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These short letters cover some very important and urgent issues facing the recipients – and they 
have a great deal to teach us today. 2 John was a letter written by the Apostle John to churches in 
need of guidance.  
 
The problem? False teachers and false teachings were threatening the very foundations of the 
Christian faith because they were attacking the very nature of Jesus Christ. 
 

• Docetists – The Messiah was Divine, but only appeared to be human. 

• Cerinthians – Jesus was a normal man upon whom the Christ-Spirit descended at his 
baptism. Since the Christ could not suffer, the Christ-Spirit withdrew from Jesus before the 
crucifixion. Attributed to a man named Cerinthus. 

 
How serious did John take these false teachings and those who spread them? While at the public 
baths in Ephesus and learning Cerinthus was also there, John cried out, “Let us save ourselves; the 
bath house may fall down, for inside is Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth!” 
 
So how would John call faithful Christians to combat the false teachers, false teachings, and 
“enemies” of the truth? By walking in love and truth with Christ and each other.  
 
How do we go about living in a world of messages, temptations, and opportunities that seem to 
target the foundations of our own faith? The same way; by walking in love and truth with Christ and 
each other. What does that look like? 

1. Walking in truth and love is our purpose and responsibility. The elder, To the lady chosen by God 
and to her children, 

We are immediately met with the reality of election, something of a hot topic today. This doctrine is 
often misunderstood and misapplied by some that God elects some to salvation and excludes 
others. Such a belief is inconsistent with the redemptive arc of Scripture, and with the redemptive 
character of God. 

Election is not a means of exclusion, but a means of inclusion. Those called “elect” are chosen for a 
purpose, as Jesus teaches in John 15, This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples ... You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you.- John 15:8, 16 

What is this fruit? Compassion and conversion; if you bear fruit, you love people and lead people to 
Christ.  
“If the fruit is the out-cropping of the love of Christ in our lives for the nourishment and refreshment of 
others, then surely among the benefits received from that fruit would be conversion.” – John Piper 



 
"The biblical themes of covenant and election have been strangely misunderstood by some 
theologians, who have thought that if some are chosen, it means that others are left outside the scope 
of his grace. The truth is different: if some are chosen by God, it is in order that others through them 
may be brought within the scope of his grace. This was so with Israel among the nations; it is so with 
the church in the world.” – F.F. Bruce 

• Being chosen is about going, not gloating. 

2. Walking in truth is relational; we actually walk with the Truth. - whom I love in the truth—and 
not I only, but also all who know the truth— 2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with 
us forever: 

5x in 4 verses … important – think of truth as something, John reminds us – it’s someone. 

• “God is not an object to be examined or an equation to be solved. God is a person to be 
known.” – Leslie Newbign 

 
Truth is spoken here in strictly relational terms. Not an abstract or impersonal object.  
 
“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” – John 14:6 

 

• “The Greek word for ‘truth’ is literally ‘the state of not being hidden. To live ‘in truth’ is to 
come out of hiding FROM God, and to find one's only hiding place IN God.” – Leonard Sweet 
 

• Truth moves us from hiding out to hiding in. 

3. Walking in truth is both personal and communal. - To the lady chosen by God and to her 
children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth— 2 because of 
the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 
and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love. 4 It has given me great joy 
to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 

• Two relationships are assumed here. A personal relationship to truth, identified as Jesus, 
AND a public relationship of community in a local Body.  

 
John highlights both the personal and public aspects of what it means to walk in the truth. There is 
the personal and up close  “I love” as well as the corporate “all who know ... us” 
Lady – Referring to a group of believers.  Children – teknon – plural 
 
Why such an emphasis? Each individual believer would need the encouragement, fellowship, 
accountability, and collective wisdom of the faith community to walk in truth and love face the 
challenges and opportunities ahead of them.  
 



• "You cannot have God as your Father if you will not have the church as your mother." – 
Cyprian 

• Knowing Christ involves knowing his people. We are united to him. The language of husband 
(Christ) and bride (the church) dominates the pages of Scripture. Indeed, you cannot claim to 
love Christ and neglect his bride. 
 

4. If we lack love, we are not walking in truth.  And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new 
command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is 
love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his 
command is that you walk in love. 
 

• New – qualitatively – not a new qualification or new value, new identity. 

• Beginning – arche – to be first, first things - Going back to the start, back to milk, back to 
basics, back to foundation. 

• Ask – implore, to request from a position of strong footing. 
 
How would they combat the false teachers, false teachings, and “enemies” of the truth? Walking in 
love and truth with Christ and each other. 
 
Love is what matters. Love is not the optional extra to be added when everything else is sorted out. It 
is the thing that goes on round and round, like blood circulating in a healthy body, or to and fro, like 
good strong breathing. Breathe out: the command is to love one another; breathe in: love means 
keeping the commandment. 
 

• Love is the first quality of Christ-followers. 
 
What sort of LOVE?  Agape –Self-giving, self-sacrificing, self-emptying, self-less love is what agape 
love is about: Contrary to phileo and eros.  These love in order to take. These forms of love seek to 
love what is beautiful in order to make one beautiful in return. This is how we love, we love in order 
to take. 
 

• “But the love of God does not take, it gives. God does not seek out beautiful objects to love; 
God makes things beautiful because of his love. After all, the good news of the gospel is not that 
we are good, but that we are loved.” – Austin Fischer 

Instead, we need to proclaim the basic, essential, first and foremost truth of the gospel -- that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to love. It is expressed in his sacrificial death for our sins, and validated 
by his resurrection from the dead. He called us to not only live in love, but to take this message of 
love and new life to a world desperately searching for love. 
 
How do we start? Turn to Jesus. 
 



Passover Festival: Families brought household lamb – required to live with them at least 2 days. Head 
of house, in presence of family was asked: Do you love this lamb? 3x Priest had to be convinced or 
sacrifice was rejected. 
 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. - John 21:15-17  
 
Jesus’ perfect love is big enough to take our imperfect love and begin there; walking us in truth to 
perfect love. 
 
Questions To Ponder 
 

• If the problems in the churches were so serious, why do you think John offered such trite and 
cliché’ sounding solutions like love and truth? Why not other more aggressive tactics? 

• How do you understand the doctrine of election? Discuss the approach described in the quote by 
F.F. Bruce 

• Talk about the way truth is understood and described by John here. Why is the distinction between 
truth as abstract object and truth as personal subject an important one? 

• Discuss Leonard Sweet’s idea of truth as “coming out from hiding.” 

• 2 John assumes its readers prioritize local church community. How do you see your own 
understanding of the importance of local church involvement in light of the Scriptures? How does 
this square with today’s idea of “active church attendance” being only twice per month? 

• Why do you think John stresses community so strongly as a means of facing the challenges of false 
teaching? 

• Why do you think it’s so easy to move away from the “first” quality of love?  

• How do you see this move away from love in your own life? How do you see it around you? 

• Discuss Jesus’ and Peter’s conversation (recorded by John). How does it impact you to know that 
Jesus changed the type of love he was calling for in re-commissioning Peter? How can this 
encourage us to turn to Christ and call others to do the same? 

 


