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Disciplines of a Great Commission Church
“All authority on heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” ~Matthew 28:19-20.
Like all Christian churches, Sierra Presbyterian Church exists to serve what is
commonly referred to as the Great Commission. When Jesus uttered these words, he described succinctly
what we are to be about. We are to be followers of Jesus who help make followers of Jesus. This means
inviting them to commit their lives to Jesus and to be empowered by the Holy Spirit to follow his teachings
themselves. What we know is that this is not a venture we can embark on ourselves on our own strength.
It is only when Jesus’s ongoing presence is flowing through us by the power of the Holy Spirit that we
experience the kind of vitality and are empowered to make the kind of sacrifices that make fulfilling this
commission possible.
As a church we have entered into a revitalization process. We are partnering with the Go Center! a
Church Revitalization Team who led the Building Your Church’s Great Commission Matrix Seminar here at
SPC in January. Since that time we have established a Vision Team and are preparing for the next steps in
the process. What are those steps? I am glad you asked!
Celebrating Your Passions Survey. On Sunday, April 30th at our One Blended Worship Service at 10 am we
had a Celebration of Service. As part of this time, we invited those present to prayerfully fill out a survey
that asked you to identify your natural abilities, acquired skills, and spiritual gifts. It also gave you an
opportunity to identify those ministry areas in the life of the church that you are passionate about or
interested in as well as what ministry opportunities in the community you are passionate about, interested
in, or concerned about. This will give the Vision Team valuable feedback as we seek to identify where God
is calling us to focus our efforts in serving our community, so that we can build relationships and share the
gospel. We will then invite the congregation to a time of reflection on our findings where they will receive
further input.
Disciplines of a Great Commission Church Sermon Series. Beginning on May 7th we will have a New Sermon
Series entitled, Disciplines of a Great Commission Church. The series will explore key questions and
disciplines that will help us sustain a focus on fulfilling Christ’s Great Commission to “go and make
disciples.” How do we maintain vitality as a church in a nation where roughly 85% of churches have either
hit a plateau or are in decline? What sacrifices are necessary? How can we make a great commitment to
the Great Commandment and Great Commission? By exploring these questions and disciplines, I pray that
Christ will stir our hearts so that we serve him with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength.
50 Days of Vitality Devotional. Concurrent with our Disciplines of a Great Commission Sermon Series we
will be providing a devotional that has been produced by the Go Center! that will include daily readings
and prayerful reflections on the themes that will be preached on those Sundays. By making a commitment
to go through these daily devotionals we look forward to tracking together through scripture so that we
might catch a vision from God as to how he is calling us to carry out his commission in our particular
context. Look for those devotionals in the coming weeks in the church lobby.

Spring is in the air. Everything feels rinsed and clean from the winter rains. The bright green
color of the grasses on the hillsides is stunning. This is such a wonderful time of year, certainly one
of my favorites.
For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come,
And the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
Song of Solomon 2:11-12, ESV
Spring is a time of growth, and in our spiritual lives it is important to grow in God’s Word and
to grow with others in fellowship. I am probably saying this more to myself than anyone else, but I
hope all of us can make the time to read God’s Word and reflect upon what we read; and also to
make more time to fellowship with others. I know I would like to make the effort to attend the
coffee and cookie gathering after the first service on Sundays more often. It is a great time to
fellowship, meet others and grow.
This spring, I think I will try to get outdoors and take a walk among the spring flowers and
reflect on God’s creation and his Word with others from our church community. Will you join me?
Patty Venable
Deacon, Parish 8B

Prayer and Healing
Mother’s Day: Hearts and Flowers
Thank God for your mother, wherever she may be. Remember, God knew and
loved you while you were growing in the womb. He still loves you and wants to
take away any pain you may carry. Let the prayer warriors help you tap into
God’s healing power. His love is greater than any human’s! Members of the
Prayer Team are available for any of your prayer needs after each church service.
Teams from the Prayer Ministry are available in front of the sanctuary after both
services on the third Sunday of the month and in the Prayer Room on the other
Sundays. Other prayer times are available upon request.
Contact Dave and Linda Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.
Submitted by Selma Wright

THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM
Our current Sonshine Preschool didn’t just happen. It took lots of prayer, critical thinking,
perseverance and expertise to bring it about. Fortunately Ellen Gammelgard was serving on staff at
SPC as Children’s Ministry Director at the time and under her very capable leadership Sonshine was
born. During our 50th anniversary year we are thrilled to present the history of this wonderful
Community program on their 25th anniversary. CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Sonshine Preschool is happily celebrating its 25th year of service to our community. We opened our
doors in September 1991 with morning only classes for children ages 3-5 years on MWF. We quickly
grew to a 5 day program, offering preschool education every weekday morning along with afternoon
programs. With the commitment and support of Sierra Presbyterian Church members and friends
we were able to begin Sierra Christian School in 1994 thereby offering quality education with an
emphasis on incorporating Christian values and faith across the curriculum. This complete spectrum
of Christian education quickly attracted many new families, with Sonshine enrollment reaching 56
students and the elementary school families representing more than 80 children. At one point we
shared space with First Baptist Church to house our upper grades. Sierra Christian School closed in
2008, citing the downturn in the economic climate as reason.
Recently, under the direction of a new Director and staff, Sonshine Preschool’s program has
expanded to include hours from 8AM-4PM, and children as young as 2 years. We presently have 35
children enrolled, and anticipate growing even more in the coming years. We are currently looking
at adding a summer program to further support the needs of our community. Our staff is composed
of highly trained Christian educators. Sonshine is rooted in the knowledge of God’s love and care,
with goals that include building a child’s self-confidence, learning how to get along with others, and
fostering a love of learning and discovering new ideas in preparation for kindergarten.
As a bridge and entryway into the life of Christian faith, we praise God for the ongoing legacy of
Sonshine Preschool in the community and thank each of you for your continued support and
encouragement over the past 25 years! “God is good all the time – All the time God is good!”
STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY OF GOD’S CONTINUED BLESSING ON SPC

Lily’s Garden: Part 2
There’s an old Nigerian parable about a young man embarking on a long journey on a dark night. His
dim lantern doesn’t illuminate the path very far, and he calls back to his father for guidance; “Papa,
papa, what shall I do? I can’t see the path before me.” His wise father asked him how far can he see,
and the young man answered, “Only a few steps”. Then, his father replied; “Go just a few steps”.
More of the way will become clear after we take those few steps.
So, in 2004 I came across the perfect location for Lily’s Garden, a peaceful spot where people can
walk the trails in solitude or gather with friends and family for special occasions. The property had
previously been used as a marijuana growing house (which produced an abundance of discarded
potting soil scattered throughout the yard), and I embarked on my long landscaping journey. As
funds became available, I started taking one step at a time down the garden path.
Then in 2006 a sudden landslide caused my home to be yellow tagged, and I found myself with
nowhere to live—except for this derelict pot house that God had provided two years in advance of
my need. There was no heat, and you could see daylight between the siding, but staying there gave
me a lot more time to work in the garden. Then there were more steps, one at a time, leading to a
cedar log bridge across the stream which resulted in accessing two more acres and a lot more paths
cleared through the woods.
I never could get back to living in my house precariously perched on an 80’ drop off, so I temporarily
stored all my furniture and belongings, and a year later they were all destroyed in a fire . . . another
opportunity to experience God taking care of me. The irony is that with Jim’s household goods
moved here from Georgia, we now have five storage units filled with furniture that we can’t even
use at this time.
It is kind of exciting following God’s path and not knowing exactly where you’re going, but

“God will take care of you,
through every day, o’er all the way.
He will take care of you;
God will take care of you”.
- Linda O’Kay

The Library Team has been busy selecting books and preparing them for you our readers. We have also been reading and discovering a lot of books we think you will enjoy. The following are some you may want to check out.
Betty Beason donated a thought-provoking book titled “Was America Founded as a Christian Nation” by John Fea.
This has been a much-discussed and well-researched question for many years. We found another book that looks at
the same question from a little different perspective. “One Nation Under God America’s Lost Dream” by Tom
Dooley. See Betty’s review below.
Also look for “Adventures in Missing the Point” recommended by Tim Grebe.
Recent additions in fiction:
“The Seat Beside Me” by Nancy Moser. The plane crashes and you are one of 5 survivors! Why Me? Follow the
story of these 5 survivors and how this event changes their lives. This author really does a great job with character
development and pulls you in to their stories and the consequences of having survived such a tramatic event. God
has his ways and his purposes. Follow them as they figure it out.
“Time Lottery” by Nancy Moser. Can you tell that she is my new favorite author? This is a fascinating look at Time
Travel. What if you could go back in time for 7 days to the time period of your choice and change a major decision,
right a wrong or just do a better job with that area of your life? It is now possible and 3 people win the lottery.
Follow them on their journey.
You will also find that we have created a section with Librarian recommendations books we feel many of you might
enjoy and giving you the oppertunity to try out a new author.
If you have read something recently that you think others would really enjoy, please let us know and we will
consider adding it. We read for pleasure and we read for knowledge. Of course we also read to find out how others
have gotten through life’s difficulties and joys with God’s help. We get to know Him better.

I recently read this book and found it most informative and
highly recommend it to anyone interested in this question of our
nation’s founding.
Betty Beason

The author, John Fea offers an even-handed primer on whether
America was founded to be a Christian nation, as many
evangelicals assert, or a secular state, as others contend.
He approaches the title's question from a historical perspective,
helping readers see past the emotional rhetoric of today to the
recorded facts of our past. Readers on both sides of the issues
will appreciate that this book occupies a middle ground, noting
the good points and the less-nuanced arguments of both sides
and leading us always back to the primary sources that our
shared American history comprises.

REMNANT’S CONCERT AND POTLUCK
Saturday, May 20, 2017
POTLUCK: 5 to 6:15 PM. A to M main course/salad;
N to Z Dessert
CONCERT: 6:30 to 7:30 Remnant Gospel quartet
Enjoy a delicious potluck and fellowship time hosted
by “IF” (Intergenerational Fellowship). This will be
followed by a concert in the sanctuary at 6:30 by our
own Remnant singing group. Remnant incorporates
rich, traditional harmonies with a contemporary and
upbeat style.

PICNIC IN THE PARK
Join us for an all church BBQ at Condon
Park! Invite friends, neighbors and family.
Fun, Food, Fellowship.
WHEN: Sat. June 24 @ 4 PM
WHERE: Condon Park, GV
WHAT: Bring a side dish to share, and your own
BBQ meat/chicken to cook on supplied hot coals.
Hosted by Intergenerational Fellowship

GO Center Vision Team
Informational Meeting
All congregational members are invited to join
the SPC GO Vision Leadership Team over
lunch.

Sunday, May 21st
12:00pm—2:00pm
In Ryosa
Receive an update regarding the “Celebrating
Your Passions” questionnaire, the 50 Days to
Vitality Devotional, prayer, and to participate
in group discussions.
Lunch included, RSVP at the Connect Center.

Properties Team Semi-Annual Workday

Congregational Meeting and Potluck

Join the Properties team as we rake up leaves,
needles, pull weeds, “weed eat” and
trim hedges. Coffee, doughnuts, pizza
and fellowship

To present Elders, Deacons and
Nominating Team

Saturday, May 20th
8am– 12pm
Sign up at the Connect Center!

Sunday, June 4th
At
5:00 pm

Join us for the All-Church Campout!
Fellowship, fun, and food!
We’ll enjoy dinners, campfires and outdoor adventures together!
Who: Individuals and families from Sierra Pres or SONshine Preschool.
All ages welcome!
When: Friday – Sunday, July 28th-30th
Where: Jackson Meadows, Aspen Group Campground
(RVs and trailers welcome!)
Bring your kayaks, canoes, ski boats, hiking boots, rafts, and bathing suits because swimming, skiing,
fishing and hiking are all options at Jackson Meadows reservoir.
Cost: $7 per person per night with a max of $20 per night per family.
You can sign up starting Sunday, March 5th in the lobby! Invite your friends!
Come and Play Day!
Don’t want to camp? Come for the day and play! Join us for swimming at Jackson Meadows, a
beautiful mountain hike, or anything else you’d like to do! Stay for dinner! Sign up in the lobby.

25th Anniversary Carnival
Sonshine Preschool is happily celebrating its 25th year of service to our community. We opened our
doors in September 1991 with classes for children ages 3-5 on MWF. We quickly grew to a 5 day
program, offering preschool education every weekday morning. Over the years our program has
expanded to include hours from 8AM-4PM, and children as young as 2 years. We presently have 35
children enrolled, and anticipate growing even more in the following years. Our staff is composed of
highly trained Christian educators. Sonshine is rooted in the knowledge of God’s love and care, with
goals that include building a child’s self-confidence, learning how to get along with others, and
fostering a love of learning and discovering new ideas in preparation for kindergarten.
We are sponsoring a carnival as a fun time to connect with Sonshine families! So, if you are a current
Sonshine family, a Sonshine alumnus, or know someone who is, you are invited to come celebrate
with us on Saturday, June 3rd from 3 – 7PM on the SPC campus. There will be food, games and fun
for all! Watch for more information coming soon…in the meantime save the date and spread the
word! Hope to see you there!!

Sierra Kids Club
Who: 2 years to 5th Grade, childcare available for younger siblings of SKC Participants
What: A place for kids to experience God, have fun, meet new friends, and learn life skills. We
are a member of the Pioneer Clubs.
When: 2nd & 4th Sundays from 5:30 to 7:00pm
Where: 175 Ridge Road, NC
To register or have questions contact
Stacey Kay,
stacey@sierrapres.com
Check us out at facebook.com/
SierraKidsClub

Spring is the time we see evidence of new growth, where plants
seemed as if they were dead but were merely dormant, and the
preparation for new life was just under the ground. Similarly, we are
seeing growth in the young people in Ankor...growth in their decision
to follow Jesus, growth in their desire to share him with others and
growth in their desire to live their lives according to how Jesus lived.
May will be a month full of opportunities as we finish up another
school year. We are continuing our fund-raising efforts to cover the
costs of our recent short-term mission trip to San Francisco, our spring retreat at the end of May to
the Santa Cruz area and our summer camp experience at Hume Lake. Also in May on the 10th you
are all invited that evening to share a meal with us and celebrate this years’ 8th and 12th grade
graduates. It is always a wonderful evening for our church family and marks the achievements of our
students.
The Acts of the Apostles in this book of the Bible is where we are focusing our learning on
Wednesday evenings. Also on those evenings we enjoy time playing games, worshiping and sharing
our dinner meal together. There is always room for more, so all youth are welcome to join us from
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hatcher Hall.
Remember, Sunday mornings we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary during 2nd
service to listen to/discuss the sermon’s relevance to our lives down in Hatcher Hall. The 3rd Sunday
of the month we remain in the full worship service.
Also on the 2nd and 4th Sunday evenings of the month many of our Ankor youth and their families
are a part of The Gathering fellowship group.
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

Singing at Atria
SONshine Preschool

Food Love Garden

Hospice of The Foothills

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Thomas Akin
Rick Atmospera
Jason Bailey
Matthew Doyle
Matt Dusch
Anthony Gilleland
Shane Hayle
Casey Haynes
Casey Lee
Megan Meinholz
Jeff Price
Phillip Pelikan
Alec Schreiber
Matt Schreiber
Matthew Ward
Walter Wiggins
Uriah Gibson

Army
U.S. Army– Hawaii
U.S. Army Rangers
U.S. Navy– Aircraft Carrier
U.S. Army Warrant Officer, Ft. Hood, Texas
Marines– Staff Sgt., Afghanistan
Marines, Iraq
Iraq
U.S. Army, Colorado Springs, Colorado
U.S. Army, Major
Afghanistan
Chaplain, Lt. Commander, USS Essex,
Lance Corp. USMC Camp Pendleton, Ca
M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa
Afghanistan
U.S. Army Special Forces
Afghanistan

Betz, Family Friend
The Shurtz, Son-In-Law
Dennis & Bobbie Bailey
Judy Doyle, Son
The Shurtz, Stepson
Bob & Gladys Joost, Great Nephew
Betz, Family Friend
Tish Wathen, Neighbor's Son
Greg Lee, Son
The Spreiers, Daughter
The Pleski’s, Daughter
Karen Tyner
Paul Schreiber, Grandson
Paul Schreiber, Son
Charles & Norma Black, Nephew
Nate & Betty Beason
Millie Raiche

Helicopter Pilot, Afghanistan
U.S. Air Force, Tech Sgt, Kandahar Afghanistan

Bert & Shirley Binder, Nephew
Beth & Jack Moorhead, Grandson

BACK HOME:
Anthony Gannuscio
Larry Moorhead

EVERY
Sunday:

EVERY
Monday:

Worship Services: PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional
Women:
10:30 Contemporary 7:30am to 9am Activity Room

HEALING PRAYER
after Services
ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
9AM & 10:30AM

Stephen Minister
Supervision—2nd
& 4th Mondays,
5-7 pm, Library

CHILDREN’S
BULLETIN
PROGRAMS:
ARTICLES FOR THE
9:00am Childcare
UPCOMING
&
SUNDAY ARE DUE
10:30am Programs
ON TUESDAYS
ankor Youth:
10:30-11:30
“ankored”
Meet in Hatcher

Third Sunday
Worship Practice
5-6:30pm
in the Sanctuary

EVERY
Tuesday:
Men’s Bible
Breakfast:
6:30am
Library

EVERY
Wednesday:

EVERY
Thursday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

SIERRA WOMEN’S PRAISERCISE for
BIBLE STUDY
Women:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

9am in Ryosa ends 7:30am to 9am for summer 5/11/17 Activity Room

Worship Planning ankor Youth:
5:30-7:30pm
Meeting
1:00pm
Pete’s Office

PRAY NEVADA
COUNTY:
12-1pm

Hatcher 1

Grief & Loss
Support Group
10:30am-Noon
1st & 3rd Thursdays

*Praise Band
Choir Rehearsal
Practice: 7:30-9pm Thursday
*AV Rehearsal
3:30pm & 7:00pm
7:15pm-8:30pm
Bell Choir
Off for summer
Primary Purpose AA
In Depth Bible
Study Small Group Group-Hatcher 1
6:30-8:30pm
2nd & 4th Wed.
1:00pm
Room B

Sierra Kid’s Club 50th Celebration
5:30-7:00pm on the Planning Team

AA Group
Hatcher 3—12-1pm

2nd Monday
9:15-10:45am
Room B

EVERY
Saturday:

SPC Staff Meeting Christian Women Men’s Small Grp 1
10-11:30—Library
in Stitches Quilting 6:30-8/Prayer Rm
Group
Meets on the 3rd
Men's Small Grp 2
Wed. 10-2:30 in
8:00-9:30am
Room C
(Room C)

2nd & 4th Sunday of
each month:
The GATHERING
For Families-4:30pm

same night as the
GATHERING
(2nd & 4th Sunday)

EVERY
Friday:

AA GroupHatcher 3
11am-12pm

(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sierra Services for the
Blind—1st & 3rd
WEDNESDAYS
1:30-3pm—Room B

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:

7/10-14 — SUMMER SENSATION (VBS)
7/28-30 — All-Church Family Campout, Jackson Meadows

5/7 & 14 —The Gathering change of dates for May
5/10 — ankor Youth GRADUATION BANQUET, 5:30-7:30PM
5/13 — Discovery Membership Class, 8:30-12pm
5/19-21 — ankor Youth Spring Retreat at Santa Cruz
5/20 — WORK DAY, 8am-Noon
5/20 — “IF” Potluck with Remnant Concert following
5/21 — GO Center Info Lunch, Noon-2pm
5/29 — Memorial Day — Offices Closed
6/03 — 25th Anniversary Celebration of SONshine Preschool, 3-7pm
6/11-17 — Youth Summer Camp at Hume Lake
6/20-23 — EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY @ Fair Oaks
6/24 — All Church Picnic @ Condon Park; 4:00pm

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.

May 2017
1

2

GO Center —
50 Days of
Vitality
Sermon series begins
Sunday
May 7

7

Staff Reports

9

ASDT Planning

5:30-7:00pm

14

Mothers
Day

Elder Reports Due

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A

10

Staff Reports Due
Deacon Meeting
3pm—Rm B
Stephen Ministry
Support
5:00-7:00pm
Library

15

Session Meeting
6pm—Library

Deacon Meeting
5:30pm—Library

16

11

Grad Banquet
Celebrates 8th
grade and high
school grads
5:30-7:30pm
Ryosa Hall

18

19

28

22

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

23

24

Stephen Ministry
Support
5:00-7:00pm
Library

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th

30

31

Office Closed
Mission
Team
4:30pm
4:30-6pm

WORK
DAY!
WORK
DAY
8:30am
Ankor
Youth
Mom’s
Spring
4
Retreat
in
Moms
Santa
9:30am
Cruz
Ryosa
Fri-Sun.

8am—Noon
8:30am

Road
“IF”to
Resurrection:
Fellowship
Easter
Event
Potluck
5:00 pm
for Everyone!
Ryosa
Hall
1:00pm
with Remnant

26
GOOD FRIDAY
Bethel Church
Noon

Mission Team
4:30pm 4:30-6pm
Library

MEMORIAL DAY
HOLIDAY

Easter
Eggstravaganza
for Kids

25
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

29

EASTER
SUNDAY

20
WORK DAY

Christian Women
In Stitches
10:00am—Rm C
Rm C

PALM SUNDAY

Service

13
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
8:30am-Noon
BEGINS
Ryosa
Library
Turn
clocks
forward
1 hour

5:30pm—Prayer
6pm—Ryosa Hall

The Gathering
50th
4:30-6:45pm
Anniversary
Ryosa Hall of
Kids
Club
1st SPC
5:30-7:00pm
Worship

12

Discovery New
Member Class

Session Meeting

GO Center
Info Lunch
Noon-2pm /
Ryosa

6

Elder Reports Due

17

Nominating Team
Noon

21

5

Mission Team
Mtg & Book Study
4:00pm –5:30pm
Library

5:00pm—
Library

Meeting
withVision
light
Small Group
Teamlunch
10:45am
Noon—Ryosa Hall

1:00pm
Ryosa
Club Hall

4

SWAT
Worship
Planning
Meeting

8

Road to
Resurrection:
The Gathering
Parish 3&5
4:30-6:45pm
Easter
Event
Get-together
Ryosa Hall
for
Everyone!
11:30am
Sierra
Kids

3

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service-6:30pm
6:30pm

27

