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Over time, many holidays develop rituals and routines that differ from what they were founded to 
commemorate. Easter is a prime example. Easter is not about bunnies and peeps, and it’s not even about 
religion. In fact, empty Religion is one of the ways Easter has departed from its foundation in an empty tomb. 
 
Religion is based on the idea that rituals, disciplines, prayers, or other actions performed by humans can create 
a right standing with God. But the resurrection of Jesus validates the good news that humanity’s right standing 
with God comes through the work of Jesus on our behalf. His work opens the way to a relationship with God. 
Prayers, rituals, disciplines, and the like are not the cause of this relationship. They are expressions of devotion 
and gratitude to Jesus for what he has done to make us right with God.   
 
This series explores how religion alone falls short of the peace and hope that only come in a relationship with 
Christ. Today we’ll begin with the idea that Easter is not about religion. It’s about resurrection and relationship.  
 

How do Jesus’ resurrection and offer of relationship affect the world; then and now? 
 

1. Jesus’ resurrection is an everyday, true-life, dusty, hands-on reality. - One day Peter and John were going 
up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in the afternoon. 2  Now a man crippled from birth was being 
carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the 
temple courts. 3  When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  

4  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5  So the man gave them his 
attention, expecting to get something from them. 6  Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I 
have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."  7  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him 
up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. – Acts 3:1-7 

• TEMPLE SLIDE - Time of day, locations, names ... The details reveal this is not a myth, parable, or 
fictionalized account. This was in walking distance to the event and was described in a way to be 
verified. 

8  He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and 
jumping, and praising God. 9  When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10  they recognized him 
as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder 
and amazement at what had happened to him. – Acts 3:8-10  

• Luke doesn’t tie this encounter to some unapproachable, unattainable place in the beyond, but to a 
dusty, crowded, place in real time, with real people in the real world.  

• Jesus' work is not in the realm of fantasy or imagination but in the world of the real and relatable. 

 

 

 

2. The resurrection is unsettling. - 11  While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were 
astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. 12  When Peter saw this, he 



said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or 
godliness we had made this man walk?  

13  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant (Messiah), Jesus. 
You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  

14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15  You killed the 
author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.  – Acts 3:11-15 

4:1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they 
were speaking to the people. 2  They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people 
and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. – Acts 4:1-2 

• Very little in OT about resurrection. Most Jews believed death was the end.   

• This interrupted their ritual prayer time…disturbed their peace (miracles, teaching). 

• “Jesus disturbs our peace before distributing his.” – Leonard Sweet 

 

3. The resurrection is personal. – You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 
though he had decided to let him go. 14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you. 15  You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are 
witnesses of this. Acts 3:14-15 

• They didn’t just believe something, they saw and experienced something. 

They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4  But many 
who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand. 5  The next day the 
rulers, elders, and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6  Annas, the high priest, was there, and so were 
Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family.- Acts 4:3-6 

• These were the very officials who called for Jesus’ crucifixion. 

7  They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name 
did you do this?" 8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them:  know this, you and all the people of 
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, 
that this man stands before you healed. – Acts 4:7-10 

• There had been many false Messiahs, they were picked off, killed, and their movement died with them. 
But Jesus is unique, he is the one, and only, he is the risen one, and only he has the power to defeat 
death, forgive sin, and offer grace, mercy hope. The only one able to promise abundant life here on 
earth, and everlasting life when we leave this life. 
 

• Easter is about an event that happened, and what happened has everything to do with what happens 
to you.  

 

 

4. The resurrection demands our attention and response. - He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has 
become the capstone. (Psalm 118:22) 12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 13  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and 



realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished, and they took note that these men 
had been with Jesus. 

• The same invitation Peter and John extended, is the same one extended to you. Not an invitation to 
agree with teachings, not an invitation to join a religion, this is an invitation to a relationship of grace 
with the resurrected Jesus. Easter is about resurrection and relationship, not religion. 
 

• "If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn't rise from the 
dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on which everything hangs is not 
whether or not you like his teaching but whether or not he rose from the dead." -Tim Keller 

 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Kevin described religion as “The idea that rituals, disciplines, prayers, or other actions  performed by 
humans can create a right standing with God." This is contrasted with the Gospel message that one's 
right standing with God comes through the work of Jesus on our behalf. What then is the purpose and 
place of prayers, rituals, and other devotional practices? 

• Luke’s writings here in Acts and in his gospel are meant to provide an account of Jesus' life and the life 
of the early church that could be investigated and verified. How do the details like location, time of day, 
and personal names help “ground” the resurrection of Jesus to real-life, and why is such a description of 
the resurrection’s impact so important? 

• The thought of resurrection, in general, was a disruptive message to the people in the story but, hearing 
of Jesus’ resurrection was downright disturbing. Discuss why God’s work of renewal, restoration, and 
redemption often begins with upheaval, disorientation, and disruption.  

• How do you respond to the way Peter calls out the people in such a personal way for their treatment of 
Jesus? It’s safe to assume not all of them were present at Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, so why are they 
being called to repent? Could Peter say the same about us today? How important is personal 
responsibility and accountability in how someone comes to believe and follow Jesus? 

• Discuss the quote by Tim Keller, "If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; 
if he didn't rise from the dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on which 
everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching but whether or not he rose from the 
dead."  

• Easter is about resurrection and relationship, not empty religion. Is the resurrection a relational 
reality for you, or just a religious figment?  


