
This week marks the end of 2017 and the beginning of a new year with all of its busyness and demands. 
Whether you are a student, a single, a spouse, a parent, or a grandparent, it’s easy to let the upcoming 
schedules, commitments, and activities make you scratch your head and ask, “How will this work”? 
 
Many times, clarity comes when we stop long enough to evaluate where we have been, reflect on where 
we are, and focus on what’s ahead. Just like an athlete gets prepared for an upcoming game, we need to 
get our minds in gear for what’s ahead in our lives. This morning, we’ll examine four principles from 
Philippians 3:4-13. I hope these principles can help us all begin 2018 with our minds focused on what’s 
ahead. 
 

Get Your Head In The Game 
Philippians 3:4-13 

 
1. Tough - minded about your priorities. - If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6  as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless. 7  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8  
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9  and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. (vv.4-9) 
 

• It’s interesting how clear our priorities become when they are based on their eternal value  
 
 
2. Single - minded about your purpose. - I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11  and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. (vv.10-11) 
 

• Knowing Christ is all-inclusive: It is to know Him in moments of amazing joy, ____ to know Him in 
times of staggering pain.  

 
 
3. Closed - minded about your past. -  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been 
made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, (vv.12-13) 
 

• We don’t camp out at the moments of greatest joy or pain. We learn from them, grow through 
them, and move past them. 

 
 
4. Open - minded about the present. - I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.(v.14) 
 

• You can't go back and make a new beginning but you can start over and make a new ending. 

• "Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. And today? Today is a gift. That's why we call it the 
present."- Babatunde Olatunji 

 
Questions To Dig Deeper 
 

• Does my schedule reflect my priorities? 



• If so, are these priorities pleasing to God and helpful to my friends, family and myself? 

• Are my priorities consistent with God’s purpose for my life? 

• How does my past affect my present outlook on life? Is this healthy? 

• If today, life could change for the better in these areas, what would be different? 
 
 
 

 


