
What about the Bible? – Part 2 
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As 
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are you 
discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, 
named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of 
Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the 
people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; - Luke 24:13-20 
 
Review – Trusting the Bible historically 
1. Documents were written and established too early to be legend, myth, or fable. 

• Article on Canonicity on Church Facebook page. 
 

2. The content is too counterproductive for the gospels to be legends.  

• Odessyus is lashed to the mast of his ship in a heroic feat to resist the song of the sirens. 
Our “hero” is nailed to a cross as a cursed, rejected, God-forsaken criminal.  

• “Traditions which would have been an embarrassment to the followers of Jesus in the 
post-Easter period are very unlikely to have been invented.”– Graham Stanton 

 
3. The literary form of the gospels is too detailed to be legend. 

• Jesus sleeps on a cushion in the stern of a boat. 

• Jesus doodles in the sand as he listens to charges made against the woman caught in 
adultery. 

• 153 fish are caught by Peter, John and the others the morning of Jesus resurrection; and 
Jesus cooks some of them. 

• Calendar days and times of day are provided. 

•  “I have been reading poems, romances, vision-literature, legends, myths, all my life. I 
know what they are like. I know that not one of them is like this.” - C.S. Lewis 

 
Ok, so there is historical validity. Just because the Bible is historically reliable doesn’t make it 
culturally acceptable. After all, the Bible condones some freaky cultural actions and attitudes 
toward families, females, slavery, and sexuality, right? 
 
II. You can trust the Scriptures Culturally 
The Bible records events, ideas, teachings, and other information many find culturally 
regressive or even offensive. 
 
 
 



1. Is it possible the scripture doesn’t actually teach what you assume it’s teaching? - they 
crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And 
what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.- Luke 24:20-21   
 
 What about the polygamy and primogeniture practiced by its “heroes?” 
 

• “While it is evident that some very important individuals (both reportedly godly and 
ungodly) in the history of Israel engaged in polygamy, the Old Testament clearly 
communicates that the practice of having multiple wives was a departure from God’s 
plan for marriage.”- Andreas J. Kostenberger 
 

Gen 2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh.” 
 
He said to them, “Have you not read that He Who made them in the first place made them man 
and woman? 5 It says, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will live 
with his wife. The two will become one.’ 6 So they are no longer two but one. Let no man divide 
what God has put together.” – Matthew 19:4-6 
 
Deuteronomy 17:15-17 “You may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will 
choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a 
foreigner over you, who is not your brother.  Only he must not acquire many horses for himself 
or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said 
to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’  And he shall not acquire many wives for 
himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.” 
 
Abel over Cain, Issac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Joseph over Judah, Ephraim over 
Manasseh, Moses over Aaron, Gideon over older siblings, David over his brothers, Solomon 
over older siblings...  
 

• Genesis records an “insistent pattern of reversal of primogeniture in all these stories.” – 
Robert Alter 

 
Two universally accepted institutions in the world of Genesis - polygamy, primogeniture. In 
every generation, polygamy wreaks havoc. In every generation, God favors the younger son 
over the older.  Genesis subverts, rather than supports these two entrenched institutions.  
 
 
 
 
 
What about the de-valuing attitudes and abuse toward women?- In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. – Luke 24:20-23 



 
Lot’s Daughters - Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7  and said, "No, 
my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. 8  Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with 
a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don't do 
anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof."- Genesis 19:6-8 

• The text never affirms Lot’s actions. The angels (God’s messengers) intervene to protect 
Lot’s daughters. The assailants were punished initially with blindness, and eventually 
with death. Why? Their disregard for human life and their desire to abuse, exploit, and 
violently harm others. 

 
Marry Your Rapist? - But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl pledged to be 
married and rapes her, only the man who has done this shall die. 26  Do nothing to the girl; she 
has committed no sin deserving death. This case is like that of someone who attacks and 
murders his neighbor… 28  If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married 
and rapes her and they are discovered, 29  he shall pay the girl's father fifty shekels of silver. He 
must marry the girl, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her as long as he lives.- 
Deuteronomy 22:25-29 
 

• Loss of virginity would have stigmatized and prevented a woman from marrying. This 
often left women abandoned, impoverished, and destitute. The law instead, secured a 
future for the woman. It made the man responsible for her, and for honoring her 
through marriage, and her family through the bridal dowry. The man could never 
divorce her. What appears sexist is actually a radical corrective measure against the 
cultural practices of exploitation and dehumanizing treatment of women at the hands of 
men.  

 
So how does the Bible establish the place and value of women? The LORD God said, "It is not 
good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him. “So the man gave names to 
all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable 
helper was found.- Genesis 2:18-20 
 

• Suitable: mirror, other, counterpart, companion, compliment. 

• Helper/Sustainer (Robert Alter): ezer – “help” is too weak because it infers an auxiliary 
function. The word is intended to describe the sustaining action of God toward another  

o All other references but one put God as the helper – David Lamb  
o Providing support for what is lacking in the one needing it – J.A. Motyer 

 
23  The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
'woman, ' for she was taken out of man."- Genesis 2:23 
 

• Not a naming, but a cry of delight, a recognition of completeness. “Naming” came after 
the fall. – Motyer 



• She is not a pawn, but a partner, not a flunky but a friend, not a slave but a soul mate – 
David Lamb 

 
Jesus defends a woman set up for an adultery charge 
Jesus breaks cultural and racial taboos by speaking to and being served by a Samaritan 
woman of ill-repute. 
Jesus welcomes Mary along with his male disciples as he taught. 
Jesus delivers the message of his resurrection first, to a group of women. 
 

• There is no basis in the text here for the assertion of female inferiority. Advocates of 
male superiority will have to find support from somewhere else. – J.A. Motyer  

 
2. Is it possible your cultural assumptions keep you from understanding the Bible?  
Confirmation bias - Slavery – you think of 17, 18, 19, century New World African slavery. 
 
Does the Bible condone slavery? How are you defining slavery? Murray Harris 

• Slaves were not distinguishable from anyone else by speech, race, or clothing. They 
were not segregated. 

• Slaves were often educated more than their owners and in many cases held high 
managerial positions. 

• Slaves made the same wages as free-laborers, usually earning enough to but their 
freedom 

• Very few people were slaves for life in the 1st century. Most expected to be manumitted 
after 10 years or by their late 30’s at the latest. 

 

• New world slavery was race-based and for life 

• Begun and resourced by kidnapping, which the Bible condemns in 1 Tim 9:1-11, Deut 
24:7 

 
While Paul discouraged 1st century slavery, Christians in the 17, 18, 19 century fought to abolish 
it since it could not be squared with Biblical teaching. Did Christians use scripture to defend? 
Yes, and they were twisting it to fit their cultural biases. 
 
Get over a “just the Bible” mentality. Jesus, the Apostles, and the Prophets went further. 
Christians should be the most informed, most aware, and most conversant people in culture. 
There is no excuse for ignorance. Study the Bible and then some. 
 

• Be willing to examine the lenses through which you reach an understanding of what the 
scripture teaches. 

 
3. Is it possible you are bothered by unexamined cultural sensibilities? - 25 He said to them, 
“How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the 
Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” – Luke 24:25-26 



 
Left – doesn’t want to hear sex stuff. Right – doesn’t want to hear money and gossip stuff. 
Neither want to hear political/historical stuff. We believe being challenged, made 
uncomfortable, is somehow unsafe and should be off the table. Is this even reasonable? Which 
of us has ever learned or grown apart from being stretched? 
 
Augustine – fallor ergo sum    
John Newton – I once was lost, but now I’m found.  
Sweet – Jesus disrupts our peace before distributing his 
 
Thought experiment: If the Bible really is the revelation of God, and not the product of any one 
culture, wouldn’t contradict each culture at some point? Therefore, if the Bible is inspired by 
God and not just the product of any one culture, wouldn’t it have to offend your cultural 
sensibilities at some point?  
 

• Maybe our problem with the Bible is not that it contradicts itself, but that it contradicts 
us. 

• Perhaps the conflict you have with the Bible is not a reason to assume it isn’t God’s 
Word, maybe it is evidence that it is! 

• If you let your range of beliefs sit in judgment on the Bible, you’ll miss out on all that the 
Spirit has to teach you, all that God can give you, and the personal relationship of grace 
that Jesus offers to you. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

• Kevin addressed several popular cultural hang-ups by revealing them to be far different 
than they are often portrayed. How do you respond to the idea that the Scriptures 
might not actually teach what one assumes they teach?  

• Which cultural “taboo” regarding family, females, slavery, and sexuality stood out most 
to you? Why? 

• Why do you think so many people (even Christians) assume the Bible promotes 
misogyny? 

• Talk about how one’s assumptions about slavery reveal how easy it can be to read the 
Bible through “Western eyes.”  

• Talk about some things not covered in today’s message that might reveal a “western-
eyes” bias in our reading of Scripture. 

• Why is the study of historical, cultural, and anthropological sources important to 
understand the message of the Bible in its original culture? Why is this important for 
understanding the message of the Bible for our present-day culture? 

• What do you think of Kevin’s challenge to study the Bible and then some? 

• Do you agree that Christians should be the most informed, most confident, and most 
conversant cultural observers of anyone? Why or why not? 



• Discuss the statement, “Perhaps the conflict you have with the Bible is not a reason to 
assume it isn’t God’s Word, maybe it is evidence that it is!” How does this statement  
challenge you, irritate you, or otherwise impact you? 

• Don’t forget, you can ask questions of your own in two ways; come to Kevin’s Q&A 
Wednesday at 6:00, or email Kevin – kevin@cbclascruces.org 
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