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Pastor Mike’s Meditations
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Much has been made of the challenges facing the Church in the United States.
Statistically, it is said that somewhere around 85% of Christian churches in our
country have plateaued or are in decline. This can cause us to wonder where
churches like ours are headed and what God is up to. While each church and the
opportunities and challenges they face are unique, the church of Jesus Christ has
always been invited to serve the kingdom purposes of Christ and has always had to
face barriers to doing so.
Late in his life, the Apostle John, imprisoned on the island of Patmos, was given a
revelation from Jesus Christ of what must soon take place. In the context of this vision that has become
recorded as part of the Book of Revelation, Jesus, through John, gives a message to seven different
churches in the area of Asia Minor. The messages come in the context of good news, Jesus says, “Do not
be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and
what will take place later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven
golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.” (Revelation 1:17b-20). In other words, the churches that receive
these messages are told to not be afraid and that the Lord who is the Beginning and the End, who died and
rose again, is the One whose plans and purposes will be carried through His churches.
Each of the messages that follow affirm that each church has an angel supporting them. There are things
that God knows about each church that he affirms, and there are things that he holds against them.
Ultimately, He wants the church to pay attention to what the Holy Spirit is saying to them through the
message that is proclaimed and describes the benefits if they put the wisdom that is behind the message
into practice.
While each of the messages to the seven churches is unique to them, in the upcoming sermon series
entitled “Discipleship on the Edge-The Seven Churches of Revelation,” we will look at the implication of
each message for our church as we serve Christ today. As we will see, there are challenges that the
church of Christ has always faced. Conditions rarely seem conducive to growth. And yet it is often those
challenges that become the very means through which God brings maturity to believers and grows
churches. The good news in this is that we can trust God to fulfill his purposes and plans through his
church. He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, He came in the person of Christ to die for our
sins, and sends us his Spirit to sustain us for the journey ahead. Whatever that may bring.
Concurrent with the sermon series on the Seven Churches of Revelation that will begin Sunday, April 8,
there will be an Adult Spiritual Development Class on the Seven Churches of Revelation as well that will be
supported through a video based curriculum produced by Twin Lakes Church in the Santa Cruz area. We
hope that through the messages on Sunday morning, the concurrent classes, and a number of our small
groups that will be discussing the messages together, we will gain a greater understanding of the mission
of the church of Jesus Christ, be encouraged by how we are fulfilling that mission in our context, and be
challenged to grow in areas that can be strengthened. We hope you will join us by participating in the life
of SPC in the season ahead.
With You on the Journey, Pastor Mike
.

4

Ankor Youth Ministries
Before yesterday, March 24, I had already decided with God’s leading,
the topic of this month’s Ankor article: Seasons. We are in the midst of
the change of winter into spring and little did I know the change of
season in Ankor we were on the brink of. Just a week ago we had a
grand bake sale fundraiser during the intermission of the Radio Show.
A record number of our children and youth showed up to help and
brought baked goods with them. Our sales were both brisk and
generous, netting over $900 to our combined children/youth summer
camp fund. We are SO thankful for the blessing of all your support.

Six days later one of our youngest youth, 11 years of age, who was working at that bake sale, saw no
way out of her personal pain and took her own life. Now, we are propelled to live out our ministry’s key
verse: “We have this hope (Jesus) as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:19
Never before as a ministry have we needed this anchor like we do now! We covet your prayers for the
half-sister, foster sister and foster mother reeling from this situation as well as a good friend of the
family. All three of these young women attend Ankor.
We will never be quite the same. We will change, grow deeper in our faith, reach out to others more,
pay more attention and connect more with each other. I’ll end this month with this: part of the chorus
from God of All My Days by Casting Crowns
“My seasons change, You stay the same. You’re the God of all my days.”
Submitted by: Karen Partch, Volunteer Youth Staff

LiNC (Love In Nevada County)
APRIL 28 & 29
GET INVOLVED – SIGN-UP FOR A “LiNC” SERVICE PROJECT
WHAT IS “LiNC” – LOVE IN NEVADA COUNTY?
“We will never change the world by going to church; we will change the world by being the church.”
“LiNC” is a coalition of Christian congregations coming together in Jesus’ name to blanket our
community in service by working together side by side because Jesus came to serve and He asks us to
do the same – to BE HIS HANDS AND FEET in our community. There are 15 different congregations
serving in leadership with several others participating.
When we think of MISSION or missionaries we tend to think of far off foreign places. But that is not the
entirety of what God means by MISSION. We have the MISSION FIELD right under our noses here in
Nevada County. We really ought to have a sign over our church driveways as we are leaving the parking lot that says “YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD.”
Well, we have the opportunity and privilege to all be active missionaries by being involved in “LINC. –
Love In Nevada County.” There are 41 different service projects to choose from. There is something
for everyone; all skill levels. You can choose from everything from:
Writing notes of encouragement to our civic & government leaders
Gardening
Painting
Sorting clothing items
Light construction
Prayer walking
And much more
You may sign-up for the service project of your choice beginning Sunday, April 8.
ALSO: You may purchase a LiNC t-shirt for $9 by contacting Dick Dirga, 265-3842 or Janet Lowell, 273
-4235. The shirts are gray with the LiNC logo. Wouldn’t it be great to flood the community with a sea of
gray on April 28 & 29.
REMEMBER, APRIL 28 & 29
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Ministry News
Prayer And Healing

Celebration of the Resurrection
Christ has died for our sins and risen again. We are forgiven and can approach the throne of grace. Are
you not sure God can forgive you or how to approach the King’s throne? Let the prayer warriors help
you. They are available every Sunday for any prayer needs you have. Teams from the Prayer Ministry
are available in front of the sanctuary after both services on the third Sunday of the month and in the
Prayer Room on the other Sundays. Other prayer times are available upon request. Contact Dave and
Linda Anderson, Prayer Team Leaders.
Submitted by Selma Wright

Deacon Ministry
st

Easter . . . April 1 . . . We all know it as “April Fools Day”. Let no one be fooled this year and pass up
another opportunity to grow in their relationship with Jesus, the Christ. We just came out of the Advent
season and welcomed Him into our lives as a brand new baby, born of the virgin Mary and Joseph.
He grew into a perfect man who taught all who would listen. He touched many lives then, and He is still
touching lives today. He died on a cross for you and me, an unblemished Lamb. The final sacrifice we
would have to pay for our sins. Jesus paid for them all . . .once and for all.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
In other countries, new Christians are standing in their faith and being persecuted. They have a deep
belief that Jesus IS the way, the truth, and the life. What a blessed country we live in. We can worship
openly and not hide our faith. Repent of your sins, acknowledge that Jesus lived and then died on the
cross for you, and take Him as your Savior and ask Him to be Lord over your life. Open your heart and
receive Him.
As we come out of this Lent season, celebrating Easter and knowing that He is risen, let us remember
that this is OUR season moving forward to be followers of Jesus, spreading His message to all who will
listen. Be like Jesus’ disciples, be a Billy Graham. There are many lives at stake. God wants them all
saved.
Remember, God wants a relationship with you. He wants everyone. Share the good news.
God bless,
Deacon Deni Dax
Parish 4

Ministry News (Cont.)
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Stephen Ministry
We have all heard the funny National Months such as National Snack Food Month and days like National
Donut Day. There are definitely a lot of silly ones but there are also a lot that hold a lot of meaning and
purpose. April happens to be one of the latter. Did you know that April is the National Month of Hope?
(check out NationalDayCalendar.com to find out more!)
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” This is an awesome promise from God, that his plans
for us hold hope, and yet there are times when life feels hopeless. Amongst the unexpected curve balls
that life throws our way it can often be difficult to feel hopeful even when we know God promises it to us.
So what do we do when we feel stuck? When we feel like we are alone?
God’s word encourages us to build each other up, to love one another, to meet with one another, to help
the weak, to withhold judgment against one another and to encourage one another. We are to walk
alongside of each other through the tough times. Sierra Presbyterian Church is blessed with a group of
people who have responded to God’s call on their heart to support those who are hurting. Our Stephen
Ministers are trained and ready to walk alongside of you.
We want to share with you a real life experience that took place in our church when an individual
reached out and requested a Stephen Minister. The care-receiver wrote to us and said:
“2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV) Praise to the God of All Comfort; ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.’
This is my life verse. This verse says it all when it comes to the Stephen Ministry. My five year heartache
with infertility left me feeling isolated, like no one really understood my pain. The advice I got from wellmeaning people only caused deeper pain in many instances. At one of my lowest points I filled out a
Stephen Ministry card here at Sierra Pres. A Stephen Minister who had walked in my very shoes was
assigned to me. I finally had the listening ear that I needed in order to fight this emotional battle I was
fighting. My hope was not in this person but to borrow a phrase from another friend “she served as the
hand and feet of Christ” to me. I praise Him as the verse states because “God is the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.” I received this comfort FROM the Stephen Ministry. If you are in need of
a minister, I urge you to ask for one, this instruction comes directly from God’s word. But it does not end
there...my life verse continues ‘so that WE can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort WE OURSELVES RECEIVE from God.” The pain that my Stephen Minister experienced during her season with
infertility was not in vain. She followed these very words, and provided comfort to me. Now that I have
been blessed with motherhood, I try to comfort others in the way I was comforted, in a way that no one
understands unless they have experienced this feeling also. This is God’s will for us. He uses our pain
for HIs glory. So I would also like to encourage those who have had any painful experience that God has
delivered you from, to consider glorifying Him by offering your listening ear to another. I am so grateful
that a precious lady in this congregation did this for me!”
If you find yourself in a place where a Stephen Minister would be a valuable asset to you or you feel God
calling you to support others as was described, please reach out and we would be honored to help! You
can call us directly on our care line at 530-346-3984, call the church office at 530-265-3291 or email
clarissa@sierrapres.com.
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Events
GREAT QUESTION! Class
Sunday, April 8
Ryosa Fellowship Hall
9am & 10:30am

This Adult Spiritual Development class offers an opportunity for people to bring
their questions of faith and process through answers in a safe and supportive
environment. Led by Pastor Mike, this class is a great opportunity for Easter
visitors to return and wrestle with tough questions of faith or for you to invite your
seeking friends.

ONE CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, April 29 @ 10am

TRI-TIP LUNCH CAMP FUNDRAISER
Sunday, April 29

SIDEKICK MINISTRY
COMMUNITY DINNER
Sunday, April 29
6pm
On Sunday evening, April 29, at 6pm, our Go Vision Team is hosting a dinner for
people in our community who may be interested in being linked up with a Sidekick
from our congregation who can come alongside and support families in our
community who are in need of care. As one of our LiNC (Love in Nevada County)
projects that we will support the weekend of April 28-29. We invite you to prayerfully consider who might benefit from this ministry that you could invite to this
informational dinner.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
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Sierra Presbyterian Church
175 Ridge Road - P.O. Box 268
Nevada City, CA 95959
www.sierrapres.com
530-265-3291

Join us for Worship
Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 10:30 a.m.

We invite people to
Discover, Follow, Love and Share Jesus

