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Pastor Mike’s Meditations
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Our Stories in Light of the Story
Have you ever discovered that the more we read the story of God in scripture the more we come to see our
story in light of His (God’s) Story? I remember my first real experience of this. I was 17 and struggling
relationally. One could say that I lacked a sense of identity and belonging. Through a series of events I
came to see myself as essentially relationally bankrupt without a relationship with Christ as my Savior and
leader.
Soon after making a commitment to become a lifelong learner or disciple of Jesus, I started to read my
Bible again. Again? Well yes, I had read it sporadically while at church summer camps or in other isolated
settings, but up until that point I had not really read it or, better, allowed it to read me. As I really started to
read it, I got lost -in the wonder of God’s love for me, and was found-I came to realize that this loving God
had been searching for me and that only in coming home to a relationship with him would I truly find what I
was looking for. I came to see how my longing to belong, my thirst for meaning and purpose, could be met
by the God of the Bible who has centrally manifested his love for me in Jesus.
Growing in Gospel fluency means growing in our knowledge and love of God’s Word. But it also means
growing in our ability to share our love story with God with others. If the Bible is God’s love letter to us, and
I believe that it is, what would you write or say about your love for him? In Jeff Vanderstelt’s book Gospel
Fluency he describes a few ways we can frame our story in such way that it becomes easier to share our
love story with God.
One is through “Instagram Stories,” where people draw their story in twelve boxes, then talk us through it
using the pictures. A second way to frame our story is through the “Three Pillars” exercise. Here the point
is to reflect on three key events in your life which have shaped, influenced, and directed the other elements
of your life. The key to these methods-or any method of sharing stories- is to make sure Jesus is the hero,
that he has the central place.
“A third way that you can grow in making Jesus the hero of your story is by using the four movements of
the one true story to help them frame their own: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and New Creation.” When we
think of creation we realize it is all about identity. What do you believe about our origin and purpose? The
key question is: “What was my identity in?” The fall is all about brokenness. In this movement of our
stories we share what has destroyed or is destroying our identity and purpose. The key question is: “Who
or what was the problem of my life? Thirdly, redemption is about rescue and deliverance. Everyone is in
need of a savior. Everyone needs to be rescued and delivered. This is the part of the story where we
share who or what we look to in order to save or rescue us. The key question is: “Who or what is our
Savior?” Finally, how are you a new creation? There is a deep longing in every one of us for change, for
what Jeff Vanderstelt calls “transfoR-mation”, for better-for all things to be made new. Here we share how
we’ve been transformed and what our ultimate hope is. The key question is: “What has changed and what
will change?”
Everyone is looking for a solution to their problem. There is only one Savior who can deal with our real
problem of sin, and that is Jesus Christ. The good news is, “There is a deep longing in every one of us for
change, for all things to be made new.” (Vanderstelt, New Creation). As you share how Jesus has met this
longing for change in you it may just be part of the pathway that God has for someone else to be changed
by love as well.
With You on the Journey, Pastor Mike
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Sabbatical 2019
When Sierra Pres called Pastor Mike the congregation committed to offering a sabbatical after
seven years. The Session believes that honoring that commitment will enable our pastor to allow
God to address his heart during the sabbatical season and revitalize him personally, relationally,
and ministerially.
A true sabbatical is a season of Sabbath for prolonged rest and rejuvenation. It is an extended time
during which a pastor does not work, lead, preach, or minister. The Biblical purpose is to worship
our creator and Redeemer (like the Bible teaches in the Sabbath commands of Exodus and Deuteronomy).
Interesting facts about pastors: 90% work 55-75 hours per week, 90% feel fatigued and worn out
every week and 70% fight depression. The average seminary trained pastor lasts less than five
years in professional ministry. The reason few pastors take Sabbatical seasons is that they do not
last seven years. Pastors are Christ’s ambassadors to hundreds or thousands of people. People
in other jobs work extremely hard and have great stress too. But pastors are called to a higher
standard. Their work is sacred. They minister the Word of God to their congregations. They baptize
new Christians, marry the bride and groom, conduct funerals, care for hurting marriages and help
people who feel far from God to get reconnected.
The Sabbatical timeline will look like this: In June Mike and Beth will celebrate their 25th anniversary with a vow renewal ceremony and reception, followed by a week-long trip to Hawaii. Upon
their return from that, their family will embark on a six week family road trip visiting national parks
and other sites from the west coast to Texas and back. In August, Mike will spend time supporting
GO Revitalization efforts in his role as Presbytery of the Southwest’s Revitalization Coordinator by
visiting GO churches. Some of the churches engaged in revitalization work are located on Oregon,
San Diego, Fresno and Fremont.
What will this summer look like for Sierra Pres.? The Session has approved for Ruling Elder Tim
Grebe to administer Communion and moderate Session meetings in Mike’s absence. Tim will also
deliver sermons during the month of July. Pastoral Assistant Pete Welty will continue to preach,
serve as worship leader and will attend to congregational care needs. Jonathan Steel will continue
to serve in his role as Music Minister and will preach on Psalms during August. Jeanne Kraft will
serve in her usual role as church administrator and in addition will serve as project manager for the
Facilities Committee
What can we as a congregation do to support this Sabbatical? Pray for, love and support our staff.
Stand with the Session leadership decisions. Pull together as volunteers and allow new leadership
from the congregation to step forward. Contribute to the funding of Pastor Mike’s Sabbatical. Make
a donation to help with transportation, airline tickets and car rental, food, gas, motels, game tickets,
camping fees, tours/admissions, etc. A Project Board will be on display throughout the fall, winter
and spring to show progress in financially supporting this Sabbatical.
Submitted by Carolyn Wertz, Session member

Children/Youth/Family
The month of November will start off with the return of a Mario Cart Tournament. This event’s purpose is to reach out to youth who are not regular
members of Ankor and thanks go to the Student Leadership Team for taking
the lead on planning this event.
On Wednesdays we are continuing our teaching series about how to read
the Bible: what types of writing are found in it what is the over-arching plot
and about the settings where the stories take place.
Three Sunday’s/month we continue to meet during second service after the worship set to discuss that
morning’s sermon topic. And every other Sunday evening we participate in the Gathering dinner and
activities.
Do you know a youth in our area who needs a place where they will be known and can be loved like
Jesus loves us? There is always a place for more young people in Ankor!
Also in November, our full Youth Staff Team (Jeff McClelland, Tim & Beth Grebe, Kirk Moberg, Renee
Adams and myself) will be travelling to St. Louis, MO for the National Youth Workers Convention Nov.
15 – 18, put on annually by Youth Specialties. This year’s registration fee was drastically reduced allowing us to take advantage of this enriching event. Our training budget will cover most of our travel and
housing costs and each of us will cover our own food expenses. A major focus of this event, in addition
to training in a plethora of youth ministry topics, is to strengthen each of our relationship with Jesus,
from which our work with youth is an outgrowth.
As always we appreciate all the love and support for the continued work in this ministry and appreciate
your prayers for the youth in our care and ourselves as we seek to serve in the manner Jesus would
have us do! - Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

Sonshine Preschool
It is shaping up to be a fun Fall for the Sonshiners! October was all about
bears and pumpkins. The month started off with the Teddy Bear Picnic
where the students all dressed in their pajamas and brought their favorite
stuffed toy to school for a special picnic. Next up was the Pumpkin Patch
Field Trip to Miss Jessie’s dad’s pumpkin patch and garden. The kids fed
grapes and zucchini to the goats, explored the garden, picked pumpkins,
drove the tractor and sang songs.
Sonshine’s Fall fundraiser is selling See’s Candy. See’s Candy makes a
great gift for friends and family! The preschool had a booth set up during
the Sierra Pres Church Craft Fair. If you missed it, there is still time to order! Students will be selling See’s Candy for the first couple of weeks in
November. Also, look for the See’s Candy table after church on a Sunday
or contact Sonshine Preschool at (530) 265-3291. (Orders must be received by November 12.)
We love Sonshine!
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Care & Connection & Music
Deacon Ministry

Sitting here in the sunshine and staring out at the trees starting to turn color, I realize we are blessed to
see the different seasons. It's quiet this Sunday...I hear the birds all yakking to each other, fighting or
maybe just sharing with a lot of energy for the red berries in the trees. Sometimes life can get so busy
and we seem to lose focus on the really important things, then something happens and it makes us realize the need to slow down a bit and stay in the moment instead of trying to figure out what we need to do
tomorrow or next week. When I get this way, I try to take a walk -- a walk with "Dad" -- He really listens to
me and yes, I admit I try to listen to Him. It seems I usually run into someone or something that makes me
say, "OK God, I got it!" The more I grow in my relationship with God, the more I can see where He works
in my life...and let me tell you, am I ever thankful!
Being a Deacon has opened my eyes and my heart to much more than I ever thought I could handle. But
God always holds me up, and I have become more of a believer than ever. I have lovely families in my
parish, and I enjoy getting to know each and every one of them. As deacons, we have hope for all our
church family, and we are here whenever you need us.
May you all be blessed this Thanksgiving season. I pray for lots of joy and sharing of love with others!
Patti Painter, Deacon, Parish 3B
Psalm 96:1-13. How to Praise God...we can sing about Him, tell others about Him, worship Him, give His
glory, bring offerings to Him and live holy lives.

Music & Worship Ministry
Handel’s Messiah - Sunday, December 2
George F. Handel’s great oratorio, Messiah, will be presented Sunday, December 2, at 3:00 and 6:00
p.m. here at Sierra Presbyterian Church. The 80 voice community choir and 18 piece orchestra will be
conducted by Music Minister, Jonathan Steel. There will be excerpts from all three parts of Messiah.
Tickets will go on sale Sunday, November 4, and are $12 in advance and $15 at the door. They can be
purchased after each worship service on Sunday mornings, at the church office and both the Grass
Valley and Nevada City SPD markets. They can also be purchased online at the SPC website under
“Events.”
This is another great opportunity to invite friends and neighbors and always an inspiring event. Sometimes these concerts sell out - so you won’t want to wait until the last minute!

THANK YOU FOR 30 YEARS!
I think I have finally read through all the wonderful cards, notes, poster signings, etc., expressing thanks
and appreciation for the 30 years I have been at Sierra Presbyterian. The love you have shown was
overwhelming. But I want to also thank all of YOU for the last 30 years. There have been a lot of changes
- for me personally as well as for the music ministry and the church. I have also received a lot of notes of
appreciation and support from this congregation over the years. I am looking forward to more adventures
and friendships in the years to come! Thank you again,
Jonathan

Ryosa Kitchen Remodel
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As of October 15, the remodeling of the Ryosa kitchen is complete. All major work is done, and the
kitchen is fully operational. We still have a wish list and minor repair items to complete, but feel free to
use the kitchen for all your church functions.
It was exactly one year ago in October 2017 that a SPC work crew started removing the old kitchen cabinets and sink. Our contractor, SPC’s own Chris Bonelli, started work on the new foundation soon afterwards that would add approximately 200 square feet to the kitchen. Depending on the weather and other
church functions, construction continued for the next 12 months, both with the contractor and volunteer
teams from our church.
Total cost for this new kitchen addition and remodeling was approximately $80,000. We still have roughly
$15,000 left in the kitchen fund that we are saving as a reserve fund to replace/fix items as they wear
out, like the refrigerator, freezer or ovens. We also plan on replacing the serving counter/roll up fire window eventually, and add items to the new patio area behind Ryosa.
The kitchen remodel team would like to thank everyone for all their Ryosa kitchen contributions and fund
raisers over the past 11 years. Without all your support, none of this would be possible. As mentioned
earlier, we are keeping a kitchen reserve fund for future repairs/updates if you’d like to continue donating
to the kitchen fund.
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

RYOSA KITCHEN REMODEL TEAM

OUR KITCHEN IS COMPLETED!
Isn't that wonderful news! It has taken several years and many fund raisers to get this job done, but
thanks to many faithful workers, it is finally completed. Now its up to all of us to keep it in the immaculate
shape it is in right now. So we are asking that everyone who uses it for various functions to please clean
up after yourselves so that it is in good order for the next group that uses the kitchen.
There were a few people who signed up to help clean parts of the kitchen on a regular basis. Could you,
and any other volunteers, please contact Meryl Wilson again so that a schedule can be organized.
477-5342, or merylw@sbcglobal.net Thank you and God bless.
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Nominating for Service

It takes many people with their varied gifts to enable us to be an effective church for the community.
Some of those opportunities are informal and individualized. Others are formal positions to serve as
church leaders or to provide special care for those among us in need. These are our elders and deacons.
Each year several rotate off their three-year term of service. This gives opportunity for others to serve in
these important roles. It is the time of year when the church’s nominating committee begins consideration of who to present to the congregation for approval next spring. Will you consider if God is calling you
or another member to serve in this way?
Elders:
The church’s Session-leadership board consists of 12 men and women along with Pastor Mike. Elders
are elected by the church members. Elders strive to know the mind of our Lord when deciding on matters
such as church programs and budget. An elder is well-grounded in faith and seeks to work together as a
team. Elders tend to have talents and gifts such as leadership, discernment, administration and wisdom.
Each elder overseas one aspect of church life. For instance, this year we anticipate seeking four elders
who will work to serve the needs related to families, worship, personnel, and care and connection. Do
you or a member you know have gifts – even a passion – for any of these?
Deacons:
Twelve men and women serve as our deacons. Most care for church members and attendees of a specific area of western Nevada County – a parish. The deacons also provide the support for memorial services, administer the deacons fund to help with unexpected needs, etc. Deacons tend to have talents
and gifts such as mercy, helps, compassion, wisdom, service and administration.
God is both in control and works through each one of us. Would you actively support this important process in the life of our church? Please consider:




Pray - Ask our Lord to raise up qualified members with a heart to serve as an elder or deacon.
Pray - for wisdom and discernment for each of us on the nominating committee as we seek His will.
Consider –who do you know among church members who may serve well as an elder or deacon.

You may discuss or submit suggestions to either myself, Jeff Samco as Elder for Nominations or to Deni
Dax as Deacon Moderator, for deacons. Other members of the nominating committee are: Celia Ulis,
Elder, Pastor Mike (Ad Hoc Member), and congregation members Charles Black, Betty Beason, Jessie
LaFerriere, and Charles Erion.

Dates & Pictures (Surrender Retreat) 9
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Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com
530-265-3291

Join us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

We invite people to
Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus

