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A Season of Celebration…
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
And let us consider how we may spur one another toward love and good deeds. Let
us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
~Hebrews 10:23-25.
As a creature of habit, or one inclined toward a routine, I can often plunge ahead
and serve for season’s at a time. For someone like me it is important to pause or
stop to celebrate what God has been doing, how He has been faithful and has inspired our faithfulness.
We can take certain things for granted, such as the presence of our preschool, the service of church
officers, or the participation of our church as part of a wider reality known as the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church. We can even take the presence of one another for granted and need to be intentional about
getting together to just be in one another’s presence and enjoy one another.
This coming month is replete with opportunities to celebrate and I invite you to gather for the times
and occasions that are coming as a way of celebrating God’s faithfulness, encouraging one another, and
inspiring continued service for Christ. In these days when church participation in our culture is on the
decline and when Christ’s return, whenever that takes place, is getting closer, we are encouraged to not
give up meeting together, but take time to gather as a community for celebration. Some of those times of
celebration include…
Sonshine Preschool’s 25th Anniversary Carnival-Saturday, June 3rd 4-7 pm. Just as our church is
celebrating our 50th anniversary of existence in 2017, so our church’s preschool is celebrating 25 years of
serving our community. As a dad I know firsthand that Sonshine Preschool is a great place to grow. Our
preschool is planning a celebration carnival on Saturday, June 3rd and you are invited to either serve as
part of this celebration, simply come and enjoy, or invite someone you know who needs to know about our
wonderful preschool.
Congregational Meeting-Sunday, June 4th 5-7 pm. This church family gathering will include a
potluck dinner, and time to celebrate our outgoing officers (Elders and Deacons) and elect our incoming
ones. Our nominating committee has prayerfully discerned who God has called into these leadership roles
and we invite to come and confirm that call. We will also receive an update on our Church Revitalization
process, Finances, and Ryosa Kitchen Remodel.
General Assembly-June 20th-23rd @Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church. Sierra Presbyterian Church
participates in a denomination or grouping of churches known as the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
(EPC). This denominational body is gathering for our annual meeting known as General Assembly just
down the hill at Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church. You are encouraged to consider “giving a day to G.A.
(General Assembly)” by going to the events tab on our church’s website www.sierrapres.com and scrolling
down to the link where you can find a list of service opportunities you can sign-up for. General Assembly is
more of a worship service than a business meeting and I encourage you to find a way to serve as well as
sit in on some part of General Assembly in order to get a flavor for what God is doing in our wider church.
In particular, both Wednesday and Thursday evenings of the assembly you are invited to participate in
special times of worship along with assembly members who have gathered from around the country and
world for this special occasion.
All-Church Picnic-Saturday, June 24th 4pm at Condon Park.
Finally, we are kicking-off the summer with a special picnic gathering at Condon Park on Saturday, June
24th. A barbecue, games, and other activities will encourage us to get to know one another better and
renew relationships in a fun and relaxed setting. We encourage to bring a friend who may enjoy
connecting with others in the church in this more informal environment.

SHINING GOD’S LOVE
Julie Tupper-Bradford, Deacon Board Moderator
I have been honored to serve as the Moderator of the Deacon Board for the 2016-2017 term.
As summer begins this month, three new deacons (Barbara Wood, Marty Dinwiddie, and Sharon
Koslosky) will begin their journey of service to our community and congregation on July 1. We are bidding
farewell to three faithful servants: Jeff Hall, Anna Ogden, and Karen Walden. Deni Dax has agreed to
continue serving for another three years.
One of Pastor Mike’s Sermons in May was based on Romans 12 and spoke to the gifts God
endows on each of us for service. Several of these verses are especially applicable to the caring role of
deacons: “Anyone who has the gift of service, should serve…whoever has the gift of encouraging should
encourage. Whoever has the gift of giving to others should give freely…Whoever has the gift of showing
mercy to others should do so with joy. …. Share with God’s people who need help. Bring strangers in
need into your home.”
In the Deacon training guide, it states that “The office of Deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, concern for the needs of the church, and of serving others. Galatians 6:9-10 sets the path for our
service: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”
As Deacons we care for the members of the church family and community by building
relationships with our parish members. Several deacons have discovered their “heart” for those in care
facilities. Others are prayer warriors and comforters. Some are good at figuring out how to provide just the
right assistance such as organizing meals or house cleaning or yard work for members of our church
family and community.
The Deacon fund has been generously blessed by our church family. This fund has allowed us to come
along side those in financial hardship assisting over 50 individuals and families. We have helped community partners provide a night or two of emergency housing to single moms with children. We’ve provided a
tank of gas, a grocery gift card, paid a utility bill, given a gift card to make Christmas a bit brighter. We
provide poinsettias at Christmas to shut-ins, to those who’ve lost loved ones, to those who have shown a
Deacon’s heart in caring.
It’s really not hard being a Deacon. It’s an opportunity to shine God’s love on those around us.

Enjoy the beauty of our surroundings. They are a part of God’s creation, just as you are. Join the prayer
warriors in thanking God for the privilege of living in Nevada County. They are available to pray with you
with any of your prayer needs after each church service. Teams from the Prayer Ministry are available in
front of the sanctuary after both services on the 3rd Sunday of the month and in the Prayer Room on the
other Sundays of the month. Other prayer times are available upon request. Contact Dave and Linda
Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.
Your prayer requests are always confidential. When you have received answered prayer, the prayer
team you prayed with would love to hear about your blessings

The Yard Sale has grown in size and we are now at a point where the support staff must grow in order to maintain the sale in its present form. We need leadership and helpers in key areas as outlined
below. If you feel you can assist in any of these positions, please let us know by June 15. This will
give us time to determine how we move forward.
Areas of need:
Pick up - People able to lift and a few trucks and drivers for picking up large items. Bev Wilson will
coordinate pickups again this year providing she has several people and a few trucks to create a
team.
Set up - Leader and team of 8-10 people for set up Sunday. Must be able to lift, carry EZ ups, tables,
shelves, misc. set up items.
After Sale Donation Coordinators. - 1 or 2 people to contact organizations to arrange pick up of items after
sale.
Clean up - Leader and team of about 15 people for tear down/clean up on Saturday. Involves
dismantling all set up items and packing unsold goods. This team needs a few trucks and drivers to
take remaining leftovers to dump.
Security—Someone to stay over night during set up week and days of sale.
Canopies—Help pick up canopies and drop them off after sale.
Off Load Cars—Two men to help off load cars.8 am to 11:00
Please send your name and area of interest to Gretchen (gkd19@hotmail.com) or Michele
(mch1989@att.net). Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please talk to Michele Hall or
Gretchen Schomberg

Here is how to submit information to the communications/design department. All email
communications should be addressed to design@sierrapres.com with an indication of what it is
for in the subject line of the email.
The deadline for submitting information for the weekly bulletins and the all church email is
Wednesday afternoons. The deadline to submit articles for the Sierra Story is the 25th of the
month. It will be helpful if the email subject line indicates which of those three things your
submission is for. You can also contact Stacey at the church office Tuesday—Friday.
If you are trying to contact Christian, his regular office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from
1pm—4pm. Please note, deadlines for submitting information for ALL digital media/social
media production is noon (12pm) on the Tuesday before the Sunday you wish for any slides to
be used in service. All information for social media/marketing production AND website corrections and/or additions are subject to leadership approval and need a minimum of five (5)
business days lead time before they will be available to go live.
Thank you for respecting the design departments deadlines for submissions of information as
we endeavor to produce accurate content for the church family.
Respectfully Yours, Christian & Stacey

STEPHEN MINISTRIES
Christ Caring for People through People
If you are interested in the new book, Cancer – Now What?, by
Kenneth C. Haugk, PhD., stop by the Connect Center and pick-up
the Giver’s Guide. This 32-page booklet contains questions and
answers you may have about the book before reading it for yourself
or giving it to someone else and is our gift to you. The Stephen
Ministry library has a copy of the book. Cancer – Now What? available for check-out. To purchase a copy of the book, contact the
Stephen Ministry leaders, and they will order it for you.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2
Would you like to know more about this important ministry? Are you in need of a trained listening person
who will walk with you during your crisis? All you have to do is contact one our Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Jonathan Harvey, Denise Harvey, or Pete Welty (265-3291 ext 33).

SIERRA BIBLE STUDY
The women of Sierra Bible Study have just finished a wonderful year studying the New Testament books of
Mark and Titus. Next year we will study the Gospel of John using a DVD by the same name for some of
our large group time.
When we break into our small groups we will go over the questions for the week’s lesson. It is always a
rich time not only of being in God’s Word together but of fellowship and prayer for one another.
We would love to have you join us next year for our study. We meet Thursday mornings beginning September 21st at 9AM – so please SAVE THE DATE!
If you have any questions you may call Betty Beason at 227-7364.

.

Things are good in the library. We continue to add new books for your reading pleasure. This month we
are featuring books donated to the library by Jonathan Harvey.
Retire Inspired by Chris Hogan
The Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey
These books were presented at the Financial Peace University Seminar that was held here at the church
last year. We can all use helpful tips on how to pay off debt, recognize dangerous money myths and how
to secure a big, fat nest egg for emergencies and retirement. These books will be available for you to
check out. So check them out!!! God wants us to be wise with our money. Not always easy to do.
Don’t forget to check out our book cart. Books are available for a donation to the library. These donations
make it possible for us to keep adding new items to the library. We are also thankful for your book donations. If you are clearing out your bookcase remember we accept all book donations and put them to good
use.
Also look at the Librarian Recommendations if you are hoping to find some good reading material. Nothing
much better than relaxing with a good book on a warm spring afternoon or early morning.
If you can’t find something please feel free to ask one of us on Sunday between services or just give me a
call. We are here to help!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
& POTLUCK
To present Elders, Deacons and
Nominating Team
Sunday, June 4th
At
5:00 pm- 7:00pm

PICNIC IN THE PARK
Join us for an all church BBQ at Condon
Park! Invite friends, neighbors and family.
Fun, Food, Fellowship.
WHEN: Sat. June 24 @ 4 PM
WHERE: Condon Park, GV
WHAT: Bring a side dish to share, and your own
BBQ meat/chicken to cook on supplied hot coals.
Hosted by Intergenerational Fellowship

Join us for the All-Church Campout!
Fellowship, fun, and food!
We’ll enjoy dinners, campfires and outdoor adventures together!
Who: Individuals and families from Sierra Pres or SONshine Preschool.
All ages welcome!
When: Friday – Sunday, July 28th-30th
Where: Jackson Meadows, Aspen Group Campground
(RVs and trailers welcome!)
Bring your kayaks, canoes, ski boats, hiking boots, rafts, and bathing suits because swimming, skiing,
fishing and hiking are all options at Jackson Meadows reservoir.
Cost: $7 per person per night with a max of $20 per night per family.
You can sign up starting Sunday, March 5th in the lobby! Invite your friends!
Come and Play Day!
Don’t want to camp? Come for the day and play! Join us for swimming at Jackson Meadows, a
beautiful mountain hike, or anything else you’d like to do! Stay for dinner! Sign up in the lobby.

Blood Donors:
Many thanks and kudos to those who are blood donors; you are supporting your community and
saving lives. The need for blood continues to rise. There are different types of donations—whole
blood, plasma, platelets, and source plasma.
Sierra Pres has participated as a Donor Club for many years. We have credits of 1,272, which has
helped 3,816 patients. Our Donor Club number is 7638, which is the number you would give at the
time of your donation.
If you have any questions, please call Lori Gunderson.

What LiNC (Love in Nevada County) Can and Does Produce in
Our Community!
Thank you to all of you that participate in LiNC 2017. I especially want to thank Dick Dirga for
heading up SPC’s involvement and the following project managers: Judy Doyle—Hospice
Warehouse; Dick & Lynne Dirga—Women of Worth; Duane Zander—Diamond Arrow Camp
Ground; Terry Lowell—Sammy’s Friends; Beth Grifin—SONShine Preschool; Jonathan Steel—Atria
and Crystal Ridge Convalescent Homes; Jim Gilbert—Echo Ridge School; Drew Speroni—Food
Love Garden
These, along with all 44 of the service projects that were carried out in our community on the weekend of April 29 & 30, made a difference in so many ways. There were approximately 600 Christ
followers from over 16 congregations all working joyfully together. When you read the following from
what one LiNC person wrote, you will get a picture of how Jesus was right alongside each situation
that weekend. May God continue to use us to reach out in His name.—Janet Lowell
(This letter was forwarded to me from the LiNC project manager at Foothill Community Church.
They headed up a huge project at Memorial Park.)
Thank you for inviting me to be a co-leader. It got me there early and I had an opportunity to
meet Jennifer and her dog Bo. We talked awhile and really connected. I was able to witness to
her in a very natural, conversational way, as God would have it. I gave her my card and have
been praying for her and her ex. Later, I had the pleasure of meeting Debby and her daughter
who works there leading the YMCA kids camp this summer. I loved that we were able to share
extra food with some youth that came through. One young tattooed and pierced man, Nathan,
told me he had been baptized earlier that day at a church in Penn Valley! Thank you again for
the opportunity to serve, this is my heart and an answer to prayer (& I'm sure not just mine!)
seeing the churches coming together this way!

First, I would like to thank you all for your friendly and gracious welcome to my husband and I. We are
looking forward to getting to know you all better and being able to call the people of Sierra Presbyterian
Church our family.
I have mentioned a few times that God has given me a passion for ministry to children and families. And,
of course, one of my favorite Bible stories is that of Jesus welcoming the little children. There is a lot that
can be gleaned about ministry to children and families in the few verses that make up this story, but, for
now, I want to share just one of the things that stands out to me.
In Mark’s account (Mark 10:13-16), after Jesus has scolded the disciples for getting in the way of the parents who were trying to bring their children to Him, it says, “And he took the children in his arms, put his
hands on them and blessed them.” The Greek word used here for “took” is enankalízomai, and it means
to “take up into one’s arms, to embrace.” This verse is saying that Jesus held every single child on his
lap, gave them a great big hug and then blessed them! Can you imagine the joy of those children? How
welcome and valued and loved they must have felt! Can you imagine the surprise and gratitude and joy of
the parents? They had wanted their child to be blessed, but Jesus gave them so much more! Can you
imagine the surprise and wonder of the disciples? They were receiving a personal demonstration of what
it means to welcome a child (the humble, the weak).
Oh, what a beautiful picture this is for those of us who seek to “let the children come to Him!” At the core
of what we do in children’s ministry is this – we want every child to know Jesus this intimately; we want
every child to feel His embrace and to know that they are welcome, valued and loved. And, we want to
encourage and help parents who are seeking to bring their children to Jesus; we want to come alongside
and partner with them to raise lifelong followers of Jesus.
Those desires help shape what we do in our quest to fulfill SPC’s mission and give opportunities for
children and families to discover, follow, love and share Jesus. Having children participate in the larger
body of Christ and our corporate worship services is one of the ways we believe we can do this. Families
that attend our 9am service are already doing this, but we want to make sure that we are not hindering
the children of our 10:30am service so, beginning June 18th, the children will begin each Sunday in the
service, singing and praying alongside their parents (and us) before being invited to participate in ageappropriate classes at the greeting time.
Not only will we be living into our mission and vision, but we will also be able to follow Christ’s example
and embrace (welcome, value & love) the children, encourage families in their spiritual journey and
demonstrate a humble, wonder-filled posture before God.
I am excited about being part of the ministry here at SPC to reach children and families for Christ and am
looking forward to helping kids grow deep roots in Him.
For the kids and the Kingdom, Stacey

Youth ministry is based on building relationships with young people. By
caring for them and what they are going through in life we earn their
attention to teach them about a life of following Jesus. What a blessing it is
in Ankor these days with many of our young people stepping into leadership roles: leading worship, leading games, teaching each other about faith
issues. It is our desire to help develop disciples of Jesus not merely consumers of programs being offered to them.
For the month of June yet another school year is coming to a close. For the
youth and some of our staff who are public school teachers the days ‘till
summer vacation are numbered. Ankor will start the summer with a special Kick off Wednesday, June 14 th.
Details will follow, but this will be the night we switch to our extended summer hours of 5 – 8 p.m. A
number of our youth, along with younger youth from our church, will all be going to Hume Lake Camp the
third week in June. We thank all of you for your generous support helping us make this a reality! We will
have an additional fund raiser on June 24th providing the food for the Mini Mania Owners Appreciation Day.
We always enjoy lots of fun community activities for our Wednesday meetings. We will soon finish up the
book of Acts and move into another area of study for the summer.
Remember, Sunday mornings we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary during 2 nd service
to listen to/discuss the sermon’s relevance to our lives down in Hatcher Hall. The 3 rd Sunday of the month
we remain in the full worship service.
Also on the 2nd and 4th Sunday evenings of the month many of our Ankor youth and their families are a part
of the Gathering fellowship group.
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM
THE FAMILY THAT PLAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER
While the early church family was busy worshipping, forming Sunday School classes, organizing youth
groups, participating in joint Vacation Bible Schools, building buildings, doing service projects, planting gardens and tending to the financial picture it became apparent that the “Family” needed to build tighter relationships with one another. What better way to do that than have some fun.
A Basketball team was organized. Well it should be said that two teams were organized because the
adults challenged the youth to a first game. If memory serves, the first game was won by the adults but
then the youth took the next. Not sure from then on but it was pure fun with a little exhaustion thrown in.
The games were held in the Armory (now the Nev. Co. Historical Society Bldg.) There were adult and
youth cheerleaders and plenty of fans sitting in the stands to root on their preferred team.
Church Family Picnics became an annual event. These were held in various parks in the County and always very well attended. Of course there was lots of eating of the delicious potlucks and numerous games.
It was fun to watch the sack races with one adult leg and one child leg in the same sack. Tug-o-war was
always competitive with the Water Balloon Toss and Egg on a Spoon Run a bit nerve wracking. Then there
was the baseball game but the most anticipated event was the Watermelon Seed Spitting contest. Everyone was out to beat Pastor Bruce Heiple because he always was able to spit the seed the longest distance.
With children and adult alike being together, eating together, laughing together and playing together it became apparent that indeed Sierra Presbyterian Church was indeed a loving family-the way that God intends us to be.
STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY OF GOD’S CONTINUED BLESSING ON SPC
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EVERY
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Worship Services: PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional
Women:
10:30 Contemporary 7:30am to 9am Activity Room

HEALING PRAYER
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ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
9AM & 10:30AM

Stephen Minister
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& 4th Mondays,
5-7 pm, Library

CHILDREN’S
PROGRAMS:
9:00am Childcare
&
10:30am Programs
ankor Youth:
10:30-11:30
“ankored”
Meet in Hatcher

EVERY
Tuesday:
Men’s Bible
Breakfast:
6:30am
Library

EVERY
Wednesday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

PRAY NEVADA
COUNTY:
12-1pm

Hatcher 1

Grief & Loss
Support Group
10:30am-Noon
1st & 3rd Thursdays

*Praise Band
Choir Rehearsal
Practice: 7:30-9pm Thursday
*AV Rehearsal
3:30pm & 7:00pm
7:15pm-8:30pm
Bell Choir
Off for summer
Primary Purpose AA
In Depth Bible
Study Small Group Group-Hatcher 1
6:30-8:30pm
2nd & 4th Wed.
1:00pm
Room B

50th Celebration
Planning Team
2nd Monday
9:15-10:45am
Room B

EVERY
Saturday:

SPC Staff Meeting Christian Women Men’s Small Grp 1
10-11:30—Library
in Stitches Quilting 6:30-8/Prayer Rm
Group
Meets on the 3rd
Men's Small Grp 2
Wed. 10-2:30 in
8:00-9:30am
Room C
(Room C)

1:00pm
Pete’s Office

in the Sanctuary

EVERY
Friday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

Worship Planning ankor Youth:
5:30-7:30pm
Meeting

Third Sunday
Worship Practice
5-6:30pm

EVERY
Thursday:

AA Group
Hatcher 3—12-1pm

AA GroupHatcher 3
11am-12pm

(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sierra Services for the
Blind—1st & 3rd
WEDNESDAYS
1:30-3pm—Room B

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:
6/03 — 25th Anniversary Celebration of SONshine Preschool, 3-7pm
6/11-17 — Youth Summer Camp at Hume Lake
6/20-23 — EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY @ Fair Oaks
6/24 — All Church Picnic @ Condon Park; 4:00pm
7/10-14 — SUMMER SENSATION (VBS)
7/28-30 — All-Church Family Campout, Jackson Meadows

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.
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Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com

Join Us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

