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We can't escape the fact that money is a source of stress in our lives (both positive stress and negative 
stress). While it’s often seen as a topic to be avoided in polite conversation or in church, the Bible is 
very open and direct about how to manage our finances. Except for his teaching on the Kingdom of 
God, Jesus talked more about money than any other topic. More than heaven and hell ... combined. 
Why? Because more than any other issue, money has a way of revealing the condition of our heart. 

This morning we’ll invest some time exploring five important questions to ask in order to apply Biblical 
principles to our financial lives. So, whether you have a little or a lot by our society's standards, we 
could all use God’s wisdom in order to handle our dollars with sense. Of course, Proverbs has plenty of 
wisdom to share! 

Wisdom helps you use your dollars with sense 

1. Where’s it going? Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; 
for riches do not endure forever. (Proverbs 27:23-24)  

• Keeping good financial records makes it possible for you to manage your money from a position 
of ___________.  - Every prudent man acts out of knowledge. Proverbs 13:16 

2. What’s the plan? - The plans of the diligent lead to profit, as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
(Proverbs 21:5) 

There is a direct link between the success that follows a plan and the failure that follows not having 
one. 

• Plan for the expected 

• Plan for the unexpected 

• Plan for generosity 

• Plan for tomorrow 
 

3. What’s being saved? He who gathers money little by little makes it grow. Proverbs 13:11 

• If you develop discipline in the area of savings, it will help you develop discipline in the areas of 
spending and giving.  

• Charles Duhigg’s Keystone habits – Saving and consumption – discipline, discernment,  

In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. Proverbs 
21:20 ..... The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets. Proverbs 
21:20 TLB 

 

 



4. What’s my debt? -  My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in 
pledge for another...then do this my son, to free yourself...Go and humble yourself; press your plea with 
your neighbor! Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. Free yourself, like a gazelle from 
the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.- Proverbs 6:1-5 

• View debt as a form of incarceration. The more you owe, the less freedom you have. 

5. What am I contributing?  

This may seem a first to be counter-intuitive. Why eliminate debt, keep track, save, manage, cut back 
... and then give? God’s people have always been called to generosity according to the measure by 
which they’ve been blessed. We have always been blessed in order to be a blessing to others. It is 
better to give than to receive. This is how God’s economy works. 

• God needs nothing from you. God wants something for you. –  
o then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.- 

Proverbs 3:10 
o Test me in this, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. Malachi 3:10 
o God blesses grace expressed through people because it is his greatest gift to people. 

 

• It takes money to do ministry.-  
o Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Honor the 

Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops. 
o Your giving keeps ministries going that liberate people spiritually, and it helps the poor 

and abandoned, which liberates people physically. When God’s grace liberates you, your 
giving becomes a way for God’s grace to liberate others. 

 

• Don’t confuse the amount with the attitude –  
o Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse 
o Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits ... 
o If the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according 

to what he does not have. - 2 Corinthians 8:12 
 
Don’t get caught up in the legalism of the percentage amount. See it as a guide to ever 
increasing joy in generosity. 
 
o When you are shaped by the grace of Jesus so much that you give sacrificially and 

joyfully, then your money becomes an expression of grace.  
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. – Matthew 6:19-21 



Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How much knowledge do you possess about your finances? Is this helping or hurting you? What 

would more knowledge do for you? 

• What steps will you take today to be in the know regarding your finances? 

• What’s your financial plan? Are you thinking ahead about expenses, emergencies, generosity, 

and your future?  

• Have you ever saved up for a purchase? How did that make you feel? How would you rate your 

current habit of saving? How much (or how much more) could you start putting back? How 

much money would this give you over a period of one year? 

• Do you agree that debt is a mild form of incarceration? Why or why not? How can this view 

help us limit and / or work to eliminate debt from our lives? 

• Why do you think it’s so difficult to apply the principle of affordability (if you can’t afford it, 

don’t buy it) to our lives? 

• What do you think of God’s promise that generosity reaps blessings? How have you seen this 

principle realized in your life? 

• How could the tithing principle help you begin or increase your giving? 

• What do you think of the three aspects of biblical giving: (God wants something for you, It takes 

money to do ministry, and don’t confuse the amount with the attitude)? 

• How does your current money management reflect wisdom and trust in Jesus? 

There are so many easily accessible resources for you to get started. Below are lists of online tools. 

• https://www.tomsguide.com/us/pictures-story/548-best-budget-expense-apps.html#s1 

• http://www.businessinsider.com/best-online-budget-apps-2017-6 

• https://www.forbes.com/sites/samanthasharf/2016/03/02/12-free-apps-to-track-your-

spending-and-how-to-pick-the-best-one-for-you/#738c76a85445 

Calvary is offering a financial health class on Sunday mornings this fall. See Bill Eastwood for details. 

Or you can just get a legal pad and a pen. 
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