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Living in University towns has always been appealing to me. Not everyone shares my 
enthusiasm for such a place. Over the years, I’ve commonly heard anxious prayer requests that 
the faith of a friend or loved one would remain strong or be rekindled due to the challenges 
posed in a college science class. Many people of faith perceive science to be one of the most 
dangerous threats to their faith. 

On the other hand, some scientists can portray people of faith as unintelligent, superstitious, 
and presenting a threat to scientific inquiry and advancement. Richard Dawkins even suggested 
that one cannot be an intelligent scientific thinker and hold to religious beliefs. In addition, the 
media often frames issues related to scientific inquiry in ways  that basically say, “Either you 
can be scientific and rational, or religious and irrational.” Bill Nye, the Science Guy’s new show 
started Friday in an effort to save the world from science deniers, which include some religious 
leaders. 

Science and faith are each a big deal, but are they as radically opposed as many believe? This 
message suggests that science and faith are not only complimentary, but, understood correctly 
are interdependent.   

“Science can purify religion from error and superstition, and religion can purify science from 
idolatry and false absolutes. The unprecedented opportunity we have today is for a common 
and interactive relationship in which each discipline retains its integrity and yet is radically open 
to the discoveries and insights of the other.” – Pope John Paul II 

The scriptures teach that we should pursue this relationship and seize this opportunity for 
both the Glory of God and for the good of our world. How? 

 

1. Be aware of the tendency to confuse “ism” with “ology” 

Philosophies typically end with “ism” – Existentialism, Naturalism, Idealism, Pragmatism, – 
Concerned with knowledge through conceptual analysis: The basic idea is that questions like 
'What is knowledge?', 'What is justice?', or 'What is truth?' can be answered solely on the basis 
of one's grasp of the relevant concepts. 

Fields of science Ology – Pursuit of knowledge from through empirical analysis; It is a way of 
gaining knowledge by means of direct and indirect observation or experience. 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.– Psalm 19:1 

“Declare, proclaim” – All the verbs used, imply looking at and beyond. Seeking to reflect the 
beauty of creation. The weight of God is expressed in creation. No two words are the same in 
describing the glory of God in creation.  

 



Our lives are responses to that proclamation: 

• It’s all chance/non-ordered. 

• There is a design, and order, pointing to a creator. 

Both are responses of faith - Each of us live based on our assumptions regarding God and the 
supernatural. This applies to scientists, philosophers, and theologians alike.  

When a scientific process is turned into an all-encompassing theory seeking to explain 
absolutely everything about how we feel, believe, think, and do as simply a product of blind, 
natural process – we are at that point no longer in the field of science (ology), but of philosophy 
(ism) 

• The problem arises when a philosophical statement is concealed in scientific disguise or 
theological disguise. 

 

How do some scientists do this? - By confusing the practice of science with the philosophy of  

Scientism, Naturalism, or Materialism. 

Science - activity encompassing the systematic study of the structure and behavior of the 

physical and natural world through observation and experiment. 

Scientism - the view that empirical science constitutes the most authoritative worldview or the 

most valuable part of human learning—to the exclusion of other viewpoints. Materialism - the 

doctrine that nothing exists except matter and its movements and modifications.  

Naturalism - everything arises from natural properties and causes, and supernatural or spiritual 

explanations are excluded or discounted. 

• “No supernatural cause for any natural phenomenon is possible.” – John Macquarrie 

This is not a scientific statement, but a philosophical statement – Claims to know what science 
doesn’t claim to know. Statement consistent with Naturalism. 

• Macquarrie perhaps means to suggest that the very practice of science requires that 
one reject the idea of God raising someone from the dead. This argument is like the 
drunk who insisted on looking for his lost car keys only under the streetlight on the 
grounds that the light was better there. In fact I would go one the better: It would insist 
that because the keys would be hard to find in the dark, they must be under the light.” – 
Alvin Plantiga 

 

 

 

How do some Christians do this? - By “creating” a conflict between scientific inquiry and 



scriptural integrity.  

Exploration of biblical material is not necessarily an attack on the Bible. If one’s view is unable 
to withstand investigation and critique, how strong is it really?   

“I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed us with sense, reason, 
and intellect has intended us to forgo their use.” - Galileo  

When someone suggests an additional requirement for faithfulness beyond what scripture 
already contains, are they not committing the same error as the serpent?  

• Don’t make an issue for which there is room for civil dispute between followers of Christ 
a litmus test for faithfulness to Christ or the Scriptures; especially when the Scriptures 
themselves do not. 

2. Be encouraged by those who are in the Kingdom and in the field. 2 Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. 3 They have no speech, they use no 
words; no sound is heard from them. 4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to 
the ends of the world. - Psalm 19:2-4 

Dawkins argues that one cannot be an intelligent scientific thinker and hold to religious beliefs.  

However, the late Harvard scientist, Stephen Jay Gould, also an atheist, observed, “Either half 
my colleagues are enormously stupid, or else science is fully compatible with conventional 
religious beliefs.” 

The sheer number of prominent scientists who publically affirm their faith in God and in the 
miraculous. Be encouraged and inspired by those who study “their voice” is saying. 

• Francis Collins – Appeared on the cover of TIME for heading the Human Genome 
Project, and is presently director of the National Institutes of Health. His book, The 
Science of Faith explains how it was science itself that led to his conversion to 
Christianity. 

• Sir John Polkinghorne, a top Quantum Physicist and ordained Anglican priest. Speaks 
frequently on relationship between science and faith. 

• William Phillips – won Nobel Prize in physics in 1997. Speaks of how faith and science 
are inextricable from each other. 

• Linda Godwin – Astronaut, explored space, committed Christian. Steve Nagel 

• Richard Carlson – Ph.D Physics, MDiv from Fuller, author of two books on the topic 

• Late Ian Barbour – Degree in physics from U of Chicago, Divinity from Yale (conflict, 
Independence, dialogue, integration) 

• Unapologetically pursuing both a mind for truth and a heart for God is not only possible, 
it is encouraged; and puts you in very good company. 

 

3. Be mindful of the focus and limits of science and faith. - For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 



seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. - 
Romans 1:20 

How are God’s qualities seen and what does that mean for creation? and How do we find out 
how those qualities are seen? 

• “Christian theology seeks truth and, like science, wants to offer a truthful understanding 
of the universe and all that occurs in that universe. But theology differs from science in 
the type of questions it addresses, questions that ask why rather than how of science. 
Hence, theology investigates important topics unavailable to scientific investigation, 
topics such as God, love, purpose, destiny, the eschaton, and life after death.” – Richard 
Carlson 

• “Science is also a limited enterprise, as science consciously self-limits to those questions 
that can be empirically investigated, questions that are appropriate for laboratory 
investigation or historical investigation.” – Richard Carlson 

• "Science can have a purifying effect on religion, freeing it from beliefs of a pre-scientific 
age and helping us to a truer conception of God. At the same time, I am far from 
believing that science will ever give us the answers to all our questions." -- Nevill Mott - 
English physicist, awarded Nobel Prize in 1977 

• “The great delusion of modernity is that the laws of science explain the universe for us. 
The laws of nature describe the universe, but they explain nothing.” – Ludwig 
Wittgenstein

4. Be willing to “go where no one has gone before,” or more accurately  (and less nerdy) go to 
where your heart and mind may never have gone before.  

Faith need not fear and fight science. Science need not fear and fight faith. They are allies, 
not enemies. You don't have to abandon one to grasp and grow in the other. 

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.” - Matthew 28:16-17 

They were constantly being stretched between the reasonable and the incredible. It was the 
willingness go beyond what they thought possible that made all the difference.   

• “Sometimes people ask if religion and science are not opposed to one another. They 
are: in the sense that the thumb and fingers of my hands are opposed to one another. It 
is an opposition by means of which anything can be grasped." – Sir William Bragg--
British physicist, chemist, and mathematician. Awarded Nobel Prize in 1915  

The ultimate end is a faith seeking understanding through a serious mind, a passionate heart, 
following hard after Jesus, who calls us to worship in spirit and in truth. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder and Sources to Search 

• In what ways have you experienced a conflict between science and faith? How have you 
understood or explained this conflict? 



• How do you respond to the idea that science and faith can be seen as complimentary to 
each other and even interdependent toward each other?  

• Discuss further the need to separate statements of science from statements of 
philosophy. How have you seen each side (scientists and people of faith) fail to do this?  

• What did you think of the way Christians confuse scientific inquiry with spiritual 
integrity?  

• Kevin specifically pointed out how Christians err when the age of the earth is made into 
an essential issue. How do you respond to this criticism? 

• Do the number of devout Christians involved in important fields of science encourage 
you? Why or why not? 

• Discuss how you understand the focus and limits of science and faith? Why are these 
distinctions important? How can this help facilitate a better relationship between 
science and faith? 

As Kevin mentioned, the Christian community is made up of people who all agree that God 
is our Creator, but who hold differing perspectives on how God carried out that creative 
work. For a well-informed survey of those perspectives, here are some resources: 
• Intelligent Design – The Discovery Institute: http://www.discovery.org/ 
• Young Earth Creation – Answers in Genesis: https://answersingenesis.org/ 
• Old Earth Creation - http://www.reasons.org/ 
• Theistic Evolution/Evolutionary Creation – Biologos Foundation: http://biologos.org/ 
• Tim Keller blog series – Creation, Evolution, and Christian Laypeople 
http://biologos.org/blogs/archive/series/creation-evolution-and-christian-laypeople 
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