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“The weakest faith in Jesus is more liberating than the strongest faith in anything else.” This is 
the statement that closed last week’s message. We learned that doubts are not the enemy of 
faith, but can be a doorway to faith. This is because Jesus calls us to trust not in our ability to 
generate faith in him, but in his ability to hold us and save us. 
 
What is the key to that kind of trust? What fills the gap in time between what Jesus promises 
and what we experience in real life?  
 
Hope. Hope is what sustains faith when doubts arise.  
 
Today’s passage contains several realities that show us how to practice the presence of hope in 
the face of doubt. 
 
1. God is not absent in the presence of doubt.  - 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you 
crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”– John 20:14-15 
 
Jesus’ closest followers were no strangers to doubt: 

• Jesus to disciples – are you leaving, too? – John 6 

• John Baptist – Are you the one or should we look for another? – Matthew 11:2 

• Mary – they have taken my Lord away 

• 19 Disciples were locked up, afraid, thinking they had grabbed the wrong branch. 
 
It is in the shadows of death and doubt that God’s presence is often near, but most easily 
overlooked. 

• Psalm 23 (3rd-2nd 

person) 

• John 1:10 world did 
not recognize him. 

• Centurion at 
crucifixion 

• Thief at crucifixion 

• Emmaus road 

• Resurrection 
fishing 

• In this scene 

 

• Hope is often hiding in plain sight.  
 
2. God’s response to our doubts is a personal call. - 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward 
him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
 
Jesus does not come to Mary and say, truth, believe, theology, doctrine, teaching ... he called her 
NAME. Person to person.  
 



• Jesus cannot be separated from his teachings. Aristotle and Socrates said to their disciples,” 
follow my teachings.”  

• Buddha said to his disciples, “Follow my meditations.” 

• Confucius said to his disciples, “Follow my sayings.” 

• Muhammad said to his disciples, “Follow my Noble Pillars.” 

• Jesus said to his disciples, “Follow ME.” 

• In every other religion, a follower can abide by all the teachings of the founder without having a 
relationship with the founder. Not so with Jesus Christ. 

 
3. God’s response to you is personal, but not just for you. 17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the 
news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. – John 20:16-18 
 

• “In loosening Mary’s hold on Him, Jesus was, in effect, saying this: ‘I know you desire to keep 
Me here, always present with you. But our relationship is about to change. I’m going away, and 
you will have the Comforter in My place.’” – Chuck Swindoll 

• We are never to be just consumers or containers of grace; we are channels, conduits, 
conductors, and carriers. What Christ gives us is intended to be given away. Hope is intended to 
be highly contagious. 

 
4. Doubt gives way to faith by way of hope. - Now faith is the substance (confidence/reality) of things 
hoped for; the evidence (persuasion-evidence from being tested) of things not seen. – Hebrews 11:1 
 

• “Faith … is the art of holding on to things your reason has once accepted, in spite of changing 
moods. “… that is why Faith is such a necessary virtue: unless you teach your moods ‘where 
they can get off,’ you will never be a sound Christian, but just a creature dithering to and fro, 
with its beliefs really dependent on the weather and the state of its digestion. Consequently, 
one must train the habit of Faith.” – C.S. Lewis 
 

• Hope finds its substance is what is real. And reality finds its possibility in hope.  
 

• Without hope, reality becomes an unbearable mechanism, a continual damnation, a source of 
fear and apprehension which cannot be appeased. One can never look at situations squarely in 
the face, yet one is always frustrated and blocked when one fails to do so. Hope produces the 
power whereby we are not conquered by this reality. – Jaques Ellul  

 
Matthew 14 – Jesus on water, Peter jumps out. Why did you doubt? The reality of the storm was 
greater than the reality of his promise to meet them on the other side of the lake. Peter had faith, but 
lost hope.  
 
Mary – The reality of Jesus’ death was greater than the reality of his promised resurrection. Mary had 
faith, but lost hope. 



Thomas would later refuse to believe unless or until he physically was able to touch Jesus. The reality 
of Jesus’ physical death was greater than the reality of his promised physical resurrection. Thomas had 
faith, but has lost hope. 
 
In each of these and in many other examples, Jesus’ response occurred in the midst of a real mess, real 
fear, real pain, and his response was not an answer, but an offer of hope. Hope is a confidence, an 
expectation, a dogged and stubborn belief in the fulfillment of a promise made. The anticipation of a 
promised arrival. 
 
The Village Clip – “He will come back” In the midst of real fear and genuine doubt, Ivy held fast to the 
hope of Lucius’ return. 
 
In the reality of the storm, in the grief, in the crunch, in the foul mood, in the shadow of doubt; where 
is your hope? 
 

• “Life, is full of tension begging to be resolved and a curse to be lifted. There is conflict — pain, 
suffering, injustice. We all sense it. We all know that some great rescue must be coming. And 
we haven’t yet seen it. Not yet. This is what the third act is all about: resolution. But not only 
resolution — restoration and reconciliation, the renewing of all things.” – Jeff Goins 

 

• Jesus is worthy of our faith because is alone is our hope.  
 
Questions to Ponder 

• How would you describe the relationship between faith and hope? In your own words, how 
would you describe the way hope sustains faith? 

• Why don’t you think Mary recognized Jesus at first? What about the disciples’ lack of 
recognition while fishing (John 21), and the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24)?  

• Why do we seem to have such a hard time recognizing the presence of Jesus in our times of 
disorientation and doubt? In what areas of life do you really need Jesus to show up? How would 
those areas be different if you knew Jesus was present? Pray that you become aware of his 
presence in that area.  

• Why is it significant that Jesus called Mary by name? 

• In what ways have you been tempted to separate the teachings of Jesus from the person of 
Jesus? How does Christianity make this impossible? 

• Discuss Kevin’s quote, “We are never to be just consumers or containers of grace; we are 
channels, conduits, conductors, and carriers. What Christ gives us is intended to be given 
away.” If this is true, why do so many Christians act like consumers and containers? 

• How would Calvary look different if everyone in your group each invested in and invited just 
one person? So, what’s keeping you? 

• What would “contagious hope” look like in your life? Your group? Our church? 

• How did the clip help visualize the power of hope? 

• How does Jesus Christ provide you with hope? 


