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SUBMIT A SIERRA STORY ARTICLE:   
 
Please submit your article in Calibri 
font size 14 to: emily@sierrapres.com 
For the subject please put SIERRA 
STORY: month and (ministry, group, 
event) 

 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE 20TH 

Any after will be saved for the following 

month. 



What an exciting weekend!  From January 20th-22nd Sierra Presbyterian Church had the 
pleasure of partnering with the Go Center! to host a Church Revitalization Weekend.  What 
did we learn?  That catching a vision of God begins by seeing what God sees.  The place to 
begin is with a sovereign God who has an eternal kingdom vision.  That vision from the 
beginning is that God’s people would be fruitful and multiply.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment 
of God’s plan to bear fruit, and the hope of getting the message of Jesus Christ to the world 
is the church. 
 

The primary vision question that we wrestled with was How does God want to express Himself through our church in 
our community at this time?  You see God has a unique call for our church in our community, He has placed us in this 
particular place at this particular time for a particular purpose.  That purpose is to fulfill the Great Commission to 
“go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:19).  We go in the authority and presence of Christ to fulfill this great “co-mission,” a shared 
mission with Jesus.  In fact, Jesus is already on a mission, the question is whether will we go with Him. 
 
Francis Chan in his book Multiply says, “What exactly should the church be doing?  The answer has been the same 
since the day Jesus spoke these words (Matthew 28:18-20-The Great Commission).  Sure, each church will have 
some distinctive, and the church in different places and in different times has had some unique issues that iy has 
needed to address.  But the church has one mission.  It is the mission that characterized Jesus’ ministry on earth, 
and it is the mission that He left to the church when He returned to His Father.” 
 
The model we were given for carrying out the Great Commission in our context is to serve our community, in order 
to build relationships, so that we may share the gospel.  You see it is one thing to serve.  It is another to serve in a 
sustained way that builds relationships where you earn the right to be heard in sharing the gospel.  What spiritual 
disciplines will sustain on us on this journey?  The discipline of Preemptive Prayer where we nurture our relationship 
with God, Basic Bible where we grow in our relationship with God’s Word, Cost Commitment where we realize 
where we need to die to self in order stay focused on God’s Mission, and Missional Multiplication where the amount 
of people who are following Jesus is increased in our community.  These four disciplines of a Great Commission 
Church will guide us on our journey as we increasingly join God in what He is already doing in our community. 
 
Obviously, the full impact of the weekend will only be judged by whether we put what we have learned into 
practice.  That is on us and whether we will join God in what he is already doing in our community, but the ministry 
of Bob Stauffer and the Go Center! has given us vision and direction for how we can move forward as a church on a 
mission.  If you weren’t able to join us, I encourage you to ask around and hear about the experience of one of the 
people who participated.  It was an encouraging time that I believe will bear fruit in our congregation and 
community for years to come. 
 
Lenten Devotional:  Further Up and Further In! 
 
As we look forward to the start of Lent (March 1), the 50 Days between Ash Wednesday and Easter (not counting 
Sundays) we are preparing a Lenten Devotional that is written by members of our congregation.  The devotionals 
will follow along with a sermon series by the same title that will focus on the Upper Room discourse of Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospel of John (John 13-17).  As one aspect of the celebration of our 50th anniversary, the 
devotional will give us an opportunity to grow in our relationship with God through the spiritual meditations of 
other members.  In the language of C.S. Lewis in his Chronicles of Narnia, we look forward to going Further Up & 
Further In!  



It is time again for the month each year that we connect with the word 
“love”. 

Love has several meanings, but the one given for us in the Bible is the 
example of God giving his Son for our sins and is the one that gives 
Christians hope. 

Christ died for our sins, not His, as He had none. God sacrificed His Son, 
Jesus, for us. Can you imagine giving up your child for the sins of people 
who are not particularly worth it? God did, and  
Christ accepted the will of the Father for us. 

As Christians, we can show our gratitude to the Father by obedience to 
His Word and by accepting Jesus as our Savior. Our gratitude can also 
be shown through telling others of Him and also through our works and 
service to God, with help from the Holy Spirit, and  
showing others what Jesus did for us. 

Our lives lived for Him may be the only thing that others may see. Love 
shown is the most powerful gift we can give to others. 

Joan Dybdahl 

Coming Soon! 
 
Watch for the homegrown Lenten devotional  
booklets!  They should be ready for distribution  
mid-month in February.  As part of our 50th year  
celebration, over 40 writers have shared their thoughts, 
experiences, and insights. Each day’s devotion will help 
each of us know each other better and to connect with our 
Lord during the Lenten season.  



THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM 

When God calls and His followers respond, great and exciting things begin to happen.  This band of 
90 nomadic believers slowly began to grow in number and faith.  The official name of “Sierra United 
Presbyterian Church” was voted on and approved by Presbytery.  At this point the church was still 
categorized as a “Mission Church” being financially supported by the Presbytery of  
Sacramento.  Property was obtained on Dorsey Drive in the Spring Hill area for a future building 
site.  But still the church had no permanent home.  Worship, Choir, Sunday School, Youth Group and 
Mariner Ships, a fleet of fellowship groups, were all taking place but still on the move.   
After searching for and negotiating, a more permanent situation with Nevada City Methodist Church 
took place and a harmonious co-existence began in 1974.  During this time “SUPC” began to start 
supporting itself financially and was no longer a “Mission Church” but could now stand on its own 
financially.  Still the heartfelt search continued for a permanent home. So, the Congregation came 
together for special prayer meetings to call on God’s guidance for His direction for their future 
home.  

STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY! 

This is the second of monthly articles on this topic.  



Discover New Membership Class 
Saturday, February 4th 

8:30 am -  12:00 pm 
 
Interested in becoming a member of Sierra Presbyterian?  
Want to learn more about the life of the church?  
Come learn the essential tenets of our faith, some church history and what it means to become a 
member of this church family. 

“IF” 

IF you want to have fun and good fellowship 

IF you want to meet new people 

IF you enjoy events like eating good food, playing games, or just listening & learning 

IF you want to get to know people of all ages in our church 

Join us for the next meeting of: 

“IF” 

INTERGENERATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

Each meeting is a different experience! 

Next meeting for the “IF” group will be Saturday, February 18th at 5 PM. A pot luck supper will be 
held before the meeting. A – M bring a main dish/salad. N – Z bring a dessert. After a short get-to-
know-each other time, we will plan the future fellowship events for 2017. All in church are welcome 
to come to this potluck and meeting – particularly newcomers. We’d love to have your input for  
future events. 



OUR KITCHEN 
 

We are truly blessed to have two wonderful ladies who have  
volunteered to clean our kitchen. Thank you, thank you! However,   
previously we have had between 6-8 who signed up for specific areas of 
the kitchen. These ladies have offered to clean all of it!  
If you would like to help them, please contact either Kay Gilbert or 
Donna Tilley. Thank you both! Meryl Wilson  

Upholstery Cleaners 
 
If you’re looking for an easy way to serve 
within SPC  then you might be interested in 
signing up to help clean some upholstered 
chairs. Sign up with others from your small 
group or bible study! We will provide all the 
equipment.  
 
Contact the office to sign up! 
(530) 365-3291 

VOLUNTEER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

We are looking for volunteers to help in the church office on a regular basis.  
Skills needed: 
   -- friendly phone voice 
   -- servant heart--helpful attitude 
   -- confidentiality 
   -- attention to detail and follow-through 
   -- reliability (1x weekly preferred) 
Shifts we would like to fill:  
—Tuesday: 1pm to 4pm 
 
Contact the church office for more details.  



Sierra Kids Club 

Who: 2 years to 5th Grade, childcare available for younger siblings of 
SKC Participants 

What: A place for kids to experience God, have fun, meet new friends, 
and learn life skills. We are a member of the Pioneer Clubs. 

When: 2nd & 4th Sundays from 5:30 to 7:00pm 

Where: 175 Ridge Road, NC 

How Much: $20 a year per kid, payment plan and scholarships available 

To register or have questions contact Mare, mare@sierrapres.com 

Check us out at facebook.com/SierraKidsClub  

When was the last time you experienced some disappointment from plans 
you made not turning out the way you had expected? Learning to be flexible 
and embrace  change is not an easy thing to do. As I write this for the  
February Sierra Story, our Ankor plans to go on a winter retreat are going 
through a revision. Due to a smaller response than we had hoped we are  
looking at doing a one-day event instead. Can God still use this event for His 
purposes? Absolutely! Does God maybe have a better plan in store than what 

“we” had initially envisioned? Clearly yes! Isn’t learning this lesson one we all need for our 
lives?  Ideally we seek God’s direction in making plans, yet sometimes even in that we need to make a 
change. Maybe this is God’s way of teaching us to trust Him at all times. After you read this come ask 
about how God used our snow trip for His glory. 

In January we had the incredible opportunity to worship with 200+ teens from Nevada County. What a 
night of praise, worship and testimonies it was! Very powerful for all in attendance! 

We have started studying the book of Acts and will be learning about the power of the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of those living in Biblical times as well as in our lives today, here and now! This is our  
Wednesday evening teaching topic. Come have dinner, play games, worship and learn with us from 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hatcher Hall. 

Remember, Sundays we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary to listen to the sermon 
down in Hatcher and discuss its relevance to our lives. The 3rd Sunday of the month we remain in the 
full service and sometimes may assist with various aspects of worship for the congregation. 

Keep your ears open for our Paintball event, coming soon! 

Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff 



 

In Mathew 10, Mark 6 and Luke 9 we find the story of Jesus  
sending his disciples out to minister to people on their own.  
In these passages he tells them to go without any preparation: no 
clothes, no food, no money…nothing but the authority to cast out  
demons, heal the sick and proclaim the Kingdom. This had to be 
scary. Who goes on a trip without any luggage, without any money? 
Would you? 
 
Later, just after they had received what we now call, “the last supper”, Jesus told them to be 
prepared. He told them to take their money, extra clothes and even to buy a sword if they  
didn’t already own one. They would doing ministry in enemy territory. 
 
You may be feeling led to minister to a friend who is need, but feel completely unprepared. 
You’re not sure how to help them but your heart is being pulled to be by their side. Go! God 
knows that you’re scared but he has already provided all that you will need. He has given you 
ears to hear your friend and a heart that loves them and cares for them. He has given you the 
powerful gift of prayer and his word and he will not abandon you. Go! 
 
You may also feel called to be the kind of Christian who is very much prepared to meet the 
need of those who are hurting. It’s just one of those things you can’t get out of your mind…
you want desperately to help people when they are at their lowest point. If this describes you, 
please pray about becoming a well trained Stephen Minister. This vital ministry is coming alive 
with vibrant, newly trained ministers and we would love to have you on our team. We’ve just 
concluded a training course for 6 new Stephen Ministers but we will be training more soon. 
Please talk to Pete Welty, Mary Pipkin, Denise Harvey or Jonathan Harvey if you’re feeling 
called to this important ministry. We’d love to talk to you about it.  

 
Could you be a Stephen Minister?  Just want to know more about this important ministry?   

All you have to do is contact one our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Denise Harvey,  
Jonathan Harvey, Mary Pipkin or Pete Welty (265-3291 ext 33).  



HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for God's 
healing touch on any area of your life is 
offered after each Sunday worship service 
in the Prayer Room. On the third Sunday 
of each month, Prayer Stations are set up 
inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are 
strictly confidential.  Please contact our 
Prayer Team Leaders Dave & Linda 
Anderson for more information. 
 
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes 
place on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evening 
of each month, from 7-8:30pm at Sierra 
Nevada Memorial Hospital in the Chapel—
Located at 155 Glasson Way. Enter 
through the main entry doors. Christian 
prayer for healing in a small group setting. 
For more information,  
please call          478-1478. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
 

Thomas Akin   Army       Betz, Family Friend  
Rick Atmospera  U.S. Army– Hawaii     The Shurtz,  Son-In-Law 
Jason Bailey   U.S. Army  Rangers     Dennis & Bobbie Bailey 
Matthew Doyle  U.S. Navy– Aircraft Carrier    Judy Doyle, Son 
Matt Dusch   U.S. Army Warrant Officer, Ft. Hood, Texas  The Shurtz,  Stepson 
Anthony Gilleland  Marines– Staff Sgt., Afghanistan   Bob & Gladys Joost, Great Nephew 
Shane Hayle   Marines, Iraq      Betz, Family Friend 
Casey Haynes   Iraq       Tish Wathen, Neighbor's Son 
Casey Lee   U.S. Army, Colorado Springs, Colorado  Greg Lee, Son 
Matthew Nesselroad  U.S. Army Reserves     Dick & Joan Ortlieb, Grandson 
Megan Meinholz  U.S. Army, Major     The Spreiers, Daughter 
Jeff Price   Afghanistan      The Pleski’s, Daughter 
Phillip Pelikan   Chaplain, Lt. Commander, USS Essex,   Karen Tyner 
Alec Schreiber   Lance Corp. USMC Camp Pendleton, Ca  Paul Schreiber, Grandson 
Matt Schreiber  M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa    Paul Schreiber, Son 
Matthew Ward  Afghanistan      Charles & Norma Black, Nephew 
Walter Wiggins  U.S. Army Special Forces    Nate & Betty Beason 
 
BACK HOME:  
 
Anthony Gannuscio  Helicopter Pilot, Afghanistan    Bert & Shirley Binder, Nephew 
Larry Moorhead  U.S. Air Force, Tech Sgt, Kandahar Afghanistan Beth & Jack Moorhead, Grandson
   

 

 

The Love Month 

Who loves you most?  God, of course!   
Let Him wrap you in his arms as he offers his unconditional 
love, healing and forgiveness.  Let Him hear the desires of 
your heart.  
Prayer Warriors are available after each service on  
Sundays.  They are stationed in front of the sanctuary on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month and in the Prayer Room on the 
other Sundays.   
Other prayer times are available upon request.   
Contact Dave and Linda Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders. 

                            Submitted by Selma Wright  



 
February 9        Doug & Melanie Coursey 

Feburary 10        George & Donna Tilley 

February 20        Roger & Marie Wemple 

February 20        Jeff & Lisa McClelland 

February 27        Don & Meryl Wilson  

February 1        Stacy Guerrero 

February 5        Rosemary Beal 

February 8        Carolyn Giles 

February 9        Rena Criss 

February 10        Christine Paulus 

February 11        Ginny Ebey 

February 11        Filis Hyland 

February 11        Dona Paulus 

February 12        Melanie Coursey 

February 14        Jane Kastner 

February 15        Deni Dax 

February 15        Kirk Moberg 

February 15        Pat Norman 

February 15        Mary Pipkin 

February 16        Lynne Dirga 

February 18        Rosalie Opperman 

February 23        David Hughes 

February 24        Gordon Pipkin 

February 24        Jan Warholic 

February 26        Mary Lue Brooks 

February 26        Ray Herve 

February 28        Karen Bridger  



Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary 
 

Coming Up: 
2/04 — Discover Membership Class, 8:30am, Library 
2/18 — “IF” Intergenerational Fellowship Potluck, 5pm, Ryosa 
2/20 — Presidents Day — OFFICE CLOSED 
2/26 — Annual Congregational Meeting between services 
3/01 — ASH WEDNESDAY Service, 6pm, Sanctuary 
3/04 — Discover Spiritual Gifts  1/2 day workshop, 8:30-Noon 
3/19 — Training Session for Small Groups, Noon, Ryosa Hall 
4/09 — PALM SUNDAY 
4/16 — EASTER SUNDAY 

EVERY 
Sunday: 

EVERY 
Monday: 

EVERY 
Tuesday: 

EVERY 
Wednesday: 

EVERY 
Thursday: 

EVERY 
Friday: 

EVERY 
Saturday: 

Worship Services: 
9:00 Traditional 
10:30 Contemporary 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

Men’s Bible  
Breakfast:  
6:30am 
Library 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

SIERRA WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY  
9am in Ryosa 
beginning Sept. 16 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

 

HEALING PRAYER 
after Services 
ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
9AM & 10:30AM 

Stephen Minister 
Supervision—2nd 

& 4th Mondays,  
11am-1pm 

SPC Staff Meeting  
10-11:30—Library 

Christian Women 
in Stitches Quilting 
Group  
Meets on the 3rd 
Wed. 10-2:30 in 
Room C 

Men’s Small Grp 1 
6:30-8/Prayer Rm 
 
Men's Small Grp 2 
8:00-9:30am 
(Room C) 
 

  

CHILDREN’S      
PROGRAMS: 
9:00am Childcare 
&  
10:30am Programs 

BULLETIN 
ARTICLES FOR THE 

UPCOMING 
SUNDAY ARE DUE 

ON TUESDAYS 

Worship Planning 
Meeting 
1:00pm 
Pete’s Office 

ankor Youth:  
5:30-7:30pm 
Hatcher 1 
 

 

Grief & Loss 
Support Group 
10am-11:30am  
Room A 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

   

ankor Youth:  
10:30-11:30 
“ankored” 
Meet in Hatcher  
 

Third Sunday 
Worship Practice 

5-6:30pm  
in the Sanctuary 

 
 

PRAY NEVADA 
COUNTY:  
12-1pm 

Locations change 
(call SPC office) 

*Praise Band  
Practice: 7:30-9pm 
*AV Rehearsal 
7:15pm-8:30pm 

Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday  
3:30pm & 7:00pm 
 
Bell Choir  
5:15pm   
 

   

2nd & 4th Sunday of 
each month: 
The GATHERING 
For Families-4:30pm 

Stephen Ministers  
Training  

Mondays  
(Meets weekly) 

 In Depth Bible 
Study Small Group 
2nd & 4th Wed. 
1:00pm 
Room B 

 
 

Primary Purpose AA 
Group-Hatcher 1 
6:30-8:30pm 

AA Group- 
Hatcher 3 
11am-12pm 

  

Sierra Kid’s Club 
5:30-7:00pm on the 

same night as the 
GATHERING 
(2nd & 4th Sunday) 

50th Celebration 
Planning Team 
2nd Monday 
9:15-10:45am 
Room B 

 AA Group  
Hatcher 3—12-1pm 
 
Sierra Services for the 
Blind—1st & 3rd  
WEDNESDAYS 
1:30-3pm—Room B 

    (Events in italics are outside groups) 

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any 

Calendar Updates. 

http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/current-series
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/prayer-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-mid-week
sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-on-sundays


Road to 
Resurrection:
Easter Event 
for Everyone! 

1:00pm 

Elder Reports Due 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Mom’s  
4 

Moms 
9:30am 
Ryosa 

Staff Reports 

Deacon Meeting   
3pm—Rm B 

Session Meeting  
6pm—Library 

Mission 
Team 

4:30pm 
4:30-6pm 

Small Group Vision 
Team     10:45am 

Nominating Team 
Noon 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

PALM SUNDAY 
 

50th 
Anniversary of 

1st SPC 
Worship 
Service 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

 
Easter 

Eggstravaganza 
for Kids 

WORK DAY 
8:30am 

Parish 3&5 
Get-together 

11:30am 
Ryosa Hall 

Properties Team 
10am — Rm B 

MAUNDY  
THURSDAY  

Service-6:30pm 
6:30pm 

Road to 
Resurrection:
Easter Event 
for Everyone! 

1:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Bethel Church 

Noon 

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th 

SWAT 
Worship 
Planning 
Meeting 
5:00pm—
Library 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVINGS TIME  

BEGINS 
Turn clocks forward 

1 hour 

February 2017 

       

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Small Group 
Vision Team     

11:45am 

Deacon Meeting   
5:30pm—Library 

Properties Team 
10am — Rm B 

Mission Team 
4:30pm 4:30-6pm 

Library 

Elder Reports Due Stephen Ministry 
Support 

11am-1pm 
Rm B 

Christian Women  
In Stitches 

10:00am—Rm C 
Rm C 

Grief Support 
Group 

10:00am—Rm A 

Small Group 
Training 
Lunch  

Noon-2pm 
Ryosa Hall 

Staff Reports Due 

Session Meeting  
5:30pm—Prayer 
6pm—Ryosa Hall 

Grief Support 
Group 

10:00am—Rm A 

New Member 
Class 

8:30-Noon 
Library 

Presidents 
Day 

Office Closed 

The Gathering 
4:30-6:45pm 
Ryosa Hall 
Sierra Kids  

Club 
5:30-7:00pm 

The Gathering 
4:30-6:45pm 
Ryosa Hall 
Sierra Kids  

Club 
5:30-7:00pm 

Stephen Ministry 
Support 

11am-1pm 
Rm B 

“IF”  
Intergenerational 

Fellowship 
Potluck 
5:00 pm  

Ryosa Hall 

Annual  
Congregational 

Meeting 
2017 Budget + 
Terms of call 

10:00 am  

Special 
Session Meeting  
5:30pm—Prayer 
6pm—Ryosa Hall 




