
Wise/Dumb: Take Responsibility 
“Between stimulus and response, there is a space. In that space is our power to choose our response. 
In our response lies our growth and our freedom.” – shared by Stephen Covey, original author 
unknown. 
 
The Lord calls us to a life of wisdom. However, such a life is impossible unless and until we choose to 
take responsibility for what we think, what we say, what we believe, and what we do. The alternative 
to taking responsibility is to deny, deflect, or otherwise dismiss our responsibilities in an effort to make 
someone or something else responsible for our lives. Such a life is one sidelined by excuses and made 
lame with blame. In fact, Benjamin Franklin famously said, “A man good at making excuses is rarely 
good at anything else.”  Long before Franklin made his observation, the book of Proverbs was warning 
God’s people about the foolishness of making excuses, the wisdom of taking responsibility, and the 
reality that it’s impossible to do both. 
 

You can’t take responsibility if you’re making excuses. 
 

Taking responsibility means taking honest inventory. “One man pretends to rich, yet has nothing; 
another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.” – Proverbs 13:7 

• This is an area of life where mere appearances aren't enough. The question is: What is the 
actual state of things?  

Every prudent man acts out of knowledge. – Proverbs 13:16 

• If you want to take charge of your life, you can't wait for someone to point these things out—
you have to do it yourself. Act out of knowledge; find out where you are. Balance your bank 
account. Get a check-up. Have a heart-to-heart with your spouse, with your children, with God. 
Take responsibility by taking inventory. 

Taking responsibility means owning things personally. “A man's own folly ruins his life, yet his heart 
rages against the Lord”. – Proverbs 19:3 

• Do you want a new way to spell blame? B – LAME – Feeble and unable to move. Weak 

• As long as you're blaming something or someone else for your situation, you will never be able 
to take responsibility for your life. 

Taking responsibility means managing time. “The sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time 
he looks but finds nothing”. – Proverbs 20:4 

• We all have 24 hours a day. Those who are responsible are those who have taken control of 
their time. 

• When you take control of your time you will quickly learn three things.  
o Your time is not as valuable to others as it is to you.  
o No one else in the world will make sure you spend your time wisely; you'll have to do that 

yourself. 
o You will make time for what is really important to you. 



Taking responsibility means taking action. - To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the 
LORD than sacrifice. – Proverbs 21:3 

• Just as it is impossible to take responsibility when making excuses, taking responsibility is 
inseparable from taking action.  

• Righteous action is more important than religious activity. One is an empty form of godliness, 
the other manifests the power of God. 

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. – James 2:26 - Faith cannot be 
earned by works, but works are a sign that one’s faith is alive. 
 
If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. – James 4:17 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. – Ephesians 2:8-10 

• The ability to do what is right and just in this world is accompanied by the responsibility to do 
what is right and just. The gospel gives God’s people both. 

Taking responsibility means taking risks. The sluggard says, "There is a lion outside!" or, "I will be 
murdered in the streets!"- Proverbs 23:13 

• The responsible Christian life is not safe. 

• You will fail. Learn from it. 
o “Look not where you fell, but where you slipped” – African Proverb  
o “Failure is not fatal. Only failure to get back up is.” - John C. Maxwell 

 

• You will get hurt. You will often be misunderstood, you will certainly be misrepresented. You 
will lose relationships. You could lose your job. You could lose your physical life. But you can’t 
not go. 

• Because the gospel removes eternal risk, Christ calls us to confident temporal risk. 
 

o “There is a great biblical legacy of loving risk-takers. Joab, facing the Syrians on one side 
and the Ammonites on the other, said to his brother Abishai, "Let us be courageous for 
our people . . . and may the LORD do what seems good to him" (2 Samuel 10:12). Esther 
broke the royal law to save her people and said, "If I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16). 
Shadrach and his comrades refused to bow down to the king's idol and said, "Our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us . . . But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods" (Daniel 3:16-18). And when the Holy Spirit told Paul that in 
every city imprisonment and afflictions await him, he said, "I do not account my life of 
any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course" (Acts 20:24)." 

Every Christian," said Stephen Neil about the early church, "knew that sooner or later he 
might have to testify to his faith at the cost of his life" This was normal. To become a 
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Christian was to risk your life. Tens of thousands did it. Why? Because to do it was to 
gain Christ, and not to was to lose your soul. "Whoever would save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it" (Matthew 16:25).  

Almost every message of American consumerism says the opposite: Maximize comfort 
and security - now, not in heaven. Christ does not join that chorus.  For the followers of 
Jesus the final risk is gone. When a Christian says from the heart, "To live is Christ and to 
die is gain," they are free to love no matter what. Some forms of radical Islam may 
entice martyr-murderers with similar dreams, but Christian hope is the power to love, 
not kill. Christian hope produces life-givers, not life-takers. The crucified Christ calls his 
people to live and die for their enemies, as he did.” – John Piper, A Call for Christian 
Risk, 6/29/02 

You can’t take responsibility if you’re making excuses. Surrendering to the gospel is the most honest, 
most personal, most timely, most risky, and most right decision you can make. You are response-able, 

so what will your response be? 
Questions to Dig Deeper 

• When was the last time you took an honest assessment of where you are with your family, with 
your friends, with your health, with your God? Why does the Bible so often have to repeat the 
command to look in the mirror? Why do we want to? 

• Talk about blame. How have you seen blame paralyze someone’s road to responsibility? 

• Talk about the difference between excuses and reasons. Why is it that one person who has 
endured suffering becomes better from it, while another spirals into bitterness? How do you 
distinguish between being a survivor and being a victim? Why is such a distinction necessary for 
taking responsibility? 

• How do you respond to the relationship between responsibility and time? Do you agree that 
where we spend our time is an indication of our priorities? Why or why not? 

• How do you respond to the quote, “The ability to do what is right and just in this world is 
accompanied by the responsibility to do what is right and just. The gospel gives God’s people 
both.”? 

• What opportunities in our world do you see the Christian community having a responsibility to 
act upon?  

• What opportunities in your life do you see the responsibility to act upon?  

• How do you process the idea that responsible Christian living was never promised, nor intended 
to be risk-free in this life?  

• How does this clash with the “cushy Christianity” so often pursued in the USA? 

• Talk about this quote, “Because the gospel removes eternal risk, Christ calls us to confident 
temporal risk.” 
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