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In 1996, Lambrecht Chevrolet in Pierce, Neb., closed its doors with hundreds of cars left in 
stock. The owner, Ray Lambrecht, apparently had a thing against selling vehicles that weren't 
brand new, and would just put his leftovers and trade-ins in storage, where many of them have 
remained for decades -- some with under 10 miles on their odometers. 
 
But the 96-year-old Lambrecht finally decided to sell them off - over 500 of them. This past 
September, Pierce, Nebraska hosted an automobile auction that was, like many of its cars, one 
of a kind.  
 
Car slides 

• 1963 Chevrolet Impala two-door with 11 miles on it and the original plastic still covering 
the seats that sold for $97,500 

• A 1978 Chevrolet Corvette Indy Pace Car special edition with a 350 hp V8, four-speed 
automatic transmission and just 4 miles. 80K 

•  1958 Chevrolet Cameo pickup. Only 1.3 miles on the odometer and all original – 147K  
 
Why was this such a big deal? Because of the value of the original. We highly value what is 
unique. 
 

• “You were born an original, don’t die a copy.” – John Mason 

• "Be yourself; everyone else is already taken." – Oscar Wilde 
 
What God says about me: For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. – Psalm 139:13-14 
 

• I am unique and complex! 
 

• I was shaped for a purpose! 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works so that no one can boast. 
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
Elements of my unique SHAPE. 

 
Spiritual Gift "Each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that."  1 Cor. 
7:7 

• At least 20 listed in the Bible (next wk-detail) 
o -Every believer has at least one 
o -To be used to benefit others 



“A spiritual gift is an empowerment from God for God’s people through the Holy Spirit for 
the spiritual work of the church.” – Michael Bird 

• POINT:  Every time you do something well & you enjoy doing it - you are revealing your 
gifts! 

 
Heart 
“Heart”  includes - what motivates/interests/drives you - Some things you care about deeply 
Other “..couldn’t care less about! 
 
ASK:  What do I LOVE to do? What has my attention in my spare time? 
Where do inborn interests come from? 
 
Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to 
will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose – Philippians. 2:12-13 
 
Abilities 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.  1Cor. 12:4 
 

• Niche, wheelhouse, actual skill through which God powerfully works. 

• “The burden is to prove that their spiritual unity-in-diversity is crucial to a healthy body 
life because the whole body needs the whole cohort of gifts in order to be wholly 
effective … all are indispensable for the vitality of the body.” – Michael Bird: Evangelical 
Theology 

 
Personality 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds 
of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” - 1Cor. 12:5-6 

• Myers-Briggs, DISC, Enneagram, these are ways to find out how to tick, and 
how you relate to others. 

 
Experiences 
“3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” – 2 Cor. 1:3-4 
 

• Allow us to evaluate, learn, change, grow…and share that experience! 

• My shape is:. . . inter-related. . . Fixed. . . Irrepressible.  
 

Why is it important to understand my SHAPE? 
 
 
Central to our identity  

• Avengers – defined by their SHAPE. Iron man is not the Hulk, not Spider-Man – He is 
who he is through his shape. 



Central to our purpose. 

• Because of who he discovers he is, he discovers what he’s here to do. 

• "The two most important days in your life are the day you are born, and the day you 
find out why." 

 

10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
Questions to Ponder 
 

• Think about and discuss each letter of SHAPE. How does each letter apply to you? 
 

• How would you live differently if you really believed that God had intentionally designed 
you to impact others?  

 

• How do you respond to the idea that everyone is shaped to serve, not just people who 
work in churches? 

 

• Discuss this quote by coach Tony Dungy, “What would you attempt if you were fully 
convinced God was backing you?”  


