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“It was October 31, 1517, that a disillusioned theologian named Martin Luther nailed
his 95 thesis to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany setting off what is now
known as the Protestant Reformation. This movement reshaped the way people
grow in their relationship with God by putting the Bible back in the hands of
everyday followers of Jesus. Christians all over the world are celebrating the
blessings that grew out of this important event in Church history.
As an Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we are rooted in the Reformed and
Presbyterian tradition. Among other influences we trace our roots from the
Reformation under John Calvin in Switzerland during the 1500’s and its
advancement under John Knox in Scotland during the same era. The Reformed church grew from a desire
for a church that would return to biblical roots including the way the church is governed by elders (the
Greek word presbuteros, from which we get Presbyterian, means “elder”). As a Reformed church we
believe in what has become known as the five “solas”:
Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)-The Bible is the ultimate source or basis or authority for our faith and
practice, not church authority or tradition (in contrast to the Roman Catholic church). The
Reformation put the Bible back in the hands of the people.
Sola Fide (Faith Alone)-We are saved solely through the faith God gives us. The Christian life is not a
works-based approach to God; salvation is wholly by God’s grace and not by any merit on our part.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God,
not by works so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). All other religions are a form of “selfsalvation” where we attempt to reach God. In the Christian faith we celebrate that God has reached
out to save us. Prior to the Reformation, the Roman Catholic Church had developed the view that
God shows us grace that leads to good works to lead to salvation. In the Biblical/Reformed view,
God’s grace leads to salvation. Good works are then the way we express our thanksgiving for the
salvation God has given us, not as a way of earning it.
Sola Gratia (Grace Alone)-The compliment to the “faith alone” principle is that we are forgiven by grace
alone instead of pursuing penance and absolution from a priest. The good news here is God
mediates his grace to us directly.
Sola Christus (Christ Alone)- The mediator of the Church is Christ alone. Instead of there being two
classes of priests and lay members, we believe in One Mediator, Jesus, and a single class, “the
priesthood of all believers.” So, the Reformers abolished the laity, reaffirming the Biblical concept
that everyone is in the Priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). Every member is a minister, not just the pastors.
Sola Deo Gloria (Glory to God Alone)-Glory to God alone, not to any organization, leader, or ruler--the
purpose of the life of the church is to give glory to God alone.
Rooted in the Reformed tradition we look to God to lead us forward in faith in a way that is consistent with
His previous revelation in scripture, based in the salvation He offers by grace through faith alone, and
blessed by the gifts he has given us in order to glorify Him.

As I write this installment of the Ankor article a group of us have just
returned from our inner-city mission trip to San Francisco. Thank you
to all of you who contributed and prayed for our time there. Yes, there
were challenges in seeing the depth of poverty and mental illness and
yes, there were equally encouraging and inspiring experiences as well.
A verse one of the youth shared on our final night there is this “He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings utter darkness into the
light.” Job 12:22. Are we not all thankful for the light of our savior? Do
we not all have places of darkness that need to be illuminated and
healed? We are challenged now to bring home our experiences to this community. We are excited to
be leaders within our church of reaching out to those who need the light of Jesus!
In November our Wednesday evening teaching topic will move to the Reformation and conclude as we
head into the holidays. We continue to meet on Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hatcher Hall for
a home-cooked meal, fellowship around the table, crazy videos, energetic games, worship and teaching! Also in November we will be going roller skating on Friday evening November 3 rd. This is an outreach event where the purpose is to invite teens who are not regular members of Ankor but need to experience the love and laughter of Jesus through our spending time together.
Other opportunities for teen fellowship include:
The Gathering, a twice-monthly Sunday night fellowship of young families.
Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. we start out in the sanctuary for the worship portion of the service, and
then during the greetings we migrate down to Hatcher Hall. There, we discuss the morning scripture/
sermon topic and its meaning to our everyday lives. On the 3 rd Sunday of the month we depart from
this and remain for the full service.
Ankor is open to all middle school through high school young people. Come join us!
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

The Wise Owls and Friendly Foxes had an adventurous, fun filled October!
The month began with preparing for the Craft Fair and Harvest Festival. The
students, along with assistance from their fabulous teachers, made tie-dye
t-shirts, tie-dye reusable bags, and gift tags to sell at the Craft Fair. The kids
also made a scarecrow for the scarecrow competition. They were quite creative, using Mr. Potato Head eyes, ears, nose, and mouth to add a face to the
scarecrow’s pumpkin head. The month ended with a field trip to a pumpkin
patch and the Mini Marathon fundraiser. It is exciting to see what fun next
month will bring! We love Sonshine!

FUNDRAISER: SEE’S CANDIES
Sonshine Preschool will be taking orders for See’s candy after each service on November 12th and
19th. Be sure and stop by their table to see all of the yummy options you can choose from to give as
gifts or keep for yourself!

“If

I could relive my life, I would devote my entire ministry to reaching children for God.” Dwight L Moody
Start children off on the right path. And even when they are old, they will not turn away from it.
– Proverbs 22:6 (NIRV)

We will tell them what the Lord has done that is worthy of praise. We will talk about his power and the
wonderful things he has done…..He commanded our people who lived before us to teach his laws to
their children. Then those born later would know his laws.,,,Then they would put their trust in God. They
would not forget what he had done. They would obey his commands. Psalm 78: 4-7 (NIRV)
George Barna, in his book, Transforming Children Into Spiritual Champions says “The most significant
aspect of every person’s life is his or her spiritual health….Every dimension of a person’s experience
hinges on his or her moral and spiritual condition….Every choice we make is ultimately a spiritual
decision. No matter what the issue or challenge is that we face, our decision comes down to what we
believe is right or wrong, which is based squarely on our sense of truth and purpose. Our perspective
on such matters comes from our spiritual beliefs, since our notions of meaning, purpose, truth, value,
integrity, morality and ethics all stem from our ideas about the ultimate determinants of life….Part of my
responsibility …as a member of the community of faith is to expose young children to the history, the
expectations and the ways of God. During their formative years, children develop their decision-making
perspectives and patterns. Helping them in their process is one of the most important responsibilities we
have as humans; engaging them at a young age is a critical strategic choice.”
Mr. Barna would not make statements like these without backing them up with studies and statistics; he
loves data and here is some of what he found:
 All facets of moral and spiritual development starts as early as age two
 By age nine, most children have their spiritual moorings in place
 There was virtually no difference between the spiritual standing of adults and those exiting their
childhood years…In other words, by the age of 13, your spiritual identity is largely set in place
 Only three percent of the nations 13-year-olds have a biblical worldview
 Most people decide what they will do about Jesus – either wholeheartedly follow, merely
acknowledge, or ignore or reject Him – while they are young.
 The probability of someone embracing Jesus as his or his Savior was 32% for the ages of 5-12;
4% for the 13-18-age range; and 6% for people 19 or older. In other words, if people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Savior before they reach their teenage years, the chance of their
doing so at all is slim.
What do all of these numbers and statistics mean? George Barna sums it up for us: “The implication of
these findings is clear: …If you want to have a lasting influence upon the world, you must invest in
people’s lives; and if you want to maximize that investment, then you must invest in those people while
they are young.”
God’s Word makes it clear and George Barna helps us to see – we, the Church (all, not just a few),
need to reach and teach children and we need to do it with intentionality, excellence and urgency. We
need to engage and participate in helping to set “children on the right path.”
If you would like to be part of the investment team, please let me know.
Because kids matter to God, Stacey

THANKS – GIVING
It's that time again...beautiful fall weather, fall colors, and a time for Thanksgiving.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise: give thanks to Him and praise His name.
Psalm 100:4
Remember God's goodness; worship with thanksgiving and praise.
Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in
Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5:16-18
When we decide to do what God says, we begin to see people differently. When we do God's will, we find
it easier to be joyful and thankful. I am very thankful for many blessings in my life. I am so thankful for my
growing relationship with God.
Thanks-giving -- A time for being thankful for many things and giving with a kind heart.
I have a little pillow that I see every day. It says "Give without remembering -- Receive without forgetting."
I like that. When I struggle with things and can't get my mind off myself, I always say -- turn your mind
onto someone else, encourage someone, smile, give a compliment, a hug. Before I know it, I forget about
me. I've always told my children this too. Sometimes I'll just text it to the three of them in the morning. I
always get a kind word back.
I have learned a lot being a Deacon. It can be stressful at times but also very rewarding. I'm thankful for
my church family, so many fine folk! You are all a great example of love, kindness, and most of all love for
our God. With all the sad things going on, we need to share our love of the Lord everywhere, every day.
Patti Painter, Parish 3b Deacon

November Bounty
Can you find anything for which you are thankful? Tell God about it. Need help? Trained prayer warriors
will give thanks with you and also pray for any needs you might have. Step into the Prayer Room following any worship service. Prayer stations are offered on the 3rd Sunday after both services in the sanctuary as well. Other prayer times are available by request. Contact Dave or Linda Anderson, Prayer Team
Leaders.

You Are Invited

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION EVENT
Join us as we remember and celebrate 50 years of ministry at
Sierra Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 10, 2017
2pm
Celebration Service
Special Music
Guest Speakers
Reception Immediately Following
Children’s Program and Childcare will be provided

THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY
FIFTY YEARS OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC
Right from the beginning, music was a big part of Sierra Presbyterian’s worship services. The first choir was
organized by Bernie Rockwood, and his wife Ruth was the first pianist and organist. He directed and built up the
choir and the music library. Following them, for short periods, were Laurie Falconi and Stan Thomas-Rose. Bill
Shasberger took over in 1983 for several years. By that time, worship services were held in Ryosa Hall and soon
the congregation, led by Pastor Bruce Heiple, was getting large enough to add a second service.
Bill Shasberger took the lead in raising funds to purchase a set of handbells and the Bells of the Sierra was born.
His daughter, Terrie Horlick was the first director and built up the choir for several years. She also directed two
children’s choirs - one with handbells and another for younger children on hand chimes. Terrie and her successor,
Ruth Peterson took the bell choir to off campus programs in the community. Ruth directed until 2001 when
Gordon Pipkin took over. Under Gordon’s leadership, the Bells of the Sierra continued to advance in its quality of
music. Gordon and his wife, Mary, moved in the spring of 2017, and Jonathan Steel took over as director.
After Bill Shasberger retired from directing, Fran Kerr was hired as music director. She directed the choir, played
the organ, piano and led the children’s music program. During the summer of 1988, as preparations were being
made to move into the brand new sanctuary, it became apparent that there would need to be a separate organist
position. Jonathan Steel came on board in October as organist and choir accompanist.
The first worship service in the new building was on October 2, 1988. It was quite a day of “newness” - new building, new organ, new organist, and new hymnals. It was quite a celebration. The new sanctuary was dedicated on
October 16th and the new organ, a state of the art three manual Allan 6300 digital computer organ, was dedicated
on November 20th with Rex Koury of Roseville giving the dedication recital.
With two services, Fran Kerr started a second choir - the “Modern Heirs” with a more contemporary style. Gayle
Harvill took over directing that group with the birth of Fran’s daughter. Jonathan Steel took over directing the Modern Heirs when Gayle moved in 1994, and eventually became full time music minister in 1998.
Fran and Terrie also started KPAC - Kids Performing Arts Club in the 1990's which featured musicals, children’s
choir and the two children’s bell choirs.
The mid-nineties were full of changes. In the fall of 1993 after more than a year of discussion and planning, the
first contemporary worship service was held. Dan Prout was the first worship leader, and after a few years, a
second contemporary service was added, so there were three services on Sunday morning. Later, that second
contemporary service was moved to Sunday evening. Tom Patterson followed Dan as the contemporary worship
leader until 2004 and Jonathan was worship leader until 2015 when Pete Welty, our current contemporary worship
leader came on.
Worship styles and schedules have kept evolving. There have been, and still are, other small groups that have
participated and influenced our worship. “Step of Faith,” began introducing contemporary special music.
“Bluegrace” supplied bluegrass gospel both for services and special occasions. Remnant is a Gospel quartet that
has been active both at SPC and in the community for the last few years. Marsha Ostrom has been a regular
pianist and soloist, including sharing some of her own original works. There have been other choral vocal ensembles with changing personnel and many more individuals that have played a part in building the music ministry, but
that would require more pages to write. We are grateful to God for their willingness to participate and volunteer
their talents.
STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY OF GOD’S CONTINUED BLESSING ON SPC.

NOTICE
Just a reminder, the kitchen in Ryosa is under construction, and will basically
be unusable during the month of November. The main room can still be used. If
you have any activities planned in Ryosa during November, please plan
accordingly.
The coffee room does have a sink, microwave and refrigerator. There are also
two large microwaves located in the main fellowship room. If you need a kitchen
for your activity, there is a small one under the sanctuary, as well as a limited
one in Hatcher.

POT LUCK
TO MEET OUR NEIGHBOR
NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DATE: November 18

LOCATION: Ryosa

POTLUCK: 5 to 6 PM A to M: Main Dish
PROGRAM: 6 to 7 PM

N to Z: Dessert

Nevada County Historical Society

Enjoy a delicious pot luck and fellowship time hosted by Intergenerational
Fellowship (IF). This will be followed by a talk from the Nevada County
Historical Society (our next door neighbor) about their history, purpose,
public research facilities, and future events.
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Coming Up:
Friday, Nov 3 — ankor Youth Outreach Event
Sunday, Nov 5 —Prayer for the Persecuted Church
Saturday, Nov 18 — “IF” Intergenerational Event
Sunday, Nov 19 — Shopping @ Target for
KARE Crisis Santa Shoppe
Thursday, Nov 23 — THANKSGIVING
Saturday, Dec 2 — KARE Crisis Santa Shoppe Event
Sunday, Dec 10 — Single Worship Service, 10am
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Saturday, Dec 16 — Grass Valley Male Voice Choir
Sunday, Dec 24 — Worship @ 10am, 5pm,, 7pm
Monday, Dec 25 — CHRISTMAS DAY
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Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com
530-265-3291

Join us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

We invite people to
Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus

