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SUMBIT A SIERRA STORY ARTICLE:
Please submit your article in Calibri
font size 14 to: emily@sierrapres.com
For the subject please put SIERRA
STORY: month and (ministry, group,
event)
ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE 20TH
Any after will be saved for the following
month.

Writer Tim Keller, in his book Hidden Christmas, says that “to understand
Christmas is to understand basic Christianity, the Gospel.” The coming of Christ
at Christmas as the one and only Son of God who was sent into this world to
save us is the heart of the good news. As C.S. Lewis once said, he either is who
he said he is and did what he said he would do and it is of ultimate significance
or it is of no significance. But how do we fully see that significance?
I believe it comes through seeing the full significance of who Christ is. As we
talked about this past Sunday, Isaiah celebrated and affirmed Christ as “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). In other words, who he is, is the
answer to our need for guidance and direction as a Counselor. He is the one who can empower us
as a Mighty God to be honest about our sinfulness, knowing he loves us as we are but also has the
power to change us. He is the one with the big picture-seeing our past, present, and future, and
holding us in his Care. As the Prince of Peace he is the one who can bring reconciliation relationally
and ultimate restoration to this sin-weary world. He is the Answer. He is the One we need. So, how
do we acknowledge our need for him and receive what we need from him?
First, it occurs through spending quiet time with Him. It is often in the moments of stillness
that we are able to hear him speak. This may involve spiritual journaling or taking advantage of one
of the many devotionals offered during this time of year. One that we have made available is
entitled, “From Heaven Above,” by Michael Hay. Copies of it are available in the church office or
lobby. Another opportunity is the online devotional that Max Lucado is presenting this advent
entitled “Because of Bethlehem.” You can sign-up online and receive a daily devotional email from
this much-loved writer.
A second way you can center yourself in who Christ is this season is through Worship & Music.
Participation in weekly worship roots us in the rhythms of the seasons. Lighting Advent Candles,
hearing testimonies, and singing Christmas carols with their historically solid theology all helps us to
stop, pause, and honor Jesus for who he is. One opportunity along these lines is our Messiah
concert this Sunday, December 4th at 3 & 6 pm. This is a great opportunity to take in the message of
Christ through music. In addition to attending yourself, I encourage you to invite a friend who may
not yet know Jesus to hear the good news through music. Other additional opportunities for
worship are our Christmas Eve Services at 5 & 7 pm and our one Christmas Day Service at 10 am.
Through music, testimonies, and dramas we look forward to worshiping God and creatively
communicating the good news.
A third opportunity to celebrate who Christ is, is through service to others. Giving away a
blessing bag, helping to host our Santa’s Shoppe outreach in partnership with Kare Krisis Nursery or
serving with one or more of our local mission partners can make the character of Christ more real as
we seek to put skin on the love of Christ for our community. There are other opportunities to serve
through our front office, buildings and grounds, or coffee fellowship on Sunday mornings that could
be a fit for your giftedness and can give others the encouragement to do so as well.
As we celebrate the giving of the Son of God for us and the wonderful counsel, mighty power,
everlasting care, and present peace that we receive from him, let us spend time in quiet reflection,
in joy-filled worship, and in loving service that we and others may see Jesus for who he really is.
Sola de Gloria (Glory to God)!

"From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the
LORD is to be praised."
- Psalm 113.
Dear SPC Family,
Thank you for your very generous One Time Gifts to Sierra
Presbyterian Church in addition to your regular giving for
the General Fund. These gifts are always greatly
appreciated.
We would ask that you prayerfully consider a tax
deductible YEAR END GIFT to SIERRA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH that will help us finish the year in as
healthy a position as possible. Your gifts will launch us towards financial strength as we start the
new year and keep us investing in the lives of spiritually hungry people.
ALL gifts large or small will be given in faith and received in gratitude. ALL gifts will be multiplied by
God to reach our current needs. We're overwhelmed at your commitment to serve together with us
as God continues to build SPC.
As a reminder to insure your gifts are tax deductible for 2016, please have them in the church
office and post marked no later than December 31st.
It seems strange to be preparing for Lent at the beginning of Advent
Season. Yet, some projects need a long lead-time.
As one of the activities to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Sierra
Pres, a Lenten devotional booklet is to be written by members of
SPC. Each of the 46 days (not including Sundays) will have one page
with a scripture and a meditation or reflection on the scripture and
close with a short prayer. The scriptures have been prayerfully
chosen by Pastor Mike to coordinate with his sermon series.
We need 46 people to each produce one page. You will be able to
choose the date or the scripture. The instruction sheet asks you to include the assigned scripture,
write a short meditation or reflection based on that scripture and a 1-3 sentence closing prayer or
big idea. You will be blessing others with your thoughts, and it is fun to see your name in print!
Sign up on Sunday, December 12 or 19, 2016 or
call Selma Wright at 478-1104 to choose a date.
Submissions are due on or before January 4, 2017.
E-mail preferred, but all are accepted.
Editing, formatting, printing and assembly will be completed in time for distribution in
February.
Lent begins March 1, 2017.

As I think of the year here at SPC , I am overwhelmed at all the people I have gotten to know
from sitting by you in the hospital, chatting with you in the lobby, sitting with you in a
Spiritual Gifts Class or maybe a New Members Class, or perhaps our Wild and Crazy Yard Sale,
or maybe laughing and sharing stories at our Women’s retreat , or maybe a precious time of
prayer or maybe coming along side of you at a memorial for a loved one who has passed on to
heaven. All I can say is you fill my heart beyond measure and I treasure our time we have spent
together in 2016.
A lot of changes are happening in and around our church campus. As we are adjusting to, and
planning our 2017 calendar, we will be working on setting up a Volunteer Team to help with
projects that come up, and we could use your help.
Office Helpers: stuffing , folding, kitchen cleaning, checking our kitchen supplies, answering
phones, projects like helping to set up an upcoming class.
Facilities: helping with maintaining the church grounds, with projects as they come up, setting
up Ryosa for our Thursday morning bible studies for women, maybe helping to set up for
events in the works.
Children/Youth: VBS is planned for the week of July 10th-14th, and about 40 volunteers will be
needed. You can also help to support our Youth by maybe cooking a meal on Wednesday
evenings.
Children’s Ministries: Check-in / Welcome children downstairs
Baking/Meals/Hospitality
Events
Thank you. We couldn’t do it without all of your help! Gretchen Schomberg
gretchen@sierrapres.com
PLEASE CUT OUT, FILL IN AND RETURN TO SIERRA PRES OFFICE
NAME:

Email:
CIRCLE the AREAS of Interest.

Phone/cell:

OFFICE
FACILITIES
EVENTS
COOKING

I enjoy organizing.

I enjoy people: making connections, visiting and listening.

I enjoy working with my hands: building projects, painting, repairing.

I enjoy being creative and enjoy crafts: decorating, art projects.

I enjoy working with numbers,.

I enjoy working with technology: computers, video cameras, photography.

I enjoy teaching, mentoring and leading small groups
Days/Times best for you to help: AM PM Evenings

At Home

Handel’s Messiah Coming December 4!
Sierra Presbyterian will again be presenting George F.
Handel’s masterpiece Messiah on Sunday, December
4. There will be 2 performances - 3:00 and 6:00 p.m.
Jonathan Steel will conduct a community chorus,
soloists and orchestra presenting excerpts from all
three parts of the oratorio.
Tickets will go on sale Sunday, November 6.
They will be $12 in advance and $15 at the door.
3pm tickets are available online
6pm tickets are available online and in the church
office.

Discovery New Membership Class
Saturday, February 4th
8:30 to 12:30
This is an opportunity to learn more about the mission & ministry of SPC, our beliefs, background
(history) and affiliation as part of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
Sign up at the Connect Center
Call the church office, or by email to gretchen@sierrapres.com

Please fill out other side, cut out and turn into our office

CROSSROADS IS COMING BACK!
(Active Adult Fellowship)
For many years, Crossroads was a Christian Fellowship Group in our church for senior adults, singles
or couples. The purpose was for seniors to meet at church, or other venues in the community, for
fellowship and fun, and building friendships/support for each other. Another goal was to welcome
new members and visitors, and help incorporate them into church fellowship. In the past, Crossroads met once a month. Some of the many activities were potlucks w/speakers, day trips to parks
and museums, dances, garden tours, game nights, concerts, etc.
A number of people have expressed interest in re-starting Crossroads, so we will have a dessert
pot-luck planning/discussion meeting on Saturday, January 14 at 7 PM in Ryosa Hall at the church.
Please come and bring a dessert to share for 8. Some of the topics that will be discussed:
th

 How many times to meet and where
 Name of new group
 Types of future activities
 Establish a leadership team
 Leaders for each future meeting
Any questions, please contact
Dick and Lynne Dirga at 265-3842, or
Carolyn Wertz and Celia Ullis at 728-3031.
Otherwise, please come to the meeting and help with the planning. We really need your input!

Go Center!
Church Revitalization Weekend
January 21st - January 22nd
Sierra Presbyterian Church is partnering with Go Center, an organization that encourages church
growth and revitalization. We will be hosting a Go Workshop on Saturday, January 21st from 9am3pm. This workshop will be open to all members and friends that would like to attend. On Sunday,
January 22nd seminar leader, Bob Stauffer, will preach during service.

Sierra Kids Club
Who: 2 years to 5 Grade, childcare available for younger siblings of
SKC Participants
th

What: A place for kids to experience God, have fun, meet new friends,
and learn life skills. We are a member of the Pioneer Clubs.
When: 2 & 4 Sundays from 5:30 to 7:00pm
nd

th

Where: 175 Ridge Road, NC
How Much: $20 a year per kid, payment plan and scholarships available
To register or have questions contact Mare, mare@sierrapres.com
Check us out at facebook.com/SierraKidsClub
The holidays are upon us and at Ankor that means several things. First, we are
mixing things up a bit and kicking off the month of December with our annual
“White Elephant” gift exchange Christmas Party on Wednesday. December 7 .
We enjoy a special dinner together, a warm fire in the fireplace in Ryosa Hall
and the festive decorations. We sing carols and read the Christmas story together and there is always ONE gift that stands out each year for one reason
or another as the most unusual.
th

We also have a couple of service opportunities in December. On Saturday, December 10 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Sierra Pres. we will be assisting with the community-wide Santa’s Shoppe which allows
low income children to come and shop for deeply discounted items for their family. They are provided
with an Elf to guide them through the store and then to the gift wrapping stations. Parents are treated
to goodies while they wait for their young shoppers. This is an event put on by Kare Crisis Nursery and
supported by a number of local community service organizations. Then on Wednesday December 14
for our evening meeting we will go caroling at a local skilled nursing facility, spreading the joy of Jesus
to those residing and working there. We will be on hiatus for a couple of weeks, returning to our regular meeting schedule in early January.
th

Everything we do as Ankor youth is because of our love for Jesus. We desire to grow in our faith and to
share the love of Christ with others.
On Wednesdays we continue to meet in Hatcher Hall from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Then on the 1 , 2
and 4 Sundays of the month we attend the worship service ‘till the greetings time and then slip out
quietly to go discuss and study that morning’s sermon topic as a small group. The 3 Sunday/mo. and
occasional 5 Sunday/mo. we stay in for the full worship service to participate with the larger church
body.
st

th

rd

th

Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

nd

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Christ Caring for People through People
“Christmas Gift Suggestions:
To your enemy, forgiveness.
To an opponent, tolerance.
To a friend, your heart.
To a customer, service.
To all, charity.
To every child, a good example.
To yourself, respect.”
-Oren Arnold

“. . . Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the Lord. – Isaiah 57:19
We wish you God’s Perfect Blessings! Your Stephen Ministers

All Worship Hosts and Worship Captains
There will be a meeting and pot luck on
Sunday, January 15th
Following the 2nd service, 12:15 - 1:30
In Ryosa
Please mark your calendars!
We have a lot to go over and also hope this will be a great time for fellowship.
Intestested in serving at Sierra Pres? Please join us!
More details to follow.

VOLUNTEER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
We are looking for volunteers to help in the church office on a regular basis.
Skills needed:
-- friendly phone voice
-- servant heart--helpful attitude
-- confidentiality
-- attention to detail and follow-through
-- reliability (1x weekly preferred)
Shifts we would like to fill:
—Monday: 9am to 1pm and/or 1pm to 5pm
—Tuesday: 1pm to 5pm
—Wednesday: 9am to 1pm and/or 1pm to 5pm
—Thursday: 9am to 1pm and/or 1pm to 5pm
Contact the church office for more details.
Kitchen Volunteers
It is going to be a while before we have our new kitchen, so in the meantime we
need to keep what we have in good order. We used to have 6 volunteers who
would come and clean a small portion of the kitchen about every 2 months. Now
we only have one faithful saint who cleans all the drawers. So how about you?
Would you like to serve the Lord in this way by taking on a small part of the kitchen
to clean every two months, or as necessary? It won’t take long, the timing is up to
you, and your service will be much appreciated.
For questions, ask Meryl Wilson, 477-5342 or merylw@sbcglobal.net.

Upholstery Cleaners
If you’re looking for an easy way to serve
within SPC then you might be interested in
signing up to help clean some upholstered
chairs. Sign up with others from your small
group or bible study! We will provide all the
equipment.
Contact the office to sign up!
(530) 365-3291

WE’RE HIRING!
Children’s Ministry Director
We are currently seeking a part-time
Children’s Ministry Director to oversee the
program and administrative responsibilities
of Children’s Ministry and outreach to the
larger community. Interested candidates
should complete our application and submit it
along with a resume and letter of interest by
dropping it off at our office. Our application
and more information on this position can be
found by visiting sierrapres.com

Mall Christmas
By Selma Wright
Bustling, rushing
Crowds, lines
Jump in, start looking
One more gift to buy
What to get
Where to purchase
Dash here, run there
People packed stores
Stuffy, hot air
Just finish the list
Where is the perfect gift
Let me find it
Snatches of Christmas music
Carol verse here, rap there
Voices, PA announcements
Still looking for the perfect present
Jammed stores making viewing difficult
Harried clerks too busy to help
Wafting through the mall
Smells of Cinnabon, Chinese
French fries assault the senses
Where was that item I saw
Perhaps it would do
Back to the first store entered

Red and green, blue and silver
Gold and white decorations
Colors blur the eyes
Overwhelmed, exhausted
Still task not complete
One more purchase and then home
Tall decorated tree
Twinkles merrily
Mocking a desperate mood
Long slow check-out line
Surly shoppers
Whiney children
O come, O come, Emanuel
Have we forgotten you
In the madness of the season
Forgive us our busyness
Grant us the richness
Of your peace
Celebrate with joy
The completion of a promise
A savior for all mankind
Receive his gifts
Paid for with his blood
Eternal life.

HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for God's
healing touch on any area of your life is
offered after each Sunday worship service
in the Prayer Room. On the third Sunday
of each month, Prayer Stations are set up
inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are
strictly confidential. Please contact our
Prayer Team Leaders Dave & Linda
Anderson for more information.
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes
place on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evening
of each month, from 7-8:30pm at Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital in the Chapel—
Located at 155 Glasson Way. Enter
through the main entry doors. Christian
prayer for healing in a small group setting.
For more information,
please call
478-1478.

Celebrate Two Births
For Prayer and Healing
Thank God for the birth of His son, to become our Savior,
and thank God for your rebirth. Prayer warriors can rejoice with you. Haven’t been reborn? Prayer warriors can
help with that too. Meet them after the worship services
any Sunday. The prayer warriors are available to listen and
pray with you. The Prayer Room is open after each service. Prayer stations are available after the 3 Sunday of
each month in front of the sanctuary.
rd

Other prayer times are available by request.
Contact Dave or Linda Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Thomas Akin
Rick Atmospera
Jason Bailey
Matthew Doyle
Matt Dusch
Anthony Gilleland
Shane Hayle
Casey Haynes
Casey Lee
Matthew Nesselroad
Megan Meinholz
Jeff Price
Phillip Pelikan
Alec Schreiber
Matt Schreiber
Matthew Ward
Walter Wiggins

Army
U.S. Army– Hawaii
U.S. Army Rangers
U.S. Navy– Aircraft Carrier
U.S. Army Warrant Officer, Ft. Hood, Texas
Marines– Staff Sgt., Afghanistan
Marines, Iraq
Iraq
U.S. Army, Colorado Springs, Colorado
U.S. Army Reserves
U.S. Army, Major
Afghanistan
Chaplain, Lt. Commander, USS Essex,
Lance Corp. USMC Camp Pendleton, Ca
M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa
Afghanistan
U.S. Army Special Forces

Betz, Family Friend
The Shurtz, Son-In-Law
Dennis & Bobbie Bailey
Judy Doyle, Son
The Shurtz, Stepson
Bob & Gladys Joost, Great Nephew
Betz, Family Friend
Tish Wathen, Neighbor's Son
Greg Lee, Son
Dick & Joan Ortlieb, Grandson
The Spreiers, Daughter
The Pleski’s, Daughter
Karen Tyner
Paul Schreiber, Grandson
Paul Schreiber, Son
Charles & Norma Black, Nephew
Nate & Betty Beason

Helicopter Pilot, Afghanistan
U.S. Air Force, Tech Sgt, Kandahar Afghanistan

Bert & Shirley Binder, Nephew
Beth & Jack Moorhead, Grandson

BACK HOME:
Anthony Gannuscio
Larry Moorhead

EVERY
Sunday:

EVERY
Monday:

Worship Services: PRAISERCISE for
9:00 Traditional
Women:
10:30 Contemporary 7:30am to 9am Activity Room

HEALING PRAYER
after Services
ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
9AM & 10:30AM

Stephen Minister
Supervision—2nd
& 4th Mondays,
11am-1pm

CHILDREN’S
BULLETIN
PROGRAMS:
ARTICLES FOR THE
9:00am Childcare
UPCOMING
&
SUNDAY ARE DUE
10:30am Programs
ON TUESDAYS
ankor Youth:
10:30-11:30
“ankored”
Meet in Hatcher

Third Sunday
Worship Practice
5-6:30pm
in the Sanctuary

EVERY
Tuesday:
Men’s Bible
Breakfast:
6:30am
Library

EVERY
Wednesday:

EVERY
Thursday:

EVERY
Friday:

PRAISERCISE for
Women:

SIERRA WOMEN’S PRAISERCISE for
BIBLE STUDY
Women:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

9am in Ryosa
beginning Sept. 16

EVERY
Saturday:

7:30am to 9am Activity Room

SPC Staff Meeting Christian Women Men’s Small Grp 1
10-11:30—Library
in Stitches Quilting 6;30-8/Prayer Rm
Group
Meets on the 3rd
Men's Small Grp 2
Wed. 10-2:30 in
8:00-9:30am
Room C
(Room C)
Worship Planning ankor Youth:
5:30-7:30pm
Meeting
1:00pm
Pete’s Office

PRAY NEVADA
COUNTY:
12-1pm
Locations change
(call SPC office)

2nd & 4th Sunday of Stephen Ministers
each month:
Training
The GATHERING
Mondays
For Families-4:30pm

(Meets weekly)

Sierra Kid’s Club
5:30-7:00pm on the
same night as the
GATHERING
(2nd & 4th Sunday)

Grief & Loss
Support Group

Hatcher 1

10am-11:30am
Room A
1st & 3rd Thursdays

*Praise Band
Choir Rehearsal
Practice: 7:30-9pm Thursday
*AV Rehearsal
3:30pm & 7:00pm
7:15pm-8:30pm
Bell Choir
5:15pm
The Legacy
Journey
Meets weekly
Beginning Sept 15

AA Group
Hatcher 3—12-1pm

Primary Purpose AA
Group-Hatcher 1
6:30-8:30pm

AA GroupHatcher 3
11am-12pm

(Events in italics are outside groups)

Sierra Services for the
Blind—1st & 3rd
WEDNESDAYS
1:30-3pm—Room B

Sundays—9am Traditional / 10:30am Contemporary

Coming Up:
1/06 — Choirs Epiphany Party, 6pm, Ryosa Hall
1/14— Crossroads Planning Meeting, 7pm, Ryosa Hall
1/15 — Worship Host Training Luncheon, Noon, Ryosa Hall
1/20-22 — Church Revitalization with GO Center
1/27-29 — ankor Youth Winter Retreat
1/27-28 — EPC Presbytery of Pacific Meeting, Kent WA
2/04 — Discovery Membership Class, 8:30am, Library
3/18 — Discover Spiritual Growth Half Day, 8:30am, Library
3/01 — ASH WEDNESDAY Service, 6pm, Sanctuary
3/19 — Training Session for Small Groups, Noon, Ryosa Hall

Contact Jeanne Kraft with any
Calendar Updates.

Adult Bible Study is Moving!
Sunday December 18th
Our new home will be located
downstairs in the activity room, Room B.
We are excited to have our own classroom. Parking will be available right in
front of Hatcher or you can take the
stairs.

December 2016
1
Staff Reports

2

3

9

10

Elder Reports Due
Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A

SWAT
Worship
Planning
Meeting
5:00pm—
Library

4

5

6

Small Group
Vision
Team
Small
Group
Vision
11:45am
Team
10:45am

Staff Reports Due

Road to
Resurrection:
Messiah
Parish 3&5
Concert
Easter
Event
Get-together
3:00pm
for 11:30am
Everyone!

Deacon Meeting
3pm—Rm B
Session Meeting
6pm—Library

6:00pm
1:00pm
Ryosa
Hall
Sanctuary

11
Nominating Team
Noon

12
Stephen Ministry
Support
11am-1pm
Rm B

The Gathering
4:30-6:45pm
Ryosa Hall
Sierra Kids
Club
5:30-7:00pm

18

13

25
CHRISTMAS
DAY
We are blessed!

EASTER
Blended
Service
SUNDAY
10:00am
Easter
Eggstravaganza
for Kids

8

ankor Youth
Christmas Party
5:30pm
Ryosa Hall

Hospice
Celebration of Life
5:30pm
Sanctuary

14

15

Session Meeting
5:30pm—Prayer
6pm—Ryosa Hall

20

21

22

Christian Women
In Stitches
10:00am—Rm C
Rm C

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th

26

27

HOLIDAY
Office Closed

Mission
Mission
Team
Team
4:30pm
4:30-6pm
4:30pm
Library
4:30-6pm

28

Turn clocks forward
1 hour

16

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm A
Properties Team
10am — Rm B
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

5:30pm—Library

19

Santa’s Shoppe
ankor youth
KARE
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
TIME
10-1pm
BEGINS
Ryosa
Hall

Elder Reports Due

Deacon Meeting

PALM SUNDAY
50th
Anniversary of
1st SPC
Worship
Service

7

Mom’s
4
Moms
9:30am
Ryosa

23
GOOD FRIDAY
Bethel Church
Noon

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service-6:30pm
6:30pm

29

17
WORK DAY
Grass
Valley
8:30am
Male Voice Choir
Concert
Road
to
2:00pm
Resurrection:
Sanctuary

Easter Event
for Everyone!
1:00pm

24

Christmas Eve
Services
5:00pm
7:00pm

30

31

