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This has been a weekend of tragedy. The violent death of so many of our neighbors in El Paso 

brought an outpouring of both love and grief. While the show of solidarity and support is truly 

moving, the reason for it makes us ask, why? 

I don’t know why… The issue of senseless violence and suffering is one people have struggled 

with since Cain raised his hand to murder his brother, Abel.  

As people of faith, how do we process and respond to such tragedy? 

In the Gospels of John 9 and Luke 13, the reality of suffering becomes the central conversation 

for Jesus as he’s confronted with suffering from a physical tragedy, an act of horrible violence, 

and a natural disaster. In these passages, Jesus shows us how to respond with wisdom, truth, 

compassion, and presence. 

1. Take and give time to mourn. - How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or 

cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why 

do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 

conflict abounds. 4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem 

in the righteous, so that justice is perverted. _ Habakkuk 1:2-4 

Lament – Full and passionate expression of grief or sorrow. 

“Lament in the Bible is a liturgical response to the reality of suffering and engages God in the 

context of pain and trouble. The hope of lament is that God would respond to human suffering 

that is wholeheartedly communicated through lament ... The absence of lament in American 

church results in the loss of memory. We forget the necessity of lamenting over suffering and 

pain. We forget the reality of suffering and pain.”- Dr. Soon-Chan Rah 

• Sit in the pain with the hurting and with God. 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Re-think our assumptions. As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2  His disciples 

asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3  "Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might 

be displayed in his life. – John 9:1-3 

• Assumptions about cause. - This was the teaching of the day. Defects, maladies, 

disabilities were seen as a sign of judgment for sin.  It was a mark of rejection. This kept 

religious people distant and disengaged. Avoid speculating, accusing, touting policies, 

and making irresponsible political and theological proclamations. These distance 

between ourselves and the people in pain. 

 

• Assumptions about people. 

o Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you 

think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because 

they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! – Luke 13:1-3 

▪ Violent attack on a worshipping crowd. 

 

o Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think 

they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! - 

Luke 13:4-5 

▪ Natural Disaster – still not a reason to assume they knew God’s mind on the 

matter. 

o Jesus is stressing that the real fact of life we must face is our mortality, not the 

timing of death  

 

• Assumptions about God 

o In his book, "Night," holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, writes about his experience 

of being forced to attend the hanging of a child at Auschwitz. Unlike the adults 

hanged beside him, the boy wasn't heavy enough for the noose to break his neck. 

For more than 30 minutes, the child gasped for air, slowly suffocating as Wiesel 

and the rest were forced to watch. During the ordeal, Wiesel writes, “Someone 

cried out, ‘For God’s sake, where is God?’” 

 

• In the 23rd Psalm the Psalmist changes from the third person (he makes me lie down…) 

to the second person (your rod and staff…). 

 



• God’s response to human suffering is to be present in the midst of it. Through his son, 

Jesus touched the sores of lepers, he laid down between two thieves, he came into our 

world…the mess of it. 

 

o The cross does not tell us what the answer to the problem of evil and suffering is. 

Instead, the cross shows us what the answer is not. It is not that God doesn’t love 

us, it is not that God doesn’t care, and it is not that God isn’t doing something 

about it. He plunged himself into our suffering in order to endure it and to make a 

way end it for all. 

 

• Where is God in the midst of suffering? In the midst of the suffering. Where is it our 

mission to be? 

3. Remember our mission. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. 

Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

• The best response is presence… it is precisely how God responded to human 

brokenness, tragedy, and suffering. 

• What Jesus demonstrates here is the opportunity given to all of us to become engaged 

by bringing the light of grace to the darkness of a hurting world.  

 

• There is and always will be a human component to suffering. The freedom we have to 

make decisions opens the possibility for suffering to occur. The freedom to love makes it 

possible to choose hate, and many do. Human decisions can cause, create, or alleviate 

suffering. But our freedom to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be his light in the 

darkness can be the source of healing and the direction for grief and grace to be 

expressed.  

  

• You and I are here, in this world, at this time…it’s not an accident. You are part of the 

hope this world needs. Be where you can to do what you can. 

 

o Tweets: I wish Jesus would come back… And who knows but that you have come 

to your royal position for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 

  



4. Rebuild our faith. 6  Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 

and put it on the man's eyes. 7  "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word 

means Sent). 

• To spit on someone was the greatest insult. It can seem that what God is taking us 

through is difficult, unfair, even insulting…hang on. 

• God often uses the very material of this broken world to give back our hope.  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 

of all comfort, 4  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5  For just as the sufferings of 

Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. – 2 Corinthians 

1:3-5 

• We want God to free us from suffering, and then we’ll follow. 

• Faith calls us to trust in who God is, not simply to trust because of what is done for us  

• Faith doesn’t simply come to console us or offer convenience. Faith calls us to trust and 

obedience. 

• Go, and trust me that hope is waiting for you.  

5. Restore our hope. So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

• Jesus restores much more than his sight – courage, dignity, trust. Things he thought he 

lost long ago. 

• The man could see more than the physical world around him, he now saw his place, 

purpose and calling within the world. His eyes were open, but his transformed life gave 

him vision. 

We are never given hope, grace, mercy and restoration without being called to become a 

channel of hope, mercy, grace and restoration to others. Before sending you out to be a 

healing presence, Jesus calls you to him for healing. 

Now go in the peace of Christ and be the presence of hope… 


