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Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve explored what the scriptures have to say about vocation, as well 
as where and how to look for the opportunities God gives us to serve. It can all be summed up in a 
quote from one of my favorite authors, Frederick Buechner, “The place God calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
 
Today’s message examines that intersection. The Scripture passage describes a real-life example from 
the life of Jesus and the experience of his first disciples of what engaging in ministry involves. What 
does it involve for us? The very same four postures. 
 
This is where the rubber meets the road, or more accurately, where the sandals meet the sand. It’s the 
practical application of engaging in ministry.  
 

1. Being connected and prepared. - When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by 

boat privately to a solitary place. – Matthew 14: 13 
 
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he prayed. - Mark 1:35 
 

• Even the Son of God took time to connect with the Father. Even Jesus kept himself prepared. 

• Along with talent, character, humility, and ongoing development. 
 

2. Being flexible and response-able. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their 
sick. 
 
36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: 
“Everyone is looking for you! – Mark 1:36-37 
 

• The call to action rarely comes at convenient or stable times. This is all happening as Jesus has 
just learned his cousin, John the Baptist has been executed because of an unjust and ridiculous 
situation. 

• Very often the interruption or the inconvenience IS the opportunity. 
 

3. Being teachable and available 15  As evening approached, the disciples came to him and 

said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the 
villages and buy themselves some food." 16  Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give 
them something to eat." 17  "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered. 
 

• The opportunity often will not look like the same as before or how it will look next time.  



• The miracle didn’t exclude the disciples, it created the opportunity for engagement. God’s work 
opens the way for yours. 

 

4. Doing what you can to do as God does what God can do. 18  "Bring them here 

to me," he said. 
 

• Drama begins…no one is arguing the need” – we are great at pointing out problems, but slow to 
engage in solutions. 

• I can’t do that” - “We don’t have what it takes to accomplish what you’ve asked us to do”. 
o Moses, Joshua, Mary 

• The scriptures are full of stories of God calling ordinary people to do extraordinary things. 

• There will always be a reason, a fear, a hurt, an insecurity, a limitation, or other some excuse to 
turn away. God calls anyway. 

 
Did it ever occur to you that you aren’t in this alone…it’s not about you, it’s about how I bless you to 
serve others. 
 
Bring me what you have…Bring me your potential, your capacity, all you have - Let me touch what you 
think is not enough. 
 
19  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples,  
 

• You are still a pivotal part of this…you are still involved. 

• If you were one of the disciples, what would you be thinking right about now? What are you 
gonna do? 
 

20  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 
were left over. 21  The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 
Here is a principal, a dynamic that God has used to accomplish what he has accomplished for 
thousands of years through people ... The Disciples took what they had. They did with what they had 
the only thing they could do. Jesus intervened and did what only he could do and something beyond 
their capability happened. 
 

• Disciples engage by doing what they know to do, while Jesus does what only he can do. 
 
YOU – This is how you got here…Somebody engaged. They added availability to God onto their ability 
from God, and God used that skill to change your life. 
 
Children and youth – John 6:8-9  You give what you have too! Don’t buy the lie that you’re too young 
to make a difference. Adults, do not postpone what these kids can give today!!!  



 
Are you willing to make your abilities available to God? 

Are you ready to see what happens when you do what you do, and God does what God can do? 
 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Discuss this quote used in the sermon, “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” How can this principle help you clarify what God 
might be leading you to engage in? 

• Discuss the “inconvenience” of this opportunity for ministry? How do you respond to Kevin’s 
quote that “the interruption is often the opportunity”? 

• What do you think about Jesus saying to his disciples, “YOU give them something to eat.”? 

• How did someone, who was doing their “thing”, help you get to where you are now? 

• What would you say is your “thing?” How could you imagine that thing being used to serve? 

• What limitations, fears, uncertainties, insecurities, doubts, hurts, or other excuses are standing 
between your availability and Jesus’ ability? 

• So, why not step forward and do your thing? 


