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You’ve heard the phrase before, as believers in Jesus Christ, you don’t go to
church, you are the church! Sierra Presbyterian Church, like all local
congregations, is more about the people rather than a place. Yes, we are
blessed with a beautiful property and sanctuary but the church is more about
the body of Christ, who we are as the hands and feet of Christ as we
communicate his love and care to one another and to our community.
As we enter into 2017 we will be celebrating this reality. On December 10th
of 2017 we will be celebrating our 50th anniversary as a church. From a small mission church that
formed in 1966 to the congregation that was officially constituted in December of 1967, to the
church we are today, God has shaped and formed His church over time to serve as his witness in our
community. We carry this legacy. As inheritors of the spiritual blessings we have received in Christ,
we look forward to renewing our commitment to Christ and as a covenant community as we
celebrate our Golden Anniversary. We have much to be thankful for and much work before us.
As part of this focus we will begin the New Year with a series of messages entitled Be the
Church that will focus on Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. As is often the case, there will also be
discussion questions for this series that can be used by individuals or small groups. This series will
be a great way to wrestle with our identity as the bride of Christ, his church. We will see that we
have been shown God’s grace in the gift of salvation, but have also been given gifts that are meant
to be used to build God’s kingdom. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” That is who we are, a
people created and prepared to do the work God has for us. But, we are not alone in this. Rather,
God equips us for the task for which he has called us. Through prayer, the presence of the Holy
Spirit which imparts God’s gifts to us, and the armor of God we have been given the resources we
need to complete this task as a church.
Another way we will be renewed in our understanding of what it means to be church is
through our Go Center! Church Revitalization Weekend January 20-22nd. The Go Center works
with Evangelical Presbyterian Churches throughout the country to encourage renewal and
connection in local mission. Our leadership (Session and Staff) will be able to meet with our
seminar presenter, Bob Stauffer, on Friday evening. We will then have a seminar from 9 am-3 pm
that Saturday to which you are invited. We only ask that you sign-up in the church lobby so we
know how many to expect and consider covering the cost of materials ($20.00 per person) if you are
able. That Sunday, we will then enjoy having Bob preach the message that will be a follow-up to the
seminar. We look forward to how God’s mission will be furthered among us through the ideas and
emphases that emerge from that weekend.
So, as we enter into 2017 we can say Happy Anniversary SPC! And look forward to ways we will
honor all God has done, is, and will do among us. We will enjoy a Lenten Devotional that is being
written by congregation members that is even now being prepared. We will look forward to
participating in Linc. (Love in Nevada County) on the weekend of April 29th-30th. We will also honor
the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation with a special Adult Education Class and the
25th Anniversary of Sonshine Preschool all with awareness that God is a missionary God who has
formed this congregation to carry out his purposes.

As I am riding out my third year as a Deacon in this term, I feel compelled to let others know
how great and rewarding this ministry has been for me. It is so satisfying to me to be able to
help others in their time of need and to feel the appreciation that comes back at you, not only
from the recipients but also from God himself. I have felt huge feelings of thankfulness from
what I would think are very small contributions of my time and attention. To me it is no mystery
why we have several Deacons who re-enlist after their three year term is over!
This year I have also been the sole male on the Deacon committee since Lee Butler and Charles
Erion had their terms end, so I also want to reach out to those men in the congregation who
may think this is only a ministry that women are gifted with. Not true! Many of you men out
there have gifts of being handy with fixing things that can help many people out there save
them from having to spend money they don't have to on professionals. We have been helpful to
people with finding professionals to help them that are sensitive to their financial situation. I
have personally been able to help some of those with car repair needs and get the repairs done
at reasonable costs.
I also suggest taking Lee Butler’s advice in his last message during the final months of his term.
He said to be sure to ask God whether or not you should serve when called. God will answer
You!
Jeff Hall– Deacon– Parish 11

NEWS FROM THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM

Sometime in 1965 a small 1 inch add appeared in the Union newspaper asking if anyone was
interested in starting a Presbyterian Church in Western Nevada County. 9 people responded to that
ad and the rest is history. What started out in homes, then Rev. Bob Meyer’s garage, a store front on
Mill Street, an office on Bank Street, the small congregation soon moved to be nomads sharing
space in other local churches, primarily the Seventh Day Adventist Church on Alta Street. After a lot
of hard work from this dedicated “band of believers” Sierra Presbyterian Church was formally
organized, with 90 Charter Members, on DECEMBER 10, 1967.
This is first of monthly articles on this topic – So stay tuned for the Rest of the Story.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP GROUP
(Crossroads)
Reminder – on Saturday, January 14 we are meeting for a potluck dessert planning/discussion
meeting to re-start a Christian Fellowship Group in the church. In the past, this group was called
Crossroads, and was organized for senior adults in the church to meet in fellowship. This meeting
will be to decide how, where & why the new group will be established.
th

The meeting will start Saturday, January 14 at 7 PM in Ryosa Hall. Please come with your ideas
and thoughts. Bring a dessert to share for 8. Coffee and drinks will be provided.
th

Any questions, please contact
Dick or Lynne Dirga at 265-3842
or Carolyn Wertz or Celia Ullis at 728-3031.

Go Center!
Church Revitalization Weekend
January 21st - January 22nd
Sierra Presbyterian Church is partnering with Go Center, an organization that encourages church
growth and revitalization. We will be hosting a Go Workshop on Saturday, January 21st from 9am3pm. This workshop will be open to all members and friends that would like to attend. On Sunday,
January 22nd seminar leader, Bob Stauffer, will preach during service.

Discover New Membership Class
Saturday, February 4th
8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Interested in becoming a member of Sierra Presbyterian? Want to
learn more about the life of the church? Come learn the essential
tenets of our faith, some church history and what it means to
become a member of this church family.

Dear Church Family,
I wanted to take some time to share with you what Sonshine Preschool and the Sonshine Preschool
Board has been up to this Christmas season.
First of all I would like to say again, thank you to everyone who helped with the yard sale this past
September, and thank you to the Session for making a generous donation of funds to our program.
During our October board meeting, we prayerfully decided that we would like to use five hundred
dollars of that money and bless children in our community. We chose to participate in the Grass Valley Police Department’s, Caring and Sharing program. Each year children from the community who
could use a little extra love are nominated by their teachers and other caring adults in the community. Each child has their name on three gift tags along with a gift that they would like to receive.
Members of the community then go, choose tags from the tree and purchase those gifts. So that is
just what we did! Erica Gammelgard and her children carefully chose the tags. A little fun fact, two
of the children’s names are Alex and Peter (dad and uncles names!)
On December 3rd, members of the board and the preschool teachers met for breakfast and then
headed out into the community to shop! It was a fun time of fellowship for all and a blessing to be
used as vessels to spread Christmas cheer to God’s precious children. We purchased: light up shoes,
baby dolls, cars and warm clothes. Once we finished shopping for all of the tags we had chosen we
still had money left over, so we purchased books for all 18 children who were part of the program
this year!
On December 10th all of the children met at Kmart early in the morning before the store
opened. They were greeted by Police Officers from the Grass Valley Police Dept. as well as other
volunteers who took them around the store to shop for needs and desires. After that Santa handed
out the gifts that we purchased.
The hearts of many children were full that morning, thanks in part to your generosity!
Thank You,
Love Sonshine Preschool

Sierra Kids Club
Who: 2 years to 5 Grade, childcare available for younger siblings of
SKC Participants
th

What: A place for kids to experience God, have fun, meet new friends,
and learn life skills. We are a member of the Pioneer Clubs.
When: 2 & 4 Sundays from 5:30 to 7:00pm
nd

th

Where: 175 Ridge Road, NC
How Much: $20 a year per kid, payment plan and scholarships available
To register or have questions contact Mare, mare@sierrapres.com
Check us out at facebook.com/SierraKidsClub
On the heels of celebrating the birth of Jesus, we have a new year ahead of
us. None of us knows what this year will hold but we know for sure that God
will be with us – Emmanuel. What more assurance could each of us need than
that?
In January, Ankor returns to our regular Sunday/Wednesday schedule after a
2 week hiatus over the holidays. On the first week of the month we will have
an evening of review of our apologetics studies through a series of prayer stations. The following Wednesday we will have an evening of review of our apologetics studies through
a series of prayer stations. The Wednesday after that we will join with several other youth groups for
the Nevada County Youth Worship Night at the Foothill Event Center. An evening of focusing on what
unites us – our relationship with Christ.
Our new teaching topic this month is on the book of Acts; Church History, Our Heritage. We will be incorporating testimonies of our own faith journeys in Christ. The last weekend of January we will be going on our 2 annual Winter Retreat up to the Tahoe area. The focus of our retreats is to go deeper in
our personal relationship with Christ…and to play in the snow….and to go tubing/sledding…and to
ski…..or snowshoe….or make snow angels…..and to dodge snowballs.
nd

Remember Sundays we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary to listen to the sermon
down in Hatcher and discuss its relevance to our lives. The 3 Sunday of the month we remain in the
full service and sometimes may assist with various aspects of worship for the congregation.
rd

Are you a teen in need of a place where you will be known by name? Are you searching for deeper
meaning in your life? Come join us, we are excited about meeting you!
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

Christ Caring for People through People
On Sunday, January 29th, during the combined worship service,
our congregation will commission our new class of Stephen
Ministers. Throughout history, when God has called people to
special ministry, members of their community have
commissioned them for the important new work they are taking
on. We invite you to help carry on that biblical tradition by being
part of commissioning those who have responded to God’s call to
be part of our congregation’s Stephen Ministry.
Our Stephen Ministers have already completed substantial training to equip them for their
task. This commissioning service offers an opportunity to show our support for this
ministry. Our Stephen Ministers will be depending on our support in the time ahead as they
assume the duties of their ministry.
We can help them by praying for our Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers and their care
receivers. This ministry calls for both time and effort. At times, they may feel tired,
discouraged, or convinced that they are not accomplishing anything. The assurance of our
prayers and appreciation will help them keep moving forward.
We can also affirm and show our appreciation for this valuable ministry. We can tell them
how much their hard work means to us, tell others how much we value our Stephen Ministry,
and focus attention on our Stephen Ministers to bless and affirm them in special ways – as we
do with our commissioning services. We can be ministers of referral, watching for people in
need and suggesting a Stephen Minister’s care. We all can give our enthusiastic support by
keeping Stephen Ministry always before us and praying for and affirming those who have answered God’s call to serve in this way.
As we commission our newly trained Stephen Ministers, let us thank God for all that they will
bring to this congregation in providing care to others, and let us promise them in our daily
prayer and support as we send them out to minister among us.
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
- Galatians 6:2

Could you be a Stephen Minister? Just want to know more about this important ministry? All
you have to do is contact one our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Denise Harvey, Jonathan Harvey,
Mary Pipkin or Pete Welty (265-3291 ext 33).

Photos by Deni Dax

VOLUNTEER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
We are looking for volunteers to help in the church office on a regular basis.
Skills needed:
-- friendly phone voice
-- servant heart--helpful attitude
-- confidentiality
-- attention to detail and follow-through
-- reliability (1x weekly preferred)
Shifts we would like to fill:
—Monday: 1pm to 4pm
—Tuesday: 1pm to 4pm
Contact the church office for more details.

Kitchen Volunteers
It is going to be a while before we have our new kitchen, so in the meantime we
need to keep what we have in good order. We used to have 6 volunteers who
would come and clean a small portion of the kitchen about every 2 months. Now
we only have one faithful saint who cleans all the drawers. So how about you?
Would you like to serve the Lord in this way by taking on a small part of the kitchen
to clean every two months, or as necessary? It won’t take long, the timing is up to
you, and your service will be much appreciated.
For questions, ask Meryl Wilson, 477-5342 or merylw@sbcglobal.net.

Upholstery Cleaners
If you’re looking for an easy way to serve
within SPC then you might be interested in
signing up to help clean some upholstered
chairs. Sign up with others from your small
group or bible study! We will provide all the
equipment.
Contact the office to sign up!
(530) 365-3291

WE’RE HIRING!
Children’s Ministry Director
We are currently seeking a part-time
Children’s Ministry Director to oversee the
program and administrative responsibilities
of Children’s Ministry and outreach to the
larger community. Interested candidates
should complete our application and submit it
along with a resume and letter of interest by
dropping it off at our office. Our application
and more information on this position can be
found by visiting sierrapres.com

HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for God's
healing touch on any area of your life is
offered after each Sunday worship service
in the Prayer Room. On the third Sunday
of each month, Prayer Stations are set up
inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are
strictly confidential. Please contact our
Prayer Team Leaders Dave & Linda
Anderson for more information.
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes
place on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evening
of each month, from 7-8:30pm at Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital in the Chapel—
Located at 155 Glasson Way. Enter
through the main entry doors. Christian
prayer for healing in a small group setting.
For more information,
please call
478-1478.

NEW BEGINNINGS
Prayer and Healing
Thank God for the birth of His son, to become our Savior,
and thank God for your rebirth. Prayer warriors can rejoice with you. Haven’t been reborn? Prayer warriors can
help with that, too. Meet them after the worship services
any Sunday in the Prayer Room. Prayer Stations in front of
the sanctuary are available for prayer with our Prayer warrior teams on the 3 Sunday of each month.
rd

Other prayer times are available by request. Contact Linda
or Dave Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Thomas Akin
Rick Atmospera
Jason Bailey
Matthew Doyle
Matt Dusch
Anthony Gilleland
Shane Hayle
Casey Haynes
Casey Lee
Matthew Nesselroad
Megan Meinholz
Jeff Price
Phillip Pelikan
Alec Schreiber
Matt Schreiber
Matthew Ward
Walter Wiggins

Army
U.S. Army– Hawaii
U.S. Army Rangers
U.S. Navy– Aircraft Carrier
U.S. Army Warrant Officer, Ft. Hood, Texas
Marines– Staff Sgt., Afghanistan
Marines, Iraq
Iraq
U.S. Army, Colorado Springs, Colorado
U.S. Army Reserves
U.S. Army, Major
Afghanistan
Chaplain, Lt. Commander, USS Essex,
Lance Corp. USMC Camp Pendleton, Ca
M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa
Afghanistan
U.S. Army Special Forces

Betz, Family Friend
The Shurtz, Son-In-Law
Dennis & Bobbie Bailey
Judy Doyle, Son
The Shurtz, Stepson
Bob & Gladys Joost, Great Nephew
Betz, Family Friend
Tish Wathen, Neighbor's Son
Greg Lee, Son
Dick & Joan Ortlieb, Grandson
The Spreiers, Daughter
The Pleski’s, Daughter
Karen Tyner
Paul Schreiber, Grandson
Paul Schreiber, Son
Charles & Norma Black, Nephew
Nate & Betty Beason

Helicopter Pilot, Afghanistan
U.S. Air Force, Tech Sgt, Kandahar Afghanistan

Bert & Shirley Binder, Nephew
Beth & Jack Moorhead, Grandson

BACK HOME:
Anthony Gannuscio
Larry Moorhead

January 2017
EVERY
Sunday:

EVERY
Monday:

Worship Services: PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional
Women:
10:30 Contemporary 7:30am to 9am Activity Room

HEALING PRAYER
after Services
ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
9AM & 10:30AM

Stephen Minister
Supervision—2nd
& 4th Mondays,
11am-1pm

CHILDREN’S
BULLETIN
PROGRAMS:
ARTICLES FOR THE
9:00am Childcare
UPCOMING
&
SUNDAY ARE DUE
10:30am Programs
ON TUESDAYS
ankor Youth:
10:30-11:30
“ankored”
Meet in Hatcher

Third Sunday
Worship Practice
5-6:30pm
in the Sanctuary

EVERY
Tuesday:
Men’s Bible
Breakfast:
6:30am
Library

EVERY
Wednesday:

EVERY
Thursday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

SIERRA WOMEN’S PRAISERCISE for
BIBLE STUDY
Women:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

9am in Ryosa
beginning Sept. 16

Worship Planning ankor Youth:
5:30-7:30pm
Meeting
1:00pm
Pete’s Office

PRAY NEVADA
COUNTY:
12-1pm
Locations change
(call SPC office)

Hatcher 1

10am-11:30am
Room A
1st & 3rd Thursdays

*Praise Band
Choir Rehearsal
Practice: 7:30-9pm Thursday
*AV Rehearsal
3:30pm & 7:00pm
7:15pm-8:30pm
Bell Choir
5:15pm

Sierra Kid’s Club 50th Celebration
5:30-7:00pm on the Planning Team

AA Group
Hatcher 3—12-1pm

2nd Monday
9:15-10:45am
Room B

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

Grief & Loss
Support Group

Primary Purpose AA
In Depth Bible
Study Small Group Group-Hatcher 1
6:30-8:30pm
2nd & 4th Wed.
1:00pm
Room B

same night as the
GATHERING
(2nd & 4th Sunday)

EVERY
Saturday:

SPC Staff Meeting Christian Women Men’s Small Grp 1
10-11:30—Library
in Stitches Quilting 6:30-8/Prayer Rm
Group
Meets on the 3rd
Men's Small Grp 2
Wed. 10-2:30 in
8:00-9:30am
Room C
(Room C)

2nd & 4th Sunday of Stephen Ministers
each month:
Training
The GATHERING
Mondays
For Families-4:30pm

(Meets weekly)

EVERY
Friday:

AA GroupHatcher 3
11am-12pm

(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sierra Services for the
Blind—1st & 3rd
WEDNESDAYS
1:30-3pm—Room B

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:
1/06 — Choirs Epiphany Party, 6pm, Ryosa Hall
1/14— Crossroads Planning Meeting, 7pm, Ryosa Hall
1/15 — Worship Host Training Luncheon, Noon, Ryosa Hall
1/20-22 — Church Revitalization with GO Center
1/27-29 — ankor Youth Winter Retreat
1/27-28 — EPC Presbytery of Pacific Meeting, Kent WA
2/04 — Discover Membership Class, 8:30am, Library
2/18 — Discover Your Spiritual Gifts, 8:30am, Library
3/01 — ASH WEDNESDAY Service, 6pm, Sanctuary
3/19 — Training Session for Small Groups, Noon, Ryosa Hall
Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.

January 2017
1

2
Small Group
Vision Team
11:45am

3

4
Staff Reports

5

6

7

13

14

Elder Reports Due
Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A

SWAT
Worship
Planning
Meeting
5:00pm—
Library

8

8

Small Group Vision
Team 10:45am

to
TheRoad
Gathering
Resurrection:
4:30-6:45pm
Parish 3&5
Ryosa Event
Hall
Easter
Get-together
Kids
forSierra
Everyone!
11:30am

Stephen Ministry
Support
11am-1pm
Rm B

Staff Reports Due

11

12

Elder Reports Due
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS
TurnCrossroads
clocks forward
1 hour
Planning

Deacon Meeting
3pm—Rm B
Session Meeting
Deacon
Meeting
6pm—Library
5:30pm—Library

Club
1:00pm
Ryosa
Hall
5:30-7:00pm

15

10

16

17

Meeting
7:00pm
Ryosa Hall

18
Christian Women
In Stitches
10:00am—Rm C
Rm C

NominatingHost
Team
Worship
Noon
Training
Lunch
12:15pm
Ryosa Hall

19

20

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A
Properties Team
10am — Rm B
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

Session Meeting
5:30pm—Prayer
6pm—Ryosa Hall

22

23

PALM
The Gathering
SUNDAY
4:30-6:45pm
Ryosa
50thHall
Sierra Kids of
Anniversary
Club
1st SPC
5:30-7:00pm

Worship
Service

29

SUNDAY

Stephen Minister
Easter
Lunch
Eggstravaganza
11:30am
for Kids
Ryosa
Hall

25

Stephen Ministry
Support
11am-1pm
Rm B

26

GO Center WORK DAY
8:30am
Church
Revitalization
Road to
Mom’s Friday 6pm
Resurrection:
4 Session and staff
Easter Event
MomsSaturday 9-3pm
Workshop
for Everyone!
9:30am
for all
Ryosa
1:00pm

27
GOOD FRIDAY
Bethel Church
Noon

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th

30

BLENDED
WORSHIP
10 am
Stephen Minister
EASTER
Commissioning

24

31

Mission
Mission
Team
Team
4:30pm
4:30-6pm
4:30pm
Library
4:30-6pm

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service-6:30pm
6:30pm

21

28
EPC Presbytery
Kent WA

ankor Youth
Winter Retreat
Fri-Sun

