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“Celebrating 50 Years of God’s Faithfulness”
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,
and let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
~Hebrews 10:24-25.
This month, we celebrate 50 years of God’s faithfulness to Sierra Presbyterian
Church. From its’ inception, Sierra Pres. has been a body of believers based on the
central affirmation of Christ as Lord and Savior. While some churches and denominations have shifted
away from this central focus of faith, Sierra Pres. has “held unswervingly to the hope we profess.” As a
reflection of maintaining this focus, our church chose to move from the Presbyterian Church (USA) to the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) which has established “Essentials of Faith” that we will explore in a
sermon series this winter.
We focus our Sunday messages on the content, meaning, and application of scripture to our lives in
order to provide an environment where people can discover Christ. No church like ours remains vibrant
without the encouragement that comes from meeting and worshipping together regularly. For fifty years
SPC has gathered for worship each Sunday morning as well as for special services and renewal
gatherings. Sadly, we know that regular worship attendance has been on the decrease in our current
cultural climate. We make a counter cultural statement then by continuing to remain faithful to gather for
worship with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
While Sunday worship gatherings provide an environment to discover Christ, small groups give an
opportunity to grow deeper as disciples of Christ. The 22 different small groups that currently meet during
the week give disciples an opportunity to apply the message of scripture to our daily lives. Small groups
are a central way we “encourage one another.”
Our church also exists in order to be launched back out into our community to give love to others in
Christ’s name. We spur one another on toward love and good deeds when we hear testimonies of how
other Christ followers are seeking to receive and express Christ’s love. We see that Christ-like love
reflected when members are visited in hospitals, when homebound are brought a home cooked meal,
when people are prayed for by our worship prayer team, or listened to by a Stephen Minister.
Finally, a primary reason we are called to not give up meeting together is that when we are filled-up
we are then sent out to share the good news of Jesus. If we really believe that Christ is the only way to
salvation and if we really love our neighbors who do not yet know him, we will find the need to gather in
order to hear the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ so that we can also give it away. In this
Anniversary and Advent season, as we prepare for the coming of Christ which we celebrate at Christmas,
we recognize that as God has given us the greatest gift in the coming of his Son, we have the greatest gift
to give away when we give away our faith. Going out into our community and sharing an invitation to come
to our anniversary celebration on December 10 at 2 pm or to one of our Christmas Eve Services where the
love of God will be clearly communicated is a central way we can celebrate God’s faithfulness and ensure
a bright future for our church for years to come.

With You on the Journey, Pastor Mike

“For in Christ Jesus….the only thing that counts is faith expressing
itself through love.” Galatians 5:6 and “And let us not become weary in
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up.” Galatians 6:9
December is a time of the year that we put more effort into focusing on
others, usually through buying just the right gift for someone, dropping
our change in the red Salvation Army buckets or spending time with
people we may otherwise overlook. It is easy to have a list of things to
accomplish and not have time for the opportunities that pop up unexpectedly. I guess that is where the
‘not becoming weary’ part comes in. For Ankor we have the opportunity to assist with the Kare Crisis
Nursery Santa Shoppe on Saturday, December 2. Some youth and grownups in our congregation have
already been shopping for the gifts to supply the Shoppe and others will assist on the day of the event
being an elf, assisting kids with their shopping; wrapping their family’s gifts, and other tasks to
encourage the families who participate in this event. We also will be going Christmas Caroling at a
local nursing home on Wednesday, December 13, in the evening. We have our own Christmas party on
Wednesday, December 20. Bring a White Elephant gift of no more than $10 value and a canned food
item to donate to Interfaith Food Ministry.
On Wednesday, December 6, we will close out our teaching topic on church history before moving into
our holiday activities the following weeks, as noted above.
We continue to meet on Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hatcher Hall for a home-cooked meal,
fellowship around the table, crazy videos, energetic games, worship and teaching!
Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in December we will only have Ankor down in Hatcher on the 3rd after
the worship music in the service, as the other three Sundays of this month we will
participate in the full church service in the Sanctuary.
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

November was a fun month for Sonshine filled with Fall crafts and rain walks.
It was just adorable to see the kids in their rain gear, walking two by two
under umbrellas around the church grounds. (Check out Sonshine’s Facebook page for the pictures!) The students, staff and parents were also busy
selling See’s Candy to raise money for the preschool. November came to a
close with a Thanksgiving feast where the students and their families enjoyed
stone soup, apple cider and pie. (Have no fear; the students did not consume
any stones. There were no actual stones used in the making of the soup.)
The Wise Owls and Friendly Foxes are gearing up for their Christmas Program on December 15 at
6PM at Sierra Presbyterian Church. Come join us for Christmas songs, hot cocoa and sweet treats!
Have a Merry Christmas and a safe, Happy New Year.
We love Sonshine!

What’s Behind and What’s To Come
A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham….thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen
from the exile to the Christ. This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. (Matthew 1:1, 17-18)
I was recently reintroduced to the Jesse Tree tradition that some people use during December to help
focus their attention on the “reason for the season,” the birth of Jesus. Much like other Advent devotions, each day there is a scripture verse to read, but with a Jesse Tree the Scripture verses are all Old
Testament stories, in Biblical order, until the final week when you jump into the New Testament and the
story of Jesus’s birth and the event leading up to it. Along with each scripture reading, there is a symbol
that represents the story that you can hang up as a visual reminder. The name Jesse Tree comes from
Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse,” a reference to Jesus, and the idea is that,
by looking back we can see God’s faithfulness and understand more fully how He fulfilled His promise
through the birth of a baby. When we read the story of Jesus’s birth in Matthew, he begins by first looking back. Before launching into details about the event, he lays out Jesus’ complete genealogy; the
people from the past who represent promises kept and how they laid the foundation for what’s to come
– new birth.
It seems fitting then that our church is taking time to look back at God’s faithfulness this month during
the anniversary celebration. As part of our celebration, we are also hoping to acknowledge the promise
of our future by including the children and youth in the program and providing a way for them to
participate in a significant way.
There is a song that I have been listening to lately and the words of the chorus, “Like the end of every
road, where no path has yet to go, there is space to make your own. Like the morning takes the night,
what’s to come makes what’s behind, fertile ground to raise a life.” (Fertile Ground, The Lean In),
remind me that, as we remember the past we need to celebrate not just what God has done, but also
the fact that He has laid out a path for rebirth and new growth. That is not only true in regards to the gift
and birth of Jesus, but it is also true for our church. All that He has done in the last 50 years has been in
preparation for the promise of His continued work and faithfulness. At Christmas, that promise comes to
us in the form of a baby, and in our church, that promise comes to us in the form of our children.
Let us celebrate the past well as we recognize that we stand on fertile ground, keeping watch for what is
to come.
Because Jesus Loves Kids, Stacey

GIFTS – SPIRITUAL GIFTS
“So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us”
Romans 12:6
When I prayed about writing this article, God gave me the word “gifts.” I thought He wanted me to talk
about Christmas gifts; material gifts. As usual, God had his own plans.
What gifts has God given you through the Holy Spirit? He has given me the gifts of Service, Hospitality,
Help, and Mercy. I learned about these gifts when I took a “Spiritual Gifts” class. What greater gift than
being able to help others. These gifts are very useful as I provide care to my parish as a Deacon.
Only believers have “spiritual gifts.” Everyone has at least one spiritual gift, some more than one. Your
gifts can change as you grow in faith and mature. The list of gifts is long. What gifts has God given you
and how are you using them?
The gift of Service helps me identify the unmet needs of others and find available resources to meet their
needs or help them reach their goals. The gift of Hospitality helps me make people feel welcome. The gift
of Help allows me to use my talents to help others. The gift of Mercy allows me to have compassion for
others.
I thank God for my spiritual gifts plus the gift of family and friends. Our God is the greatest gift giver: in
this season we remember that He gave us His Son.
Dona Paulus, Parish 3a Deacon

Thank God for the birth of His son, our Savior, and thank God for your rebirth. Prayer warriors can rejoice
with you. Haven’t been reborn? Prayer warriors can help with that too. Meet them after the worship
services any Sunday. They will be stationed in front of the sanctuary on the third Sunday and every other
Sunday in the Prayer Room. Other prayer times are available by request. Contact Dave and Linda
Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.
Submitted by Selma Wright

Year End Giving
Thank you for your very generous one time gifts to Sierra Presbyterian Church in addition to your regular
giving for the General Fund. These gifts are always greatly appreciated.
We would ask that you prayerfully consider a tax deductible YEAR END GIFT that will help us finish the
year in as healthy a position as possible. Your gifts will launch us towards financial strength as we start
the new year and keep us investing in the lives of spiritually hungry
people.
ALL gifts, large or small, will be given in faith and received in gratitude. ALL gifts will be
multiplied by God to reach our current needs. We're overwhelmed at your commitment to serve together
with us as God continues to build SPC.
As a reminder to ensure your gifts are tax deductible for 2017, please have them in the church
office and post marked no later than December 31.

Fifty Years of Blessings
1967—2017
All are cordially invited to join us in a celebration of our

50th Church Anniversary
December 10, 2017

Worship Celebration
2:00pm
Church Sanctuary
Special Music
Guest Speakers

Reception Immediately Following
Ryosa Hall
Kid’s/Youth “Happy Birthday Church” Party too!

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 pm Family Service
7:00 pm Candlelight Service

LIBRARY NEWS
TIS THE SEASON
Experience the joy of the season with some great Christmas reading. We have a
whole new section of CHRISTMAS books.
Come in and Check them out.
Our Library Team is here to serve you and provide great reading enjoyment!

Abraham, A Journey of Faith
January—May
2nd & 4th Wednesday
1pm—2:30pm
Room B
Charles Erion will be guiding this class on the Life of Abraham. Because of the length of this
study we will be able to dig in depth on the life of Abraham as well as have time to share
some of our own story and journey of faith in each of our own lives. All are welcome to be a
part of this "Journey." If you have any questions about this class, please contact Charles
Erion at church or call him at 639-9810.

I wish to thank all my friends and church family for their kind and loving visits to
me while I was in the hospital and Golden Empire. I am recovering very well and
hope to be able to get back to church sometime soon.
Blessing to you all my dear Church! - Marie Alden
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(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:
Saturday, Dec 2 — KARE Crisis Santa Shoppe Event
Sunday, Dec 10 — One Church Worship Service,
10am
Sunday, Dec 10 — 50th Anniversary Worship and
Celebration, 2pm
Saturday, Dec 16 — Grass Valley Male Voice Choir
Sunday, Dec 24 — Worship @ 10am, 5pm,, 7pm
Monday, Dec 25 — CHRISTMAS DAY
Sunday, Dec. 31—One Church Worship Service @10am
Friday, Jan. 5—First Responders & Military
Night of Encouragement
Friday, Jan. 19—The Marriage Course begins

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.
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Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com
530-265-3291

Join us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

We invite people to
Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus

