530 -265 -3291
“N. ‘ ™

SIERRA PRES

a church for the community

N/

Join us for Worship

Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

We invite people to
Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus



