
For God’s sake, where is God? 1 Peter 1:3-12, Ecclesiastes 9:2-10 
 
In his book, "Night," holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, writes about his experience of being forced to attend the 
hanging of a child at Auschwitz. Unlike the adults hanged beside him, the boy wasn't heavy enough for the noose 
to break his neck. For more than 30 minutes, the child gasped for air, slowly suffocating as Wiesel and the rest 
were forced to watch. During the ordeal, Wiesel writes, “Someone asked, ‘For God’s sake, where is God?’” 
 
We can all think of moments when that same question has been front and center: 

• On 9/11, as more than 3,000 people were killed in NYC, DC, and Pennsylvania. 

• In 2004 as 230,000 people lost their lives to natural forces in the Indonesian Tsunami. 

• In 2011 as 160 people were killed by a devastating tornado that leveled Joplin, MO in just 38 minutes. 

• In 2012 as 20 children and 6 staff were killed at Sandy hook elementary school in Newton, CT. 

• As 22 are dead and over 50 injured by a bomb detonated in a concert attended mostly by children and 
teens. 

 
For God's sake, where is God? 
 
With a 24 hour news cycle, reports of the suffering and evil in our world can be overwhelming. Such a feeling leads 
many to question or even abandon their faith in a God who promises to know and care for his creation. Others 
point to the presence of suffering as proof of God’s absence altogether. This is a very real and very formidable 
obstacle to faith, but not a new one. 
 
Even before the incarnation of Jesus, the question of God in a world of suffering was pondered by Epicurus (341-
270 BC): "Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then 
he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither able nor willing? Then why 
call him God?" 
 
While no single sermon could completely cover such a topic, or begin to alleviate the pain many of us have 
experienced, this Sunday's message does seek to explore how Christianity can address the very real and important 
problem of evil and suffering. We’ll look first at an approach I don’t believe helps at all, then three that can help a 
great deal. 
 
Your beliefs about God will not remove the problem of suffering.  
 
1. Faith in God does not shield us from the experience of suffering – In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. – 1 Peter 1:6 
 
Simply read Foxe’s Book of Martyr’s, or Silence by Shusako Endo 
 
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and 
Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 
promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; 
whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35Women 
received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that 
they might gain an even better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. - Hebrews 11:32-38  
 
“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you.” 1 Peter 4:12 



2. Faith in God shields from the despair of facing trials in vain and alone. - Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 
be revealed in the last time. – 1 Peter 1:3-5 
 
3. Abandoning faith in God does nothing to remove the problem of evil and suffering. – ... an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade... – 1 Peter 1:4 
 
Points to the temporary nature of what is valued in this life. Echoed from the Old Testament. Ecclesiastes 9 
 
2 All share a common destiny—the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad, the clean and the unclean, 
those who offer sacrifices and those who do not. As it is with the good, so with the sinful; as it is with those who 
take oaths, so with those who are afraid to take them. - Ecclesiastes 9:2 
 
Suffering and injustice are random and senseless realities. - He talks about the random general injustice in life. 
11 I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food 
come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned but time and chance happen to them all- Ecc 9:11 

Horrible, random, cruel, tragic, senseless things happen to anyone, anywhere, anytime. 

In movies, the good guys win and the bad guys lose, and that’s not how the world works under the sun. 

• How you live makes no difference in your vulnerability to suffering. 

Suffering and injustice are absolute. - He keeps going beyond the random injustice to the ultimate absolute 
injustice that happens to everyone: - 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have 
no further reward, and even their name (memory) is forgotten. 6 Their love, their hate and their jealousy have long 
since vanished; never again will they have a part in anything that happens under the sun.- Ecc 9:5 

This is deeper than good happens to bad and bad happens to good – this is true no matter how you live! Whether 
terrorist or victim ... all will vanish, even you’re memory. 

The most famous and infamous of us will vanish from all memory. Unmarked graves, unknown soldiers, 
unresolved.  

Awww, he’s just Eyore – there’s great times with friends, green chile, clothes, art, entertainment ... 

7 Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already approved what you 
do. 8 Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil. 9 Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, 
all the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is 
your lot in life and in your toilsome labor under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor 
wisdom  

• Neither distraction, nor despair are adequate responses to the problem of injustice and suffering in our 
world.  

All the great thinkers have tried to deal with this! They don’t tune it out! Why? Because it reveals a dissonance that 
demands resolution... 

 
 
 
 



4. No God? Suffering shouldn’t be a problem; yet it is. - He guides you to them but doesn’t give them to you – He 
plays the role of the skeptic in order to bring you to the ownership of your journey and the conclusions the journey 
takes you to. - 4Anyone who is among the living has hope—even a live dog is better off than a dead lion! 
 

Dogs – scavengers, lowest form. Lion-regal and noble. Better to be a dog (thief, murder, liar) and save your hide, 
than to be noble and dead.  Why? 

 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no further reward, and even their 
name (memory) is forgotten. 6 Their love, their hate and their jealousy have long since vanished; never again will 
they have a part in anything that happens under the sun. 
 
If this is all there is - you die you rot – we’re accidents – there can’t be a right and wrong 
 
Decisions of justice are made according to man’s standards. How does your standard supersede another’s? If there 
is no God, no higher divine law, how can we say that any historical event was unjust? If nature is all there is, 
there’s nothing more natural than violence. Survival of the fittest – suffering. 
 

• Everything is indeed permitted if God does not exist, and man is in consequence forlorn, for he cannot 
find anything to depend upon either within or outside himself. - Jean Paul Sartre 

 
The regimes responsible for killing the most people in the 20th century were all atheistic regimes. 1. Soviet Union, 
2.Maoist China 3. The Khmr Rouge. 90 million people. 
 
5. No faith in God actually makes the problem of suffering worse. - 3 This is the evil in everything that happens 
under the sun: - Hebrew force is outrage! 
 
Robert Adams, Yale, Oxford, Rutgers - While our theories of how we determine what is morally true will differ 
between believers and non-believers, our concept of what is and is not evil is largely shared between believers and 
non-believers alike. What do we mean when we say that something is evil? 

  

• When we say something is evil, we are offering a form of rejection, that “things ought not be this way.” - 
R. Douglas Geivett, - Talbot School of Theology 

 
Michael Ruse, Philosophy Professor at Florida State and author of Atheism: What Everyone Needs to Know. In a 
discussion on the problem of evil, Ruse argues pain and suffering are a pointless waste, but then goes on to say,  

• “but I don’t want this to be so. I don’t want an argument that convinces me that the death under the 
guillotine of Sophie Scholl (one of the leaders of the White Rose group opposed to the Nazis) or of Anne 
Frank in Bergen-Belsen ultimately contributes to the greater good.” 

 
There is a powerful contradiction in the heart of claiming to be a secular person. “I don’t believe in a God because 
of the presence of evil and injustice in the world, but if there is no God, on what do you base your outrage? 
 

• If your worldview has no basis for outrage, yet you’re outraged, your worldview is inadequate. 

• Evil and injustice in the world is a problem for belief, but It’s a bigger problem for unbelief. 
 

Rejecting God in order to understand evil and suffering will not help. Blaming God for evil and suffering will not 
help either. What will? It’s all in where you look. Christianity looks not to philosophy, not to blame, not to 

distraction, not to avoidance, not even to intellectual answers, but to a person named Jesus, suffering on a cross. 
 


