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Why would a series on disabilities and the people who care for them be important?  
 
Because it’s significant.  - Sixty-one million (26%, one in 4) adults in the United States have 
some type of disability (CDC, 2018). Some are born with it, some acquire it by injury or illness, 
or they age into disability.  
 
Because it’s biblical. - It’s clear that it matters to God how we view and treat people, especially 
the extraordinary among us. 
 
Because it’s personal. - While it matters to God how we view and treat extraordinary people, it 
also matters to the people involved.  
 
This message examines three foundations on which we can build a compassionate and 
empowering posture to people impacted by disability; What they possess, why it matters, and 
how we respond. 
 
1. People with disabilities fully bear the image of God. - Then God said, “Let us make mankind 
in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. – Genesis 1:26-27 
 
Genesis 1’s form is closer to hymn than anything else – a song of creation. V 27 is the 
crescendo. God is singing creation into being as he declares what makes humanity the crown 
jewel of all creation. The Imago Dei. 
 
The Imago Dei is NOT: 

• Our rational faculties.  
o Does diminished cognitive reason reveal a diminished Imago Dei? If one’s 

disability removes any rational capacity, has the Imago Dei been removed? 
 

• Our Relationality  
o Some are more relationally adept than others. Does this make them more in the 

Imago Dei than those whose relational capacity is diminished? 
 

• Dominion over Creation  
o Dominion is a consequence of the Imago Dei, not a cause of it. 

 
 



The Imago Dei IS: 
• A Royal status or decree  

o Genesis declares that ALL human beings bear royal status in God’s eyes. We are all 
of royal value in the eyes of our Creator. We are his children, his heirs.  

 
2. The life and dignity of people with disabilities matters to God and should matter to us. - He 
answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered 
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he 
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him and went away, leaving him half dead ...  
 
The man was injured into disability by the violence of the robbers. Jesus’ parable insisted that 
he be given mercy, compassion, dignity, and assistance by those able to do so, regardless of 
ethnic, cultural, economic, religious, or other barriers.  
 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” – Luke 10:27-30, 36 
 

• If all humans, irrespective of ability, are created in the image of God, it means that 
disabled lives are worth living, valuing, honoring, and protecting. 

 
3. Ministry to the disabled is more than being friendly.  - Colossians 1 – Reconciled to Christ, 
the image of God. 2 Corinthians 3:18 - And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory. Romans 8 – Those 
called to Christ are being conformed to his image. 

 
• Since God intends to conform all his people to the image of Christ, this must include the 

disabled. 
 
Why is ministry to people with disabilities so important? The Gospel compels us to treat people 
with disabilities according to the royal status they bear in God's image, the dignity they are due, 
and to recognize the blessings of ministry given and received by the Body of Christ.   
 
Questions to Ponder 

• What is your experience with the disabled? 

• What are the struggles you, or someone you know faces in this area? 
• How do you respond to the definition of the image of God? How does this simplify and 

clarify what our posture should be toward the disabled? 
• How does the image of God in all humans apply to other issues like euthanasia, assisted 

suicide, immigration, abortion, gender equality, racism, etc.? 



• Describe what it could look like for Calvary to be more than simply welcoming and 
friendly to people with disabilities, but to strive to disciple and be discipled by people 
with disabilities? 

• How do you respond to the idea that Christ gave himself over to disability so that we 
would be enabled to stand in his grace? 

• What did you learn today that will change how you see and value people with 
disabilities? 

 
Below is a list of resources 

• Infographic - https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-
impacts-all.html 

• Wondrously Wounded, by Brian Bock 
• Disability and the Way of Jesus, by Bethany McKinney Fox 

• Vulnerable Communion: A Theology of Disability and Hospitality, by Thomas E. Reynolds 

• Welcoming Children with Special Needs: Empowering Christian Special Education 
through Purpose, Policies, and Procedures, by Julie Lane & Quentin Kinnison 

• The Bible, Disability, and the Church: A New Vision of the People of God, by Amos Young 
• The Bible and Disability: A Commentary, Sarah J. Melcher (Editor), Mikeal C. Parsons 

(Editor), Amos Yong  (Editor) 

• Disability, Faith, and the Church: Inclusion and Accommodation in Contemporary 
Congregations, by Courtney Wilder 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html

