
What About Hell?-2. Luke 16:19-31 
 

Last week, we examined what Jesus was talking about when he talked about hell. He used vivid images 
and powerful stories to convey the reality of hell as a state and condition of being consumed by the 
sum total of one’s chosen opposition to the way, will, and grace of God. A freely chosen identity based 
on something else besides God, going on as long as one exists. 

 
What does Jesus’ teaching on hell help us understand? 

 
1. The condition of our soul. (see the notes from 7/9/17 )– Luke 16:19-26 
 
2. How to raise peace within yourself and the world. - Luke 16:24-30 
 
Rich man is astonishingly blind, and in denial, and filled with blame shifting 

• What he unleashed in life continues in death. An attempt to seize power, privilege, and 
control. 

o Still clinging to ethnic privilege – “Father Abraham” 
 

o Still clinging to superiority – Asks service from Lazarus. – “… send Lazarus to me”  “… 
send Lazarus to my family 
 

o Still indifferent to Lazarus” - Doesn’t ask to get out, but tries to get Lazarus in. - 24 So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
 

o Clings to an argument of ignorance - Insinuates that God didn’t give him enough 
information. - 27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 
for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place 
of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to 
them.’ 30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 
they will repent.’ 

 

• “The request for such a miracle is itself an indication of unbelief in the word of God given in the 
Scriptures.” – Arland Hultgren 
 

• “A man who admits no guilt can accept no forgiveness.”- Lewis 
 

• Volf – Croatian, witnessed violence resulting in cycles of vengeance and retaliation. “Cycle of 
retaliation is not fueled by a belief in a God of judgment, but is fueled by a lack of belief in a 
God of judgment. If God were not angry at injustice, that God would not be worthy of worship. 
The only means of prohibiting all recourse to violence by ourselves is to insist that judgment is 
legitimate only when it comes from God. A belief in non-violence requires a belief in divine 
vengeance.”   -Miroslav Volf 

 



“Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of you that chooses, 
into something a little different from what it was before. And taking your life as a whole, with all your 
innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing either into a heavenly 
creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony with God, and with other 
creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and with its 
fellow-creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is heaven: that is, it is joy and peace 
and knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and 
eternal loneliness. Each of us at each moment is progressing to the one state or the other.” 
 

• Understanding the reality of hell motivates each of us to examine the degree to which its 
flames are being raised within our own lives and released into the lives of others. In other 
words, does my life raise “heaven” or raise “hell”? 

 
 
3. The depths of God’s love - “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” - Luke 16:31 
 
Wants a miracle – Lazarus comes back and says – “There is a hell!” I better live a really good life so I 
don’t end up in such a bad place.  
 
Convinced – beyond rationality – persuaded by appeal. 
 
Fear of hell does not change the fundamental structure of the human heart. The hell-fire and 
brimstone approach does little more than throw gasoline on our already smoldering self-centeredness. 
By that approach, God becomes man's means to an end (self-preservation) rather than man's chief end 
(glory and joy in Christ).  
 

• Jesus points to what we are saved from in order to inspire faith, not fear. Fear of hell doesn't 
put out the fire, only love can do that. 

 
If I just had a naked miracle – someone rising from the dead. Didn’t Jesus do that?  
 

• In the long run the answer to all those who object to the doctrine of hell is itself a question: 
“What are you asking God to do?” To wipe out their past sins and, at all costs, to give them a 
fresh start, smoothing every difficulty and offering every miraculous help? But He has done so, 
on Calvary. To forgive them? They will not be forgiven. To leave them alone? Alas, I am afraid 
that is what He does. – C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 

 
You have to know why I died and rose – The whole story and how you are part of it. Moses and the 
prophets – Isaiah 53: 
 
What did it cost God to save you?  
  



“Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.”-  Isaiah 53:4-6 
 
Until I know how much he paid, I don’t know whether to shake his hand or fall on the ground and kiss 
his feet.- Martin Lloyd-Jones 
 
Unless you believe in hell, you will never understand how much Jesus loved you. All that hell is, he took 
upon himself for you! 
 

• “There are only two kinds of people in the end. Those who say to God ‘Thy will be done’ and 
those to whom God says, ‘Thy will be done.’” 

 
Do you have a fundamental core identity – a name - that is rooted in what God has done for you in 
Jesus? Based in what God thinks of you through Jesus, settled in how God sees you in Jesus? Anchored 
in the love and grace of Jesus. Based on what Christ so that you know who you and whose you are no 
matter what happens? Are you mindful of the how the realities of heaven and hell are unleashed in 
and through your life? Has the full measure of Christ’s love dawned on you? 
 
Jesus came not to bring judgment, but to bear judgment and to experience hell for his enemies. This 
was not some sadistic appeasement to satisfy an abusive God, but a supreme act of sacrifice that bore 
the consequences of sin on himself so that they would be bore away from us.  
 
It will equip you to understand your heart, live at peace, and grasp his love for you. Love so amazing, so 
divine.  
 
Will you turn from the hell of isolation and separation from the redeeming love of God and turn in 
repentance to the One who created you to experience his joy and peace for all eternity?  
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss how the Rich Man’s requests/demands in hell reveal the very attitudes and choices by 
which he is condemned.  

• In what ways do you resonate with the Rich man? Why? In what ways do you resonate with 
Lazarus? Why? 

• Discuss the quote, “The request for such a miracle is itself an indication of unbelief in the word 
of God given in the Scriptures.” 

• Themes of revenge, retaliation, and vengeance are very popular, and are even espouse by many 
Christians.  

• Is fear a healthy motivator for faith? Why or why not? 

• How has this message conformed, challenged, or changed your view of hell? 

• What have been the most important/meaningful things you’ve learned in this series?  



 


