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By now, many of you are familiar with the Mission Statement of Sierra Presbyterian
Church: “We invite people to Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus.” What may
be less familiar is how our Mission Statement is enfleshed or unfolded in our Vision
Statement: Our purpose is to be a growing community of devoted followers of Jesus
Christ, as we invite people to ….
 Discover Jesus by gathering in worship
 Follow Jesus by growing together in smaller groups
 Love Jesus by giving of ourselves in love for others
 Share Jesus by going into our community and beyond to reflect the Good News
One way to remember this, is that we want to be a “4 G” church where we focus on Gathering, Growing,
Giving and Going. Encouraging you to be in prayer, you may focus on these “4 Gs” as you pray for our
church…
 Pray for our worship gatherings; that our worship services would be opportunities for people to have
a life changing encounter with God.
 Pray for our small groups; that people are growing together as disciples of Jesus Christ in these
environments.
 Pray that love for one another in our church and community will be expressed in giving of ourselves
through practical acts of service, in giving our tithes and offerings, and in the discovery and use of
our spiritual gifts.
 Pray that we reflect the good news in our witness by going into our community and beyond to share
Jesus.
Specifically, let me highlight a few upcoming opportunities to pray into as we seek to fulfill our Mission and
Vision as a church…
 Pray for the leadership of Sierra Presbyterian Church, including our Session, Staff, and Go! Vision
Team as we gather on August 4-5 for our annual leadership retreat.
 Pray for the number, quality, and accessibility of our Small Groups to grow as we offer a Small
Group Sign-up Fair on Sunday, August 20.
 Pray for us to give of ourselves in love for one another as we seek to mobilize the Caring Ministry
Network of our church in greater ways in order to meet the care needs of our congregation.
Specifically, pray for our new Care and Connection Director Clarissa Schnitzius as she settles into
her new role, be in prayer for those in need to be open to receiving the care of a Stephen Minister,
and for our newly ordained and/or installed Deacons to get to know those in their parish.
 Pray for the church as we go out to share our faith locally through the missional experiments
identified by our Go Vision Team such as serving as mentors for families at Kare Crisis Nursery, for
our witness through our Annual Yard Sale-Labor Day Weekend, and as we share our faith globally
through sending out our Africa Mission Team made up of myself, Craig Burgess, Kim Miller, and
Drew Speroni, as we travel to North Africa with mission partners Luke and Jenny Herrin August 1630.
If God is a missionary God, as we believe him to be, and if He has imparted a vision to our church of
gathering, growing, giving, and going in his name then let us commit ourselves to praying for God to fulfill
this mission and vision to his glory and honor. Sola de Gloria!

This has been a FUN summer in Ankor and it is not over yet! We have
enjoyed meeting many new friends. Some were invited by their friends,
others were visiting while here on vacation, some are new to our
church, and others were grandchildren of some of the church family.
Ankor is a place where we want to make all youth feel welcome and
loved, as Christ would have us do. We have also had some of our
members away on extended vacations for the summer so look forward
to their return.
We have had a wide variety of activities on our Wednesday night gatherings. Most of our July activities
have involved water, which has been great given the summer heat. We also had many of our teens
helping out with Summer Sensation in July which was a great time for them to serve the younger
children in our church while gaining leadership skills and experience teaching about Jesus and sharing
their own faith. For August, we will spend our last summer Wednesday going to play Water Volleyball
at a nearby gym, that is on August 2, from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. The following week is the start of the
Nevada County Fair so we will not be having Ankor that night. Many of our youth have earned a free
pass to the fair for Student Scholar Day for their good grades. Way to go kids! Then, on Wednesday
August 16, we will return to our school year schedule of 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. still including dinner. We
are just about through the book of Acts as our teaching topic so will start a new one soon.
The Gathering, a Sunday night fellowship of young families includes a lot of the families of our Ankor
youth. This group has been on hiatus during the summer but will resume soon. Watch the Sunday
bulletin for the date.
Remember, Sunday mornings we meet together after the worship time in the Sanctuary during 2 nd
service to listen to/discuss the sermon’s relevance to our lives down in Hatcher Hall. The 3 rd Sunday of
the month we remain in the full worship service.
Ankor is open to all middle school through high school youth. There is always room for more so we
look forward to seeing you soon!
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

Summer Sensation Camp was a wonderful week of great music,
awesome skits, silly MC’s, cool crafts, fun games, yummy snacks,
meaningful mission lessons, important messages about God, and,
best of all, exciting decisions for Christ!
I mentioned last month that this was my 17th VBS and I can truly say
that it was one of the best I have been a part of! Thank you to each
person (you know who you are!) who was a part of making our church
a place where kids could come and experience friendship, fun and the
love of our awesome God!!!
For the kids and the Kingdom, Stacey

Find Your Place – There Are A Lot To Choose From
I love being your Deacon! I substituted for a fellow Deacon one Christmas delivering poinsettias to her
parishioners. Her territory went from Forest Springs Mobile home Park to Cascade Shores! Think
geography! I'm very happy to live where I do!
Sierra Presbyterian Church offers many opportunities to be a part of several small groups. I've
participated in Praisercise since nearly the beginning, thirty years ago. When I was teaching, I
participated in the summertime. While I worked for the chiropractor, I attended on Wednesdays when the
office was closed. There's great activity, good fellowship and prayer. Janet Lowell was the instructor in
the beginning and she is still the leader! They meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7:30-9:00.
I've been ringing handbells with the Bells of the Sierra for nearly as long. There have been a number of
conductors. The ringers have come and gone, but the camaraderie remains. You don't have to be able to
read music. You need to be able to count to four! We begin and end with prayer. We meet Thursday
afternoons from 5:15-6:30. We ring in church once a month. We don't meet in the summertime.
Christian Women in Stitches (CWIS) was started by Ruby Foster. She is very generous with her
knowledge of quilting and with her stash of fabric! We meet monthly on the third Wednesday from 102:30. We have a devotion and prayer, break for lunch, then have show and tell. We've made quilts for
veterans, for high school graduates to take to college, to send on mission trips, and for those who have
lost loved ones. We've even had the opportunity to make two quilts for new babies! It's a new experience
for me and the fellowship is wonderful!
Recently, I joined a small group of talking heads. The topic is usually the pastor's sermon. This group
meets Sunday's at noon. We meet in each other's homes, pray, break bread, and discuss ideas we heard
in the sermon.
This year I assisted in the Sierra Kids program that meets during the Gathering. This was more of a team
activity. The children were the group. There were songs, skits, Bible lessons and prayer.
I hope I've opened your eyes to areas of participation that are available. I hope you'll find a small group
for yourself. It adds a lot to the feeling of family.
MaryAnn MacDonald, Parish 2 Deacon

County Fair and Back-to-School
All those special animals at the fair were first created by God. Remember to appreciate all of His wonderful creation! In the busyness of school preparation, take time to thank God for all His provisions, including
schools, teachers and staffs. Ask the prayer warriors to pray for protection and safety for students and all
those that work with them. Ask for open ears to hear of God’s love and plan for the children’s lives. Join
the prayer team after any worship service. Teams for the Prayer Ministry are available after both services
in the Prayer Room, or in front of the Sanctuary on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Other prayer times are
available upon request. Contact Linda and Dave Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.

THE CONTINUING STORY OF SPC’S HISTORY FROM THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TEAM
ANNUAL CHURCH YARD SALE
This year marks the 50th anniversary of our church’s founding (1967-2017). It also marks the 37th
anniversary (1980-2017) of the church yard sale being held at its present location every Labor Day weekend. NOTE: The first ever yard sale held by SPC was a 1968 Labor Day weekend rummage sale put on by
a new women’s group at the church’s temporary location at Seventh Day Adventist Church in Grass Valley.
This sale netted the new women’s club $137.28 for their future projects.
Over the years, our Yard Sale has continued to grow. The first yard sale at our present location was
organized in 1980 by the Seafarer’s Mariner Group which was similar to our present day Small Groups.
Gross sales were around $3,000 for local missions that Seafarers supported. In 1999 the Sierra Christian
School took charge of the annual Labor Day weekend sale. The yard sale size slowly increased and by
2009 the proceeds approached $20,000, and it is now considered the largest in the county.
After the church’s school closed in 2009, Sonshine Preschool and various other people have helped to
organize it. Interestingly, we now have quite a number of helpers every year from other churches and
receive donations from many sources. We have sold everything from clothes, books, toys, furniture,
antiques, and tools to automobiles, RVs and even boats. During the last several years, our proceeds from
the two day event have averaged well over $30,000 after expenses. Most of these proceeds go to support
ministries in our community, including our own Sonshine Preschool.
We deeply appreciate all who faithfully helped with this yard sale these many years, either on campus or
behind the scenes. A job well done!!!
STAY TUNED FOR THE REST OF THE STORY OF GOD’S CONTINUED BLESSING ON SPC

37th Annual Yard Sale Timetable
Early Drop Off—Saturday August 5, 8 am—12 noon; Back of History Center – near SPC trailer
Volunteer Signups — Sundays August 6th, 13th, 20th – after both services
Early Setup—Ryosa Collectibles and Housewares – Sunday August 20 12 noon—3pm
Main Setup — Sunday August 27 — 12 noon
Set Up Week — Monday August 28—Thursday August 31 8am — 6pm
Drop offs accepted Monday August 28 through Wednesday August 30
If space and time permit drop offs will be accepted Thursday August 31
Sale Days— Friday September 1 — 9am—6pm & Saturday, September 2, 9am – 2pm
Clean Up— Saturday – September 2 – 2 pm until campus cleared, ready for Sunday services
Yard Sale Coordinators – Gretchen Schomberg, Michele Hall, Eileen Foster; Volunteer Coordinators –
Dona Paulus, Mary Reeve, Furniture/Large Item Donations – Bev Wilson, Setup/Cleanup – Dick Dirga,
Dave Kimmich

SING OR RING!
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MUSIC MINISTRY
The SPC Choir and the Bells of the Sierra will be starting up a new season in September. If you’ve
ever thought about singing in the church choir or ringing handbells, this is a great opportunity to try
it.
The choir meets on Thursdays at 3:30 and 7:00 p.m. so if you work during the day, or don’t like
driving at night, you have a choice of times. We sing 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and for
special occasions and services. There is no audition, but meet with Jonathan so he can find out
about your musical background and range of voice.
The Bells of the Sierra meets on Thursday evenings at 5:15 and there are a couple of openings we
need to fill. If you can read music even just a little and think this would be a fun ministry to be in,
contact Jonathan who will give you an opportunity to find out what it’s like to hold and ring bells
without an audience!
Both of these groups are a lot of fun. If interested contact Jonathan at the church office - 265-3291
or email him at jonathan@sierrapres.com.

For the last 6 months, the Ryosa Kitchen Team has been working with architects, engineers,
Nevada City Planners, the Fire Department and Nevada County Building Department. Finally,
after many meetings and changes, we were approved by all agencies, and a building permit
issued on July 11, 2017. Estimated cost to add approximately 185 square feet to the existing 200
square feet of the kitchen is approximately $55,000. According to state regulations, we will have
to spend an additional $11,000 to upgrade our non-standard handicap parking.
We are now working with contractors, sub-contractors, and other vendors to start construction.
Since this is now peak construction time, we estimate construction to start in the Sept/Oct time
frame. We do have volunteers ready to help with the demolition. Estimated construction time: anywhere from 6 to 8 weeks. The Ryosa kitchen will not be useable during part of the construction
timeframe. The beverage room can be used for some cooking and warm-ups. An extra microwave
will also be set up in the main room. There is also a full kitchen under the sanctuary, plus partial
kitchens in Renner and Hatcher that can be used.

Financial Peace University Begins Next Month
Nearly every day on Dave Ramsey’s radio show people either call in or come in to the studio at
the Ramsey Solutions headquarters to do their “Debt Free Scream.” These are ordinary people
from all walks of life that have accumulated a variety of debt. Everything from credit card debt,
student loan debt, loans from their family and mortgage debt. How exciting and encouraging to
hear people scream, “We’re debt free!” But getting to the point where they could do their debt
free scream took hard work, tenacity and taking control of their finances. All of them took the first
step in learning how to manage their money by going through Financial Peace University. There
are thousands of success stories that speak for themselves. Financial Peace University does not
promise the normal dose of quick fixes. Instead, FPU offers a bold, no-nonsense approach to
money matters, providing not only how-to but also biblically grounded and uplifting hope for
getting out of debt and achieving total financial health.
With the kids back in school and the end of the year quickly approaching, now is a good time to
get your financial life in order. Financial Peace University walks you through the steps necessary
to help you save for those unknown emergencies that will surely come along, get out of debt and
save for the future. So many of us go through life day-after-day, week-after-week and month-after
-month letting our finances control us instead of us taking control and telling our finances what to
do. Having a budget is one key to managing your money and FPU provides help and guidance in
preparing a budget. John Maxwell, the noted author, leadership expert and Pastor said, “A
budget is simply telling your money where to go instead of wondering where it went”.
Financial Peace University will meet at SPC on Wednesday nights beginning September 13,
2017, at 6:00pm and will be coordinated and led by Jonathan Harvey. The cost for the class is
$100 and covers the cost of the materials. Additional information, along with a quick video and
online registration can be found at https://fpu.com/1043518 and on the church website under the
Events tab. When signing up through the online registration link, enter your registration information at the bottom of the screen and check the box “No. I already have membership materials” and
click the “Register” button. We will have the membership materials available beginning in
September at the church so that you do not have to pay for shipping. For additional information,
or if you would rather register in person, contact Jonathan Harvey at 268-1390 (Evenings).
“The rich rules over the poor And the borrower is slave to the lender.” Proverbs 22:7

Live like no one else now so you can live like no one else later!

Back in April 2014 Ruby Foster wondered what the women in the church would think about getting together
once a month to make quilts for the Lord. She organized a meeting of interested women and around 20
women showed up. She explained there was a need in our community and that it would be an outreach
program. At that time, she suggested the name “Christian Women In Stitches,” which was widely accepted
and has now been shortened to CWIS.
Not all came back to sew in the following months. It wasn’t just for women of our church, but all women
interested in quilting. Every month we have around eight to ten women. Some with sewing skills, some who
want to learn more, but all with a love for God and a desire to be connected with other Christian women.
We pray together, share our stories, laugh and quilt, all with our fellow sisters.
In the years since the beginning, the group has made and donated quilts to the veterans in the local
nursing homes. The veterans hospital in Reno were given 15 quilts one year. The local foster care agency
was gifted 42 quilts at Christmas, enough for all the children from toddlers to teenagers. We were told that
the quilts were placed around the Christmas tree and each child was able to pick their own quilt to take
home. We have sent quilts with a mission group two years in a row to Mexico. When we heard of a need
for walker bags at a local convalescent, we made 25 bags and delivered them to the residents along with
30 bags for those that carry cell phones. Spring Hill Manor has been most grateful. During the Easter
program for the children at Sierra Pres., we made 150 passport carriers for them to keep their “passport”
safe. Quilts aren’t the only project we consider.
When someone in our church loses a loved one, we give them a lapsize quilt for comfort. When an illness
or hardship in the family is brought to the attention of the group, they respond with a quilt. Graduating
Seniors are rewarded with a quilt to take with them to college. Babies born to Sierra Pres. parents are
gifted with a quilt to wrap their newborns.
Ruby has been a mentor to us, and we have learned so much in the years we’ve been together. The total
number of quilts that have been made by this small group of women is amazing, probably exceeding 140.
Not only do we sew each month together, but we take our projects home to finish. Some members make
quilts at home and help finish those of others. A true camaraderie has grown over the years and we pray
that those who receive our quilts are blessed and feel the love we’ve stitched into each one.
We are always open to new members.

4th ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT
Zephyr Point
September 22 – 24
“Joshua and Our Great Adventure with God”
Men of Sierra Pres,
Each of you is invited to our 4th Annual Men’s Retreat, in partnership with Covenant Presbyterian Church in Reno. The theme this year is about leadership and learning from the example of
Joshua as he led his people to the Promised Land.
Our key speaker will be Mark Eshoff, Executive Minister at Fremont Presbyterian Church in
Sacramento where he has served for over 26 years. He is also the Moderator of the EPC Presbytery
of the Pacific. Mark is passionate about leadership both with his family and within the church.
Registration has already started. Registration brochures are available at the CONNECT
center in the lobby of the sanctuary, as well as in the church office lobby area. Lastly, you can also
register online and pay by credit card by going to our website and clicking on; Ministries, Men’s Ministries, “Annual Fall Men’s Retreat”.
This year’s fee for the whole weekend is again only $180, but we are encouraging men who
can afford it to pay $200 to help pay for snacks and scholarships. Additionally, paying by credit card
costs the church an extra $10, and increases the total fee to $190. Please don’t hesitate to register
and ask for a scholarship if needed, as members of our church are ready to support you. All men who
register and pay their fee by August 31st will be eligible for a drawing, the winner receiving a $20 gift
certificate to Starbuck’s.
We feel Zephyr Point will be popular with the guys as it is a very beautiful location and retreat
center on the south/west side of Lake Tahoe in the Zephyr Cove area. Rooms are double occupancy
and men may request who they share a room with, while others will be assigned. As always Saturday
afternoons will give each of the guys an opportunity to go hiking, fishing, riding a bike, or taking the
time to make new friends.
We pray you’ll be able to join us for an amazing weekend. We currently can handle up to 30
guys between the two churches but must have all reservations completed by September 11. If we go
over 30, some men may have to stay in a local motel, so get your reservation in early.
In partnership on the journey,
Jeff Patton

Pastor Mike Griffin

Small Group Sign-Up Fair
Sunday, August 20, 10-10:30am
If you are currently facilitating a small group or are interested in facilitating or hosting a new
group, please contact Clarissa at 530-265-3291 or clarissa@sierrapres.com

Eating Healthier Support Group & Study
Would you like to live a healthier life? Ruth Chown and Rena Criss are starting a
support group for eating Healthier with the Danial Plan by Rick Warren of Saddle
Back Church as a foundation. No matter which meal plan you are using to help
you eat right this support group might be what you need. This would be a time to
be accountable and to support one another in Christian fellowship. If you are
interested, please call Ruth at 530 274 1156 or Rena at 510 332 6794.

“Study of the Word ‘Covenant’ in the Old Testament”
August 23, 2017
This class will take us into a study of the word “Covenant” and its background, meaning and uses in the
Old Testament. Special sharing will be done on the Jewish people of Israel and their relationship to the
Covenant and God. Also, we will look at some of the Old Testament prophets and leaders who
expressed the importance of Covenant with Israel.
Class will be held on August 23, 2017, in Ryosa Hall between 1-2:30pm. The instructor will be Charles
Erion, a frequent teacher of Adult Bible Studies and Adult Sunday School here at Sierra. Please see
Charles, or contact him at cerion@aol.com, to let him know if you are interested in taking the class or
have any questions about the class.

Join us in the Fall for the study of the Gospel of John
In May the women of Sierra Bible Study finished a wonderful year studying the
New Testament books of Mark and Titus. Next year we will study the Gospel of
John using a DVD by the same name for some of our large group time.
When we break into our small groups we will go over the questions for the week’s
lesson. It is always a rich time not only of being in God’s Word together but of
fellowship and prayer for one another.
We would love to have you join us next year for our study. We meet Thursday
mornings beginning September 21 at 9AM – so please SAVE THE DATE!
If you have any questions please call Betty Beason at 227-7364.
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Fri-SPC
Sat at-Ostroms’
6-9pm
9-3pm
SONShine
Preschool 25th
Anniversary
YARD SALE
DROP-OFF
Carnival
8:00-11:00am4-7pm
Storage Trailer
8:30am-Noon

Ankor Youth
H20 Volleyball

5:00pm—
Library

4:00-8:00pm offsite

64

57

Memorial
Reception for
Anne Brooks
11am—Ryosa

68

79

Session
Meeting
Session Meeting

13
11

14
12

15
13

17
15

Elder
Reports
Due
School
starts...

Grief Support
Group
10:00am—Rm
A
Camp in Hume

Ankor Youth and Sierra Kids at Summer
Stephen Ministry
Support
5:00-7:00pm
Library

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS
Turn clocks forward
1 hour

16
14

Staff Reports Due
Nominating Team
Noon

12
10
>

Ankor Youth
No meeting ….
at the Fair

5:30pm prayer
6pm—Library
6:00pm meeting
Ryosa Hall

Noon—Ryosa Hall

911

COUNTY FAIR

Deacon Meeting
3pm—Rm B

1:00pm
5-7pm
Ryosa
Hall

810

SONShine PS
Closing
Deacon
Meeting
Ceremony
5:30pm
11-12
Ryosa
Hall library

Small Group Vision
Team 10:45am

Road to
Resurrection:
Parish 3&5
Easter
Event
Congregational
Get-together
forMeeting
Everyone!
11:30am

35

Ankor Youth
5:30-7:30pm
Hatcher Hall

18
16

Properties Team
10am — Rm B
Properties Team
10am — Rm B

Deacon Meeting

Lake
Mom’s
4
Moms
9:30am
Ryosa

19
17
WORK DAY
WORK
DAY
8:30am
8:30am

Road to
Resurrection:
Easter Event
for Everyone!
1:00pm

5:30pm—Library
GROUP 21
20 SMALLFAIR
18between services 19

FATHER’S DAY
The Gathering
PALM
SUNDAY
KICKOFF
Sierra
Kids
4:30-7pm
50thin
Start
Ryosa Hall
Anniversary
of
Worship
Service
1st SPC
Kid’s
Talk
Worship
@10:30
Service

25
27

23
21Adult Class

SONShine in the
Summer
5:30pm—Prayer

EPC

Session Meeting
5:30pm—Prayer
6pm—Ryosa Hall

27
29

24
22

25
23

SONShine in the
The Exodus
Summer
Wanderings
GOOD FRIDAY
5:30pm—Prayer
Charles Erion
General
Assembly @ FairBethel
OaksChurch
1:00pm
Noon
Ankor Youth
5:30-7:30pm

Spring Break--Mexicali Trip 19th-26th

26
28

Sierra Kids Prep
Start in
Worship Service
@10:30
EASTER
SUNDAY
Easter
Eggstravaganza
for Kids

22
20

28
30

for the YARD
SALEin the
SONShine

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service-6:30pm
6:30pm

29
31

>

SONShine in the
Summer

Summer
5:30pm—Prayer

5:30pm—Prayer

Mission
Team
4:30pm
4:30-6pm

Ankor Youth
5:30-7:30pm
Hatcher Hall

26
24
All Church
Picnic
At Condon
Park
4pm

30
YARD
SALE

Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com

Join Us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

