
 
 

AGREEMENT OF COOPERATION 
 
• I have read the Salem Christian Academy Mission Statement and Philosophy Statement and agree to 

support these statements and abide by the policies and procedures of Salem Christian Academy. 
 

• I am willing for my student to be exposed to Bible-centered teaching that could bring him/her to a 
personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
• I will help and encourage my student when he/she is committing Bible verses to memory. 

 
• I will set an example for my student by supporting the administration and faculty in their teaching and 

administration of Christian character, development, and discipline. 
 

• I will attend any parent-teacher conferences if asked to do so. 
 

• If I/we as the parent(s) become dissatisfied with the school in any respect, I/we will seek to resolve the 
matter with the person(s) involved, according to the scriptural principles and the grievance procedures as 
stated in the Policies and Procedures Handbook, rather than spread criticism or hold a negative attitude. 

 
• I give permission for my student’s teacher and/or other agents of the school to make and enforce 

classroom regulations in a manner consistent with Christian principles and discipline as set forth in 
Scripture and as described in the Policies and Procedures Handbook. 

 
• As a parent of a Salem Christian Academy student, I understand that tuition does not cover all the 

operating expenses of the school and will endeavor to help meet the financial needs of the school by 
supporting school fund-raisers and with gifts as the Lord provides and leads. 

 
• I agree to uphold and support the high academic standards of the school by providing a place and time 

for my student to complete any homework or assignments. I will consult and cooperate with the 
teacher(s) in the supervision and encouragement of my student in their homework responsibilities. 
 

• I understand and agree that continued enrollment and re-enrollment of my student in Salem Christian 
Academy is dependent on my parental support of the school, its staff, and its policies. 

 
• My student and I understand that the administration has all right and authority to remove my student if, 

in the judgment of the administration, the student and or family is not in harmony with the spirit of the 
school and or honoring this Agreement of Cooperation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GRIEVANCE COVENANT 

 
 

Having voluntarily chosen to send my child/children to Salem Christian Academy and having agreed to 
uphold all its policies and procedures, I will make every effort to maintain a peaceful and harmonious 
relationship with its students, parents, volunteers, staff, faculty, and administration by following the principles 
set forth in Scripture. 

Should there be any concerns, disagreements, or offenses, I will follow those guidelines given in 
Scripture and maintain the appropriate confidentiality with those involved and not spread discontent among 
others. I agree to make every effort to resolve disputes with each other in private or within the Christian 
community in conformity with the Biblical injunctions. Therefore, I agree that any claim or dispute arising out 
of, or related to, this agreement or to any aspect of the school or a representative of the school arising out of 
school related functions shall be settled by Biblically-based mediation. (Proverbs 17: 9; Matthew 5: 23-24; 
Matthew 18: 15-17; Luke 6:31; Luke 17: 3-4; 1 Corinthians 6: 1-8; Ephesians 3: 20 - 4:3, 1 Timothy 5: 19-20) 

If resolution of the dispute and reconciliation do not result from such efforts, the matter shall then be 
submitted to a panel of three arbitrators for binding arbitration. Each party to the agreement shall have the right 
to select one arbitrator. The two arbitrators selected by the parties shall jointly select the neutral, third arbitrator. 
If there is an impasse in the selection of the third arbitrator, the Institute for Christian Conciliation division of 
Peacemaker Ministries, Billings, MT [(406) 256-1583] shall be asked to provide the name of a qualified person 
that will serve in that capacity. The mediation and arbitration process shall be conducted in accordance with the 
“Rules of Procedure for Christian Conciliation” contained in the Peacemaker Ministries booklet, Guidelines for 
Christian Conciliation. 

The parties agree that these methods shall be the sole remedy for any controversy or claim arising out of 
a school related function and each expressly waives their right to file a lawsuit against the other in any civil 
court for such disputes, except to enforce a legally binding arbitration decision. Each party, regardless of the 
outcome of the matter, agrees to bear the cost of his/her own arbitrator and one half of the fees and costs of the 
neutral arbitrator and any other arbitration expenses. 

This Grievance Covenant will be in effect whether or not my child/children are currently attending 
Salem Christian Academy. 

I further understand and agree that my relationship with Salem Christian Academy is contractual in 
nature, and that the SCA administration may terminate the contract for services with me if it is determined that I 
have not kept this covenant contained herein. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Parent Commitment Form 

 
This commitment signifies an agreement, on the part of the enrolling family, of a partnership with SCA. The 

enrolling family agrees to all the responsibilities listed below. The two (family and school) must work together and be in 
agreement in order for the successful education of a child can result. 

 
Spiritual Commitment 

1. We (as parents) believe in Christian education because the Bible commands this of us and we are responsible for 
what is taught to our child. 

2. We will support the SCA Positional Foundation. 
3. We agree with moral standards involving student dress, social relationships, separation from worldliness, and will 

support all school standards. 
4. We will either faithfully support a local Christian church as a believer in Jesus Christ, or maintain an openness to 

a relationship with Jesus Christ and His church. 
  

Academic Commitment 

1. We understand that reflection, critical-thinking skills, creative expression, and practical application of all 
academic knowledge must be based upon the truths found in God’s Word and filtered through a Biblical 
worldview so that a child can be equipped for success and service in any area of life.  

2. We recognize that we, as parents, are the primary educators, and thus we will regularly be involved in the 
academic progress of our child/children. 

3. We will commit to assisting our child/children with all homework and extra-curricular practice and will support 
all academic practice and activities as assigned by the school.      

Practical Commitment 

1. We understand that any differences we may have with the administration or teachers must be handled in a Biblical 
manner, following Matthew 18:15-17. We commit to diligently seek equitable and peaceful solutions in all 
situations where disagreement may occur. Should a disagreement arise in which a peaceful solution is not found, 
we commit to following the SCA Grievance Policy. 

2. We will maintain a confidentiality of matters between teachers and administration, not sharing this information 
with our child/children or any other individual who is not a part of the problem or solution. 

3. We will keep the school calendar at a position of priority, planning ahead so conflicts can be avoided. 
4. We will keep our financial commitment, abide by all SCA financial policies, and pay on time. We will bear our 

fair share of practical responsibilities in the area of school support (fundraising activities), in order to keep the 
tuition costs at a minimum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADMISSION POLICY AND PROCEDURE 

 
 
GENERAL POLICY 
Admission to Salem Christian Academy (SCA) is based on the following criteria: 

• The student and the family must demonstrate a desire to receive an education that is built upon an 
openly evangelical Christian perspective that asserts the lordship of Jesus Christ in everyday living and 
the authority of Scripture to establish moral guidelines for righteous living. 

• The student must demonstrate academic competence as indicated by previous grades, achievement tests, 
and placement tests used to determine grade level performance. The school must determine if it can 
provide a program and environment that will meet the student’s academic needs and develop the 
student’s academic potential. The student and the family must give evidence of a willingness to submit 
to the policies and procedures of SCA. 

• Finally, students who have had disciplinary problems, have had a suspension or expulsion from other 
schools or who have more than one failing grade on their most recent report card will not normally be 
admitted to SCA. 
DCA admits students of any gender, race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 

programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate 
on the basis of gender, race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, 
athletic and other school-administered programs. 
 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
To seek admission to SCA, please adhere to the following guidelines: 

1. Fill out an application in its entirety, leaving no questions blank. 
2. Elementary school applicants: Give one Teacher Recommendation Form to a current teacher for each 

applicant. Middle school applicants: Teacher Recommendation Forms must be given to three current 
academic teachers and/or administrator. The completed form(s) should be faxed or mailed directly to the 
admissions coordinator by the reviewer, NOT delivered by the applicant. 

3. Submit the following required information to the admissions coordinator: 
• Completed application with student photograph, including the signed Application Checklist, the signed 

Agreement of Cooperation, Grievance Covenant, Doctrinal Statement of Faith, Tuition Agreement, and 
Authorization of Release of Records, 

• Current immunization records (or Conscientious Objection Form, notarized), and three SCA medical 
forms 

• Certified copy of your child’s official birth certificate and a copy of their Social Security card, 
• Current year academic records (most recent report card, plus two full years of academic records and 

standardized test scores, and official transcript for all high school applicants, and the 
• $25.00 non-refundable/non-transferable application fee. 
4. Families who have a financial obligation/indebtedness to another school may be denied admission to 

SCA. 
5. Students having been expelled, under suspension at another school, or who have discipline issues at 

another school are not normally eligible to enroll at SCA. It is preferred that such a student return to 
their school as soon as possible, placing themselves under the school’s authority, only after submission, 
reconciliation, and a heart change has taken place may a student apply to SCA. 

6. SCA is an open enrollment school, meaning that a family wanting to enroll their child at SCA may do so 
with or without a Christian testimony; however, they must respect our goal to create a uniquely 



 
Christian and spiritual environment and agree to abide by all school policies and procedures. SCA 
reserves the right and sole discretion to refuse admission of an applicant, or discontinue enrollment of a 
student if the attitude, activities, conduct, or lifestyle of the student or family are counter to, or are in 
opposition to God’s word, the school’s philosophy, mission, or purpose. 

7. A prospective student who does not want to attend SCA or who has a resistant spirit regarding attending 
SCA will not be accepted. 

8. SCA adheres to the following guidelines for entrance age into Kindergarten. A student must be at least 
five (5) years of age by the first day of school. All other grade levels must be age level appropriate. 

9. Upon review of the application, those who qualify for admission will be contacted for a personal 
interview with the principal. Both parents and the prospective student(s) are required to attend. 
Placement testing is required of all applicants, and will be done at this time (if it has not already been 
done on a student shadowing or visitation day). 

10. Upon acceptance of your student to SCA, the $250 enrollment fee and enrollment documents must be 
returned to the office promptly to secure a place for the applicant. 

ENROLLMENT 
Upon acceptance, an enrollment packet will be provided detailing the financial arrangements and 

documentation that must be completed. A student is not considered enrolled, and a place will not be secured in a 
class, until all required fees are paid, all documents are completed and signed, and all immunizations are current 
and on file. 
 
ACCREDITATION 

SCA is licensed through the state of Ohio and is a member of the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI). 
 
LEARNING DIFFERENCES 

Students who have current documentation on file for an identified learning differences, diagnosed by a 
licensed diagnostician or a licensed medical professional, may or may not be considered for enrollment. 
Admission for students with learning disabilities will greatly depend on the diagnosis, accommodations that are 
required, and the school’s ability to meet those accommodations. Due to staff and funding limitations, SCA is 
not equipped to handle implementation of all Individual Education Plans (IEP) or 504 plans. 
 
STUDENT WATCH PERIOD AND ACADEMIC/BEHAVIORAL PROBATION 

All new students will be in a watch period for their first nine weeks of school to ensure a smooth 
transition into SCA. Academic and behavioral probation is implemented when a student has a serious academic 
or behavioral problem. It is intended as a time of evaluation for a nine week period to determine a student’s 
continued enrollment, and or to coordinate with the parents and student toward a mutual effort to correct the 
academic or behavioral deficiency. Academic/behavioral probation will be extended for new students under the 
following circumstances: 

a. When academic and or behavioral records for the first nine weeks are unsatisfactory  
b. When a student has demonstrated significant academic and or behavioral deficiency that need a longer 

duration of time to overcome. New students placed on academic probation may be prohibited from 
participation in extracurricular activities. 

c. The administration reserves the right to place any appropriate academic and or behavioral restrictions on 
a student that are deemed necessary for the student to succeed at SCA. 

 
 



 
REVERSAL OF ACCEPTANCE 

In general, there are two circumstances that can cause the school to reverse a prior decision to accept a 
student. One, there is evidence that information provided the school has been falsified. In the event that an 
obvious attempt has been made to gain acceptance by falsifying information, the student will not be permitted to 
attend school even if a prior acceptance has been granted. This includes information obtained from written 
records, as well as, from verbal comments made during interviews.  

Two, a student fails to show up for the first day of school and no contact with the school has been made 
to account for the absence. If a student is absent for five (5) days without the family giving notification to the 
school, the student may be removed from the school and the space given to another student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SCA POSITIONAL FOUNDATION 

 
PURPOSE 

Salem Christian Academy (SCA) is a ministry dedicated to teaching and training students to know and 
live their lives for Jesus Christ. SCA has been called of God to partner with parents who desire a Christian 
education for their child/children. SCA is purposed to establishing relationships within the area communities as 
an effort to make a positive impact for Christ, and the advancement of the Kingdom of God. This key aspect of 
the school’s purpose is accomplished with intentional efforts, in cooperation with Salem Church of God, to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, first to the students and families of the school, and then to the area 
communities and its people. 
SCA exists to: 

• Glorify God in every aspect of the school’s ministry 
• Lead  students to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior 
• Teach students to honor God with a Christ-like character 
• Provide a safe God-honoring environment conducive to a student’s spiritual growth 
• Be a positive influence for Christ in area communities 
• Build the Kingdom of God in the greater Miami Valley area 
• Offer a quality education that prepares students for success in the future that God has planned for them 

 
 
 

Purpose Statement 
Salem Christian Academy exists to glorify God by leading students to a personal knowledge of Jesus 

Christ and to prepare them academically and spiritually for the future God has planned for them.  
 
 
 
MISSION 

Salem Christian Academy is to Glorify God in every aspect of the school’s operation on a daily basis. 
SCA will seek to accomplish this mission by: 

• Integrating Biblical principles into every subject taught 
• Supporting, promoting, and providing opportunities for spiritual development among those associated 

with SCA 
• Following a Biblically based discipline plan 
• Developing, maintaining, and implementing a scriptural accountability program for school staff 

members and students 
• Encouraging and providing opportunity for the professional development of school staff members 

 
 

Salem Christian Academy seeks to partner with its families and area communities. SCA will seek to 
accomplish this mission by: 

• Extending an invitation to parents to any and all school functions 
• Providing parents’ access to and encouraging communication with their child’s teacher and the 

administration of the school 
• Offering parents and members of the community opportunities to participate in the educational process 
• Seeking opportunities of partnership with parents, area churches, community businesses, and 

organizations 
• Encouraging parents, area churches, community businesses, and organizations to support for SCA 

activities and fundraisers 



 
 
 

Salem Christian Academy seeks to provide a high quality education from the perspective of a Biblical 
worldview (a point of view or perspective that is based on Biblical standards). SCA will seek to accomplish this 
mission by:  

• Using academically sound Biblically-based curriculum 
• Teaching students age-appropriate critical thinking 
• Constantly seeking methods to further improve communication between school staff and families 
• Employing highly qualified and certified teachers in the classroom 
• Providing a meaningful and relevant spiritual program 

 
 

Salem Christian Academy seeks to prepare students to impact their culture and their communities for 
Jesus Christ. SCA will seek to accomplish this mission by: 

• Employing a dedicated staff of believers in Christ who model Christ-like attitudes and behavior  
• Utilizing curriculums and teaching methods that are taught from a Biblical worldview 
• Teaching students about Christ’s offer of salvation and giving students the opportunity to choose to 

place their faith in Him 
• Teaching students how to share their faith in Christ with others 
• Implementing programs with an intentional and purposed spiritual emphasis 
• Maintaining an expectation of staff, students, and parents to support a knowledge of and an attempt to 

honor God in all ways 
• Teaching students the importance of being a Christ-like servant leader by offering them community 

service and mission opportunities  
 
 
Mission Statement 

Salem Christian Academy will partner with families to provide a high quality Christian education taught 
within the context of a Biblical worldview, and will follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit to equip students to 
impact their communities for Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
VISION 

Salem Christian Academy is committed to a sustainable growth level in all areas of school operation that 
does not alter the quality of education, the culture and attitude of family, and is committed to teaching and 
operating within the context of a Biblical worldview. The ten-year plan strategic plan to fulfill this commitment 
will serve to guide the process of implementing the goals established to achieve the vision God has given for 
SCA.  
 

In an attempt to be good stewards, the desirable strategy for growth is to maximize the fullest potential 
of the facilities before considering new facility construction or growth beyond the current property limitations. 
All growth, both short and long term, will remain dependent upon the Lord’s provision, the school’s financial 
status, and the existing school program obligations. The primary vision and goal of growth at SCA is to build 
God’s Kingdom as He directs. The secondary vision and goal is to meet the needs of area parents who wish to 
partner with a Christian school in educating their children within the context of a Biblical worldview. As the 
local communities grow and change, SCA will seek to grow with it at a sustainable rate, and be an accurate 
reflection of the area communities.   
 
 



 
Vision Statement 
 Salem Christian Academy is committed to growth that allows the school to offer area parents a high 
quality Christian school option that prepares students to influence their culture for Christ, allows SCA the 
ability to increase the impact for Christ in the surrounding communities, and building the Kingdom of God in 
the greater Miami Valley area. 
 
 
 
PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 
  SCA seeks to offer parents a positive alternative to secular education. The faculty, staff, and administration 
at SCA recognizes the need to provide a high quality education, both spiritually and academically. With this 
realization, SCA seeks to provide a quality and challenging academic education taught from a Biblical 
worldview. The core philosophy of education at SCA is founded on a Biblical worldview. Thus, it is the 
philosophy at SCA that a complete education can only be obtained when taught from a Biblical worldview. The 
following are the pillars of the SCA philosophy of education. 

1. The ministry of teaching: SCA promotes the belief that teaching is a ministry to students and their 
families. The act of ministering involves addressing more than simply teaching academic subjects. 

2. Ministering to the whole child: This method of ministering/teaching involves a comprehensive 
approach to address the development of the whole child physically, mentally, emotionally, morally, 
spiritually, socially, and culturally. 

3. Tripod approach: SCA believes in a coordinated educational effort that involves the home, the school, 
and the church working together for the good of the student. The focus of this effort is on the core belief 
that Jesus Christ is the central aspect in all learning and living. All knowledge and academic subjects are 
to be evaluated in light of God's Word, including all extra-curricular activities. 

4. Character training: SCA considers character training, respect, and obedience to be crucial in the 
cultivation of self-discipline, which is essential to the emotional, mental, physical, social, and spiritual 
well-being of the student. 

5. Authority and discipline: SCA believes that the teacher/adult authority figure is to be respected by all 
students. When necessary, authority figures at SCA understand that discipline is to be administered 
fairly, firmly, and lovingly. In an effort to minimize the need for disciplinary measures, SCA will strive 
to instill in each student a love God and others, obedience to God and the authorities He establishes, and 
a desire to choose that which is righteous and good in God’s sight. This will equip them for their 
individual role in God's plan for their lives, and for their place in society. 

6. Reality: As the personal and purposeful Creator of the universe, God is the ultimate reality. Reality in 
education involves helping students come to an experiential knowledge of God. 

7. Truth: As Christian educators we take the position that God has revealed Truth to us through Jesus 
Christ and the Bible (John 14:6; 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:9-16; Colossians 1:25-27). Revelation has 
priority over man's reason since man's ability to perceive truth has been affected by the fall of mankind. 

8. Knowledge and Wisdom: Since there is a disparity between earthly knowledge and wisdom, and 
spiritual knowledge and wisdom, the Word of God must be the standard by which all knowledge and 
wisdom are measured (1 Corinthians 1-2; 7:10-16; James 3:13-18).  Recognition of this principle is vital 
to the handling of actual information in the curriculum of the school. 

 
 
 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 

1. SCA believes in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as verbally inspired by God and inerrant 
in the original writing, and that they are of supreme and final authority in faith and life. 

2. SCA believes in one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 



 
3. SCA believes that Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God the Father, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, is both God and man, and will one day return to 
Earth. 

4. SCA believes that man was created in the image of God, that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only 
physical death, but also spiritual death (which is separation from God), and that all human beings are 
born with a sinful nature. 

5. SCA believes that the Lord Jesus Christ died for the sins of all people, according to the scriptures, as a 
representative and substitutionary sacrifice, and that all who believe in Him as their Lord and Savior, are 
justified on the grounds of His shed blood. 

6. SCA believes in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, His ascension into Heaven, and in 
His personal future return to Earth in power and glory. 

7. SCA believes in the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, by whose indwelling, a true believer in Jesus 
is enabled to live a holy life. 

8. SCA believes that all, who by faith, receives the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are born again, 
and thereby become children of God. 

9. SCA believes is a final judgment in which those who have believed in Jesus as Lord and Savior will 
inherit eternal life in Heaven, and in which those who have not believed in Jesus will inherit an eternal 
separation from God.    

10. SCA believes in water baptism as an outward sign of a belief in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
 
 
CORE VALUES 
The following are the Biblical values taught at SCA in all areas of school life, both academic and extra-
curricular:  

1. Students are to respect authority and must demonstrate that respect in their words, actions, and attitudes. 
2. The teaching of the Bible as a core subject and is essential to the academic curriculum. 
3. Parents have the prime responsibility for the education of their children, and the Christian school exists 

to assist, not replace, parents meet that responsibility. 
4. Students need to learn how to process information, apply age-appropriate critical thinking, and think 

within the context of a Biblical worldview. 
5. Staff and students are committed to academic and spiritual excellence, striving to maximize each 

student's God-given potential. 
6. Staff and Students are to be involved in fulfilling the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19,20) via 

community service and mission opportunities. 
7. Christian education provides a means of evangelizing, nurturing, and disciplining students for a life of 

service to God and society. 
 

 
 
POSITION STATEMENT 
Salem Christian Academy is open to students and their families who come from a wide range of experiences 
and belief in God. Nevertheless, there are some Biblical topics that may be covered at SCA which are not 
universally agreed upon by all, even in the Christian church. These topics are the result of how Salem Christian 
Academy interprets Scripture. SCA desires that you, as parents of SCA students, be aware of the position the 
school takes in the four areas mentioned below. 
SCA takes the following stance in these specific areas: 

1. SCA interprets Scripture to teach Biblical creation over evolution. Genesis 1:1, Romans 1:19-25, Psalm 
100:3 

2. SCA interprets Scripture to support the sanctity of life, particularly the life of an unborn child. Psalm 
139:13, Jeremiah 1:5, Luke 1:15, 44 



 
3. SCA interprets Scripture to approve of sexual activity only in a marital relationship between a husband 

(male) and a wife (female). Exodus 20:14, Galatians 5, Galatians 5:19, I Corinthians 6:18, Leviticus 
18:22, Romans 1:27 

4. SCA interprets Scripture to be in opposition to various forms of teaching that are considered “worldly” 
from a Biblical perspective. A “worldly” teaching perspective formulates from a philosophy that views 
all academic subjects, and life in general, from a perspective that eliminates God from His positon as 
creator and supreme authority on all subjects. This also includes teachings that instruct people to obtain 
special revelations, insights or knowledge through the use of spirits, séances, horoscopes, Ouija boards, 
prisms, crystal balls, metaphysical techniques, imaging, and other similar means. Lev. 19:31, Col 2:8, I 
John 4:1, Rev. 22:18 

 
 
 
 
 

GOALS 
 The goals for SCA include, but are not limited to the following: 

1. To encourage each student to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior 
2. To develop in each student a Biblical worldview. 
3. To teach the basic Biblical doctrines and principles as articulated in the SCA Statement of Faith. 
4. To function as a partner with parents, aiding them in their Biblical responsibility of training a child to 

know, love, and obey God. 
5. To purposefully and effectively integrate subject matter and all learning experiences with Biblical 

principles. 
6. To teach toward academic excellence in all academic curriculums. 
7. To offer students the opportunity to develop and excel in extra-curricular areas such as athletics, fine 

arts, and academic competitions. 


