
All Hands on Deck: Worship -  PSALM 95 

"The true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks." (John 4:23) 

“Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by his 

holiness, nourishment of mind by his truth, purifying of imagination by his beauty, opening of 

the heart to his love, submission of will to his purpose. All this gathered up in adoration, is the 

greatest expression of which we are capable.”– Archbishop William Temple 

What elements might be important to God about worship?  

1. The Importance of Community: “We” over “Me”. 1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him with music and song…6 Come, let us bow down in worship,  let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 7 for he is our God and we are the people of his 
pasture, the flock under his care. 

• Worship is a group effort. A family affair. A community event. A team sport. God has 
called his people to come together in his name and worship together, with one heart 
and one mind. 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord." - Psalm 122:1 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. - Hebrews 10:24-25 

• The primary purpose for being here is not to benefit just you or just me, but that 
together we should give glory to God.  

2. The importance of participation: Getting into worship over getting through worship. Let 
us sing for joy. Let us shout aloud. Let us bow down. Let us kneel. 

• Clap your hands all ye people.- Psalm 47:1 

• I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. - Psalm 63:4 

•  “We are physical beings.” He says that “whatever you do with your body affects your 
soul.” – C.S. Lewis: The Screwtape Letters 

• Worship is not a spectator sport. It's not something that you watch people do. You 
get involved. You participate. 



3. The importance of Attitude: My outlook affects my uplook. 3  For the LORD is the great 
God, the great King above all gods.4  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the 
mountain peaks belong to him.5  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry 
land.6  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7  for he 
is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.- Psalm 95:3-7 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” – Romans 
12:1 

• True and proper worship goes beyond Sunday. It is therefore, important that we see 
ourselves as “deployed worshippers” rather than “being dismissed from worship.” 

Bring and attitude of Humility:   

• I will not make my preference your principle. 

 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How do you define worship? What elements are important to you? 

• Do you agree that worship is a community affair? How do you process this biblical 
teaching in light of the pervasive individualism in our culture? 

• In what ways do you participate in worship? With the variety of ways the Psalm 
describes participation, why do we tend to favor some expressions over others? 

• Discuss worship as a living expression of faith beyond music and sermon at church. 
Why is it important that we see ourselves as “deployed worshippers” rather than 
“being dismissed from worship”? 

• Discuss why attitude just might be the most important thing you bring to worship. 
How would your worship experience be different if your attitude changed? 

• How do you respond to the findings at the University of Montreal on how our 
musical preferences form? How could this information help you develop a different 
attitude toward styles of music or other worship elements outside your preferences? 
Primarily, how could the findings help us avoid making principles out of preferences? 

• What was the most important thing you learned about worship today?  

• There is a lot more in this week’s Calvary AfterParty Podcast. We will dig deeper into 
the attitudes required for worship. Don’t miss it!  

 


