
Can We Take God at His Word? Luke 1:1-4, 24:13-32 
 
One of the biggest obstacles to Christianity is the Bible itself. The object of criticism, ridicule, 
and dismissal, the Bible is seen by many as an outdated, unreliable, and culturally backward 
collection of ancient legends. Others make the Bible the subject of scandal, conspiracy, and 
political power plays. Just watch the various programs aired on the Discovery Channel, History 
Channel, or the National Geographic Channel, and you’ll be exposed to theories that often 
make even committed Christians question the Scriptures. Popular culture often casts the Bible 
as a character in a story with twists, turns, and many secrets to hide. The novel and film, The 
DaVinci Code created havoc as fiction was treated as historical fact, having many still believing 
that Jesus’ divinity and the Bible’s authority were decided by a narrow “vote” among bickering, 
power-hungry religious politicians.  
 
My conversations over the past year have included these thoughts: 
 

“Kevin, the accounts of Jesus’ life were created and fabricated by the political winners. 
They suppressed the evidence of the historical Jesus’ role as a prophet or teacher. Much 
later, fabricated stories about him doing miracles and claiming to be Divine were added 
to the documents in order to consolidate power and political advantage?” 
 

I want to suggest that there is a great deal of misunderstanding, misrepresentation, and a 
whole lot of misinformation about the Bible that unnecessarily leads to the conclusions above. 
In this message, I want to suggest that you can confidently trust the Bible historically, culturally, 
and personally. You can take God at his Word. 
 
I. You can trust the Scriptures historically. 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the  things that have been fulfilled 
among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything  from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have 
been taught. – Luke 1:1-4  
 
Daniel Wallace - 5,700 greek manuscripts, more than 10,000 Latin. More than 1 million in 
quotations from early church leaders. There is an “embarrassment of riches” that New 
Testament scholars have to work with. 
 
Limit the scope of our discussion to the accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry. There is plenty of 
evidence for reliability of OT and other NT documents, but only so much time. The Bibliography 
lists resources to explore further. 
 
 
 
1. The timing is too early for the gospels to be legends.  



 
Luke is writing based on accounts from people who were still alive. 
 

• 18th and 19th century scholars approached text assuming that accounts of miraculous 
were added later. However, manuscript evidence from the last century has led to even 
the most critical scholars to conclude that the gospels were written 40-60 years after 
Jesus’ death: much sooner than previous scholars had speculated. This would account 
for the availability of eyewitnesses for Luke’s research, and account for Paul’s 
encouragement for readers and hearers to seek them out. 

 
Paul writes just 15-25 years after the events of Jesus’ life and does the same.  
 
 1 Corinthians: around 57 A.D. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the 
Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, – 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 
 
What about the claim that Jesus’ later followers and the church “invented” his status as being 
worshipped as God. 
 
Philippians: between 59-62 A.D. Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage;7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking 
the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as 
a man he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore 
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. - 
Philippians 2:6-11 
 
“Everyone agrees that lyrical, quasi-credal, exalted language is used in these verses.” – Lynn 
Cohick 
 
What about the claim that the books of the New Testament were compiled later in history 
and were highly disputed? 

 
2 Peter: About 64 A.D. - About Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as 
our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same 
way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other 

Scriptures, to their own destruction - 2 Peter 3:15,16. 
 
The first steps in the formation of a canon of authoritative Christian books, worthy to stand 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2peter/3/15/s_1159015
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2peter/3/16/s_1159016


beside the Old Testament canon, which was the Bible of our Lord and His apostles, appear to 
have been taken about the beginning of the second century (early 100’s A.D), when there is 
evidence for the circulation of two collections of Christian writings in the Church. - F.F. Bruce, 
The Canon of the NT 
 
The claim by many that the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) “determined” the canon and that it was 
by a narrow margin is simply false. They met to recognize an already established collection and 
that recognition, not did they “invent” the divinity of Jesus, but met to clarify “how” Jesus’ 
divinity was to be understood.   
 
What about the claim that Jesus’ followers destroyed, hid, or corrupted texts that showed 
him to be just a  teacher and that the Gnostic gospels reveal his true identity?  
 

• The Gospel of Thomas can be dated to 175 AD at the earliest, more than 100 years after 
the time the canonical gospels were recognized as authoritative and in widespread 
circulation.” – N.T. Wright 

  
• “The Gospel of Thomas, seems to have come from a period after the New Testament 

books were already recognized as authoritative and widely circulated. All other major 
gnostic texts—like the Gospel of Truth, the Gospel of Philip, the Gospel of the Hebrews, 
the Gospel of Mary, and so on—are clearly written in the second and third centuries.” – 
Ben Witherington III – see Bibliography for great article. 

 
• Jesus’ claims to be God, his followers worship him as God from the beginning, and the 

accounts of his living, dying, and rising are simply too close to the actual date of 
occurrence, and too easily disproved by living critics for them to have been legendary 
fabrications.  

 
2. The content is too counterproductive for the gospels to be legends.  
If you wanted to fabricate a movement for reasons of power, you would never include such 
unflattering and embarrassing things like: 

• Rejected and run out of his home town. 
• Records him being seen as “out of his mind” by his family. 
• Traumatized and praying to get out of the crucifixion. 
• Being betrayed and deserted by closest followers. 
• Founder of a movement is crucified … seen as a curse. 
• Jesus screams in abandonment in his last moments. 
• The disciples are routinely shown to be petty, jealous, shallow, dim-witted, cowardly 

jerks. 
• The first reporters of the resurrection were women. – Could not testify, seen as 

unreliable 
 

• “Traditions which would have been an embarrassment to the followers of Jesus in the 
post-Easter period are very unlikely to have been invented.”– Graham Stanton 



• Far from being documents intended to cozy up to the Greco-Roman political powers, 
the gospels were counter-cultural in their positive view of material creation and their 
emphasis on the poor and oppressed.  

 
3. The literary form of the gospels is too detailed to be legend.  

• Jesus sleeps on a cushion in the stern of a boat. 
• Jesus doodles in the sand as he listens to charges made against the woman caught in 

adultery. 
• 153 fish are caught by Peter, John and the others the morning of Jesus resurrection; and 

Jesus cooks some of them. 
• Calendar days and times of day are provided. 

 
These details were retained in eyewitness memory. Selective – fixating on unique and 
consequential events, it retains irrelevant detail, and takes the limited vantage point of a 
participant, not an omniscient narrator. – Richard Baukham 
 
The gospels, however, bear very distinctive the marks not of legend, myth, epic, novel, or 
another type of ancient fiction, but of something entirely different.  
 

•  “I have been reading poems, romances, vision-literature, legends, myths, all my life. I 
know what they are like. I know that not one of them is like this.” - C.S. Lewis 

 
• “The gospel writers consistently go beyond documentary impulse to record the bare 

historical facts. They want us to experience the events.”  - Leland Ryken 
 
• Reynolds Price, was English prof at Duke: The Three Gospels - Modern novels use fiction, 

ancient fiction does not. “Hovering just at the edge of each event, or caught in its center 
is the powerful sense of a pair of human eyes, so fixed in rapt attention as to vanish 
from our reading minds and leave us face-to-face with the act itself.” – Reynolds Price 

Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss some of the objections you have heard toward the Bible. How did today’s 
message address them? If it didn’t, remember that we’ll have part 2 next week! 

• What parts of this message consisted of new information for you? 

• Discuss Kevin’s statement, “Your evidence is only as good as the relationship.” Do 
you agree? Why or why not?  

• Why is it more important to be good than it is to be right? 

• How would you explain the content of today’s message in your own words? Do a 
bit of practice, with a spouse, friend, or group member. 

• Did today’s message strengthen, weaken, or have no effect of your view of the 
Bible? 

• What questions/issues/objections about the Bible do you want to be sure Kevin 
addresses in part 2? 



• Pastor Kevin is back in town, so don’t miss the next sermon Q&A this Wednesday 
6-7 pm here on campus in room 5. 

• Remember, a fuller outline and a Bibliography is available through the Calvary 
App. Download it today. IN your app store, search for “Calvary Baptist Church of 
Las Cruces.” 
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