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Tom Dax  Adult Spiritual Dev 1 Jane Patterson 

Carolyn Wertz  Care & Connection 2 MaryAnn MacDonald 

Sabrina Speroni  Children’s Ministry 3A Dona Paulus 

Jonathan Harvey Finance   3B Patty Painter 

Emily Dyer  Missions  4 Deni Dax 
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  Words to Live by… 
 

We live in a society in which we are bombarded by words.  In the midst of the 
cacophony of sound we are regularly deluged by, it is hard to stay oriented or 
rooted.  We need an identified way of life to live by.  The message of 2 Timothy, 
which we will be exploring on Sunday mornings this summer, presents a way of life 
that is marked by Words to Live by.  As it says about God’s Word in general in 
Psalm 19:11, “By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward.”  God’s Word gives us the direction we need.  In Presbyterian circles we say that “scripture is our 
only authoritative guide for all matters of faith and practice.”   

 
Paul in particular has this in mind when he writes to Timothy saying, “All scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.  That the man (or woman) of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  In other words, not only does 
it teach us which way to go, it also lets us know when we are off course.  Ultimately, as we hear, read, 
study, meditate, and memorize God’s Word, we will be changed by it.  We will be trained in what it means 
to live in a right relationship with God.  Throughout Paul’s letter to Timothy he used a number of words or 
phrases to capture how we are meant to live.  We find there that… 

 
Our calling is to both Faith and Ministry.  Paul is clear in his letter to Timothy that our first calling is 

to place our faith in God’s grace, that he loves us and longs for a relationship with us.  But Paul also details 
in 2 Timothy how we are called to ministry.  A primary part of this call to ministry is to pass on faith to the 
next generation which was the focus of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s General Assembly entitled, 
Generation to Generation.  Paul would say, “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”  In this way, the truth of 
scripture is something that needs to be both Guarded and Given Away.  We need to guard what has been 
deposited into our lives or entrusted to us.  But we are also to entrust what we have learned to others who 
will also be able to teach in such a way that an unbreakable chain of communication and reception of the 
gospel is created.   

 
Our calling is to both Suffering and Endurance.  In this process of being called to faith and to 

ministry we must know that suffering awaits us.  Paul invited Timothy to “join with me (him) in suffering for 
the gospel.”  Paul could speak of his being appointed by the gospel as the reason for which he was 
suffering.  He was even suffering to the point of being “chained like a criminal.” But he knew that God’s 
word was not chained and that followers of Christ are called to endure suffering for the sake of the gospel.  
We are to “endure hardship like a good soldier of Christ Jesus,” and “to endure everything for the sake of 
the elect,” in other words, enduring suffering for the sake of others in the life of the church.   

 
Our calling is to use words to Build up and not Tear Down.  Paul is clear that there are plenty of 

words and ways of living, not to live by, and that words can be used to ruin and destroy, “Warn them before 
God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen.”  We are to avoid 
“godless chatter” which spreads like gangrene, to avoid foolish and stupid arguments because it produces 
quarrels, and instead be kind to everyone, able to teach, and not resentful.  Implicitly, what Paul is saying 
is that words have power and that when we orient our lives around God’s Word, we will find Words to Live 
by. 
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4               Deacon’s Corner  

    In God’s Timing (I.G.T.) 
 
When I was young, “waiting” was one of the hardest things I had to learn. Waiting for something important 
was never fun or easy!   Some of our classic family favorites were: “Are we there yet?” “Can’t I open just 
one present before Christmas?” “When can we go to Disneyland?” My mother would often say, “Patience 
is a virtue and a little won’t hurt you!”  I never really liked it when she said that, but I somehow knew she 
was trying to make some important point. We do not always receive what we want in this life RIGHT 
NOW!  As we mature, we must somehow learn to cultivate patience and discover that fruit of the Spirit 
called self-control. In essence....we must learn how to wait. 
 
Why is this lesson important? Jesus told us our journey on this earth would not always be an easy one. 
We will experience both blessings and great difficulties. We will be doing a lot of waiting for our answers. 
On some occasions we will be celebrating and on other occasions we will be grieving.  The good news is 
that our Lord is the best teacher we will ever have...we just need to be good students, pay attention, and 
take notes!  He wants us to prayerfully reach out and trust Him for guidance.  As Christians, we know that 
God is miraculously weaving His mystery in our lives. This is such a comfort to the soul when life feels 
frightening and impossible! Our Lord is indeed our safe refuge. 
 
While experiencing many challenges in my own life these last few years, my wonderful friend, neighbor, 
and Stephen Minister, Ginny Ebey, taught me just to try and accept “In God’s Timing” (I.G.T.). How simply 
and beautifully that sums it up. We all need to learn that art of surrendering to God so that the pressure 
can be lifted. So, let go and let God do what He does best!  Now, if I experience that worry popping into 
my mind again, I try to stop myself and simply pray instead. Look to the heavens for His grace and  
wisdom. What a relief to know we are ultimately not in charge or in control of so many of these challeng-
ing life events. It is so comforting to know that the Holy Spirit does not leave us alone while we navigate 
this complex life. 
 
Dear Father, 
The stress we feel in this life has a way of making us feel that everything needs to happen right now! 
Faith assures us that everything will happen in Your perfect timing. Please give us the strength to TRUST 
that timing.  Amen. 
 
Bev Wilson Deacon 
 
 

Prayer And Healing 
 

Patriotism and God 
 

Our country was founded on the principle of religious freedom.  The second amendment to the  

Constitution guarantees freedom of religion.  Are you taking advantage of that privilege?  Pray to God for 

protection of that right and for His followers, especially those being persecuted around the world.  Join the 

prayer warriors after any worship service.  Teams for the Prayer Ministry are available in front of the  

sanctuary after both services on the third Sunday of the month and in the Prayer Room on the other  

Sundays of the month.  Other prayer times are available upon request.  Contact Dave and Linda  

Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.  



Financial Peace University Is Coming To SPC!    5 

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a nine-week long class that teaches you how to handle money 

God’s way.   Dave Ramsey created Financial Peace University over 25 years ago after going through 

some serious money troubles himself.  He ended up declaring bankruptcy after a series of events.  It 

was then he set out to understand and learn how money worked and how to handle money God’s 

way.  The Bible has a lot to say about money.  In fact, Jesus talked more about money than He did 

about love. 

 

We all need a plan for our money.  Financial Peace University is that plan.  Whether you are just 

starting out, in the midst of trying to pay-off debt, dealing with a financial emergency, wondering how 

to save for your future or are looking toward the future to retirement, FPU is for you.  Through video 

teaching, class discussions and interactive group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to 

get from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show you how to get rid 

of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more!  The average family pays off 

$5,300 in debt and saves $2,700 in the first 90 days. 

 

Our Fall 2017 Financial Peace University class will begin on September 13, 2017, at 6:00pm and will 

be coordinated and led by Jonathan Harvey.  Materials for the class cost $100 and registration  

begins this month.  Additional information, along with a quick video and online registration, can be 

found at https://fpu.com/1043518  and on the church website under the events tab.  When signing up 

through the online registration link, enter your registration information at the bottom of the screen and 

check the box “No. I already have membership materials” and click the “Register” button.  We will 

have the membership materials available beginning in September at the church so that you do not 

have to pay for shipping.  For additional information, or if you would rather register in person, contact 

Jonathan Harvey at 268-1390 (evenings). 

 

“The rich rules over the poor And the borrower is slave to the lender.”  Proverbs 22:7 

Live like no one else so you can live like no one else! 
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES 

Christ Caring for People through People   

 
If you are interested in the new book, Cancer – Now What?, by Kenneth C. Haugk, 
PhD., featured below,  stop by the Connect  Center and pick-up the Giver’s Guide.  
This 32-page booklet contains questions and answers you may have about the book 
before reading it for yourself or giving it to someone else and is our gift to you.  The 
Stephen Ministry library has a copy of the book. Cancer – Now What?  available for 
check-out.  To purchase a copy of the book, contact the Stephen Ministry leaders, and 
they will order it for you. 

 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  
      - Galatians 6:2 

 
Would you like to know more about this important ministry?  Are you in need of a 
trained listening person who will walk with you during your crisis? All you have to do is 
contact one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Jonathan Harvey, Denise Harvey, or  
Pete Welty (265-3291 ext 33).  
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8         Sierra Kids  
Summer Sensation week is finally here! By the time you read this, all of the supplies will have been 
purchased, the decorations will be up and everything will be prepped and ready for when the kids 
arrive on Monday morning. This will be the 17

th
 VBS that I have lead and I never get tired of doing 

it. God’s Truth being shared, relationships being formed and continuing, creative storytelling,  
missions introduced and encouraged, drama, music, games, crafts – the Gospel wrapped and 
served in a fun package! Truthfully, this is what Children’s Ministry should be like all of the time, but, 
for now, once a year we get to be a little silly and have the privilege of taking a spiritual journey with 
kids. 
 
Obviously, the desired outcome of all of the hours of preparation and resources dedicated to it is to 
have kids meet God in a personal and life-transforming way and to have them make a decision to 
believe, trust and follow Christ. The truth of the matter is, we are more often seed planters than  
anything else. And that is more than okay. We don’t know how, when or where God will break 
through, but we do know that God can use us as part of His plan. Some kids will come to camp  
having already made a decision to follow Christ – we get to take their roots a little deeper, solidify 
Biblical truths and encourage their relationship with Him; some kids will come to camp with a lot of 
knowledge about God, but not yet having made a commitment to follow Him – we get to fertilize the 
soil some more, plant some more seeds and, perhaps, see some take root; some kids will come to 
camp and have a surface knowledge of God – we get to introduce them to a loving God who wants 
to have a relationship with them and, if nothing else, prepare the soil for more. 
 
None of this can happen if we ourselves are not anchored in God’s Word and covered in prayer. 
Although many of you won’t be physically at the church during this week, you can be an integral 
part of our Summer Sensation camp by spending time in prayer for and with us. Here’s how you 
can pray: 
 
 Pray for a shield of protection around our camp. Ask God to protect all who attend and provide 

for a safe week. 
 Ask God to help everyone involved to do everything with joy and love. 
 Pray for the Bible Study leaders to effectively communicate God’s love to the children they 

teach. 
 Ask God for stamina and strength for those who are leading recreation. 
 Ask for a special blessing on all the snacks prepared and the volunteers preparing them. 
 Pray for those leading music and drama. Ask God to give them energy that will excite kids to 

learn through the songs and skits. 
 Ask God for creativity and patience for those working in the craft rotation. 
 Pray that God will plant seeds of interest in pursuing God’s call to missions through our Mission 

rotation, and that our Mission rotation leaders will be encouraged throughout the week. 
 Ask God to be with our Preschool leaders and to give them patience, creativity, stamina and 

strength for the week.  
 
For the kids and the Kingdom, Stacey 



Summer for Ankor is off with a BANG! We had 10 students from our 
group attend camp in June at Hume Lake. They will each tell you that it 
was an amazing week of growing in their faith while having a blast of a 
time! They are all stoked to go again next year and get more of their 
friends to join them!  
So, for the month of July we have some great Wednesday evening  
activities on our schedule:  Wednesday, July 5, from 4 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. 
we will caravan down to the Galleria Mall for what we call “Where’s 
Waldo” night and will be looking for SPC members in disguise around 
the mall. Wednesday, July 12, from 5 p.m.- 8  p.m. we will be putting on 

a night of water games for the grade schoolers of our church whose parents have an evening program 
that night in conjunction with Summer Sensation that will be happening in the mornings that week. 
Wednesday, July 19, from  
4 p.m.-10:30 p.m. we will be going to Sunsplash in Roseville. Cost: money for dinner plus $18 for the 
water slides. And finally on Wednesday, July 26, from 4 – 8:30 p.m. we will be going to Rollins Lake 
for swimming, games and a BBQ.  
 
Remember, Sunday mornings  we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary during second  
service to listen to/discuss the sermon’s relevance to our lives down in Hatcher Hall. The third Sunday 
of the month we remain in the full worship service.  
 
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff  

 Ankor Youth Ministries   9                           
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THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM 

CARING MINISTRY – A MAJOR FOCUS 
Caring for the church family, as well as our surrounding community, has been a central theme for SPC from 
the very beginning right up to the current times. 
 
Deacons have and continue to bring caring, concern and comfort in compassionate ways.  Our Deacons 
partner with our Elders as they are assigned in pairs to our many parishes.  This means that they may have 
a heavy load to carry and can become spread a little thin over all the families that are assigned to them.  
So along came STEPHEN MINISTRY. 
 
In 1984, a small article talking about Stephen Ministry from another church’s bulletin was left on Program 
Director, Janet Lowell’s, desk by one of the church members.  After doing some research and checking out 
what Stephen Ministry was all about it was clear that this one-on-one caring ministry would be a great asset 
to our church family.  Janet took the information to Pastor Bruce Heiple who enthusiastically agreed that 
this information should be taken to Session.  Session agreed that it sounded like a good idea but the  
financial cost of the training and materials was a concern to many.  However, after lots of prayer and more 
explanation it was agreed that Sierra Presbyterian would take the plunge and become a Stephen Ministry 
church.  After two weeks of training by Rev. Kenneth Haugh, PhD., the originator of Stephen Ministry, it 
was decided to begin a training class at SPC in the fall of 1984 to teach others the principles of this  
confidential caring ministry.  The first class had 12 courageous and enthusiastic individuals.  There have 
been many such classes over the years and Stephen Ministry continues to be a vital part of SPC’s ministry.  
Interesting note – Sierra Presbyterian is one of the longest continuing Stephen Ministry churches in No. 
California. 
 

    SPC 50th Anniversary 
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Clarissa Schnitzius is our new Interim Care & Connection Director. She comes to us with a heart for 
service and a deep care for people of all generations. Clarissa was raised in a Christian home and 
comes from a family deeply rooted in faith and ministry. She and her husband Mike, a correctional  
officer at the Nevada County Jail, have five children made up of two sets of twins and one in the  
middle! James and Andrew are the oldest set of twins (19). James is attending Butte College taking 
his general education classes with an emphasis on Fire Science. Andrew is attending Yuba College,  
playing baseball and taking general education classes with an emphasis on Nursing. Danielle (15) is a 
sophomore at Nevada Union, loves softball and going to Sierra Pres ankor Youth Group. Colby and 
Sarah (8) are going into the third grade at Williams Ranch School in Penn Valley and both love  
soccer. Clarissa has owned her own care and cleaning business for the last four years, has a back-
ground in office administration assistance and is looking forward to using her God-given gifts and  
abilities to help the congregation of Sierra Pres connect and care for one another. In the last year that 
her family has attended Sierra Pres., Clarissa has witnessed a lot of growth in The Gathering small 
group and is excitedly anticipating this growth to continue in all areas of the church. She is excited at 
where the church is right now and where the church is going and feels blessed to be a part of it all. 



    12              SPC Ministries 

Can you sew? 

Would you like to bless your community? 

If you do, check out 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN STITCHES 

Third Wednesday of the Month 

10am—2:30pm in Room C 

Ruby Foster 

530-205-5563 

Join us for the All-Church Campout! 
Fellowship, fun, and food! 

 

We’ll enjoy dinners, campfires and outdoor adventures together! 
Who: Individuals and families from Sierra Pres or SONshine Preschool. 
          All ages welcome! 
When:  Friday – Sunday, July 28th-30th   
Where: Jackson Meadows, Aspen Group Campground (RVs and trailers welcome!) 
 

Bring your kayaks, canoes, ski boats, hiking boots, rafts, and bathing suits because swimming, skiing, 
fishing and hiking are all options at Jackson Meadows reservoir. 
 

Cost: $7 per person per night with a max of $20 per night per family. You can sign up in the lobby! 
Invite your friends! 
 

Come and Play Day! 
Don’t want to camp?  Come for the day and play!  Join us for swimming at Jackson Meadows, a 
beautiful mountain hike, or anything else you’d like to do!  Stay for dinner!  Sign up in the lobby. 
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Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary 

Coming Up: 
6/03 — 25th Anniversary Celebration of SONshine Pre-
 school, 3-7pm 
6/11-17 — Youth Summer Camp at Hume Lake 
6/20-23 — EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY @ Fair Oaks 
6/24 — All Church Picnic @ Condon Park; 4:00pm 
7/10-14 — SUMMER SENSATION (VBS) 
7/28-30 — All-Church Family Campout, Jackson Meadows 
 

(Events in italics are outside groups) 

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any 

Calendar Updates. 

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary 

Coming Up: 
7/04 —  4th of July Holiday — CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
7/10-14 — SUMMER SENSATION — Galactic Surveyors 
7/18&20— SONshine in the Summer, TU&TH, Safari 
7/26 — Adult Class—The Exodus Wanderings, 1:00pm 
7/25&27— SONshine in the Summer, TU&TH, Safety 
7/28-30 — All-Church Family Campout, Jackson Meadows 
7/30 — BLENDED SINGLE SERVICE @ 10:00AM 
8/01&03—SONshine in the Summer, TU&TH, The County 

EVERY 
Sunday: 

EVERY 
Monday: 

EVERY 
Tuesday: 

EVERY 
Wednesday: 

EVERY 
Thursday: 

EVERY 
Friday: 

EVERY 
Saturday: 

Worship Services: 
9:00 Traditional 
10:30 Contemporary 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

Men’s Bible  
Breakfast:  
6:30am 
Library 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

SIERRA WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY  
9am in Ryosa ends 
for summer 5/11/17 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

 

HEALING PRAYER 
after Services 
ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
9AM & 10:30AM 

Stephen Minister 
Supervision—2nd & 

4th Mondays,  
5-7 pm, Library 

SPC Staff Meeting  
10-11:30—Library 

Christian Women 
in Stitches Quilting 
Group  
Meets on the 3rd 
Wed. 10-2:30 in 
Room C 

Men’s Small Grp 1 
6:30-8/Prayer Rm 
 
Men's Small Grp 2 
8:00-9:30am 
(Room C) 
 

  

CHILDREN’S      
PROGRAMS: 
9:00am Childcare 
&  
10:30am Programs 

BULLETIN ARTICLES 
FOR THE 

UPCOMING 
SUNDAY ARE DUE 

ON TUESDAYS 

Worship Planning 
Meeting 
1:00pm 
Pete’s Office 

ankor Youth:  
5:30-7:30pm 
Hatcher 1 
 

 

Grief & Loss 
Support Group 
10:30am-Noon      1st 
& 3rd Thursdays 

   

ankor Youth:  
10:30-11:30 
“ankored” 
Meet in Hatcher  
 

Third Sunday 
Worship Practice 

5-6:30pm  
in the Sanctuary 

 
 

PRAY NEVADA 
COUNTY:  
12-1pm 

 

*Praise Band  
Practice: 7:30-9pm 
*AV Rehearsal 
7:15pm-8:30pm 

Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday  
3:30pm & 7:00pm 
CHOIRS OFF FOR 
SUMMER 
Bell Choir  
Off for summer 
 

   

2nd & 4th Sunday of 
each month: 
The GATHERING 
For Families-4:30pm 
(off for the summer) 

   
 

Primary Purpose AA 
Group-Hatcher 1 
6:30-8:30pm 

AA Group- 
Hatcher 3 
11am-12pm 

  

Sierra Kid’s Club 
5:30-7:00pm on the 

same night as the 
GATHERING 
(2nd & 4th Sunday) 
(off for the summer) 

50th Celebration 
Planning Team 
2nd Monday 
9:15-10:45am 
Room B 

 AA Group  
Hatcher 3—12-1pm 
 
Sierra Services for the 
Blind—1st & 3rd  
WEDNESDAYS 
1:30-3pm—Room B 

    

http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/current-series
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/prayer-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-mid-week
sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-on-sundays
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Mom’s  
4 

Moms 
9:30am 
Ryosa 

Staff Reports 

Deacon Meeting   
3pm—Rm B 

Session Meeting  
6pm—Library 

Mission 
Team 

4:30pm 
4:30-6pm 

Small Group Vision 
Team     10:45am 

Nominating Team 
Noon 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

PALM SUNDAY 
 

50th 
Anniversary of 

1st SPC 
Worship 
Service 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

 
Easter 

Eggstravaganza 
for Kids 

WORK DAY 
8:30am 

Parish 3&5 
Get-together 

11:30am 
Ryosa Hall 

Properties Team 
10am — Rm B 

MAUNDY  
THURSDAY  

Service-6:30pm 
6:30pm 

Road to 
Resurrection:
Easter Event 
for Everyone! 

1:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Bethel Church 

Noon 

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th 

SWAT 
Worship 
Planning 
Meeting 
5:00pm—
Library 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVINGS TIME  

BEGINS 
Turn clocks forward 

1 hour 

June 2017 
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Ankor Youth and Sierra Kids at Summer Camp in Hume Lake 
 

Deacon Meeting   
5:30pm—Library 

SONShine  
Preschool 25th 
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Session Meeting  
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Congregational 
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At Condon 
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Sierra Kids  
Start in 

Worship Service 
Kid’s Talk 

@10:30 

Sierra Kids  
Start in 

Worship Service 

July 2017 
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SUMMER SENSATION...Galactic Surveyors...9-Noon 

Staff Reports Due 
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Properties Team 
10am — Rm B 

Mission Team 
4:30pm 4:30-6pm 

Library 

Stephen Ministry 
Support 

5:00-7:00pm 
Library 

Christian Women  
In Stitches 

10:00am—Rm C 
Rm C 

Grief Support 
Group 

10:00am—Rm A 

Adult Class 
The Exodus 
Wanderings 

Charles Erion 
1:00pm 

Staff Reports Due 

Session and 
Deacon Joint 

Meeting  
5:00pm—Protluck 

Ryosa Hall 

Grief Support 
Group 

10:00am—Rm A 

Stephen Ministry 
Support 

5:00-7:00pm 
Library 

Family Fun 
Night...BBQ 
and Potluck 

5:00pm 

SINGLE SERVICE 
10:00AM 

Mission Team  
Mtg & Book Study 
4:00pm –5:30pm 

Library 

Ankor Youth 
Where’s Waldo? 
4:00-8:00pm offsite 

Ankor Youth 
Golfland/

Sunsplash 
4:00-10:30pm 

FAMILY CAMP 
at Jackson Meadows thru 30th 

Ankor Youth 
Rollins Lake 
4:00-8:30pm  

Elder Reports Due 



Sierra Presbyterian Church 
175 Ridge Road  - P.O. Box 268 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
www.sierrapres.com 

Join Us for Worship 
 

 

Traditional 9:00 a.m. 
Contemporary 10:30 a.m. 


