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We all were taught as children to say “please” and “thank you”, and when we didn’t, our parents were 
quick to ask us “what do you say?” These were lessons of gratitude. Our parents wanted to teach us 
the value of expressing a sense of thanksgiving for something given to us or done for us.  

Have you ever thought of gratitude as a spiritual issue? How does gratitude affect our relationship with 
God, ourselves, and each other? What’s at stake if we fail to be grateful? 

On the negative side, just how serious is ungratefulness? 

• The church father Ignatius wrote: “Ingratitude is the most abominable of sins and that it should 
be detested in the sight of our Lord and by all His creatures. For it is a forgetting of the graces, 
benefits, and blessings received…” 

• Ungrateful people are 2-3 times more susceptible to sickness than grateful people according to 
Ronald Glaser, virologist at Ohio State University. 

• In his Rules for Monasteries St Benedict wrote and suggested that monks who grumbled 
ungratefully “not only out loud, but in his heart”, should undergo “severe discipline.” His 
prescription?  “Let Father Abbot send two stout monks to explain the matter. A left strike to the 
solar plexus and a blow to the jaw should swiftly clear the grumbling brother’s mind.” 

OUCH!!! 

On the positive…and perhaps less painful side, Brennan Manning writes in his book Ruthless Trust:   

“The foremost quality of a true follower of Jesus is gratefulness. This gratitude flows out of the 
working belief that all of life is a gift of grace-an undeserved and unearned gift from the Father’s 
hand. gratefulness demonstrates a deep trust in Jesus that allows us to breathe more freely, dance 
more joyfully, and sing more gratefully about the gift of life that is ours.”  

One of the best ways to extend kindness and build a relationship with someone is by inviting them to 
share a meal. For the host, it is an act of generosity and sacrifice since there can only be a meal at the 
expense of their resources. However, the guest bears a different responsibility. It’s true that in one 
sense, they simply accept the invitation, arrive, and enjoy being served. But more importantly, the 
guest is in a position to express gratitude 

This morning we’ll look at “Table Manners” as we explore Jesus Parable of the Great Banquet in Luke 
14, and observe the Lord’s Supper.  

Relax and pull up a chair, supper’s almost ready… 

What Does the Table Teach Me About Grace? 

 

1. The table is set to remedy my sense of faultlessness One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the 
house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a man 



suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed 
him and sent him on his way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a 
well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to say. – Luke 
14:1-6 

• The Sabbath had become a burden instead of a blessing. 

• The Pharisees are estranged from a spirit of gratefulness. They were upset that Jesus would 
care more for the needs of the broken than for the dignity of their tradition. The prime fault of 
these Pharisees is their belief in their own faultlessness.  They were blind to the condition they 
were in. 

• Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar: “We need only to know what we really are to break 
into praise and thanksgiving.” 

• Gratitude keeps us aware of what we have been saved from and saved for. 

2. The table is set to remedy my sense of entitlement - 7 When he noticed how the guests picked the 
places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding 
feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 
9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, 
humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then 
you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”’ Luke 14:7-11 

It was a belief in their entitlement to grace that blinded the Pharisees from seeing the embodiment of 
grace in their midst. 

• How often does my sense of entitlement, dull my senses to presence of Christ? 

3. The table is a reminder of our call to hospitality and generosity. - 12 Then Jesus said to his host, 
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, 
or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you 
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although 
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.- Luke 14:12-14 

• “Hospitality is more about how you receive those you didn't invite than those you did.” 

• Every blessing received is intended to be passed along.  

 

 

4. The table is set for all who are truly hungry. -  15 When one of those at the table with him heard 
this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 16 Jesus 
replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 



“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and 
see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to 
try them out. Please excuse me.’ 20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 

21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry 
and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  

Jesus' rebuking was making some of the guests nervous, so someone at the table pronounced a blessing on 

those who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God. The man probably held the common view that only Jews 

would be invited to the heavenly feast (see note on Matt. 8:12). Perhaps this was an idle or pious saying, made 

without much serious reflection. Christ replied with a parable that pictures the inclusion of Gentiles. In effect, he 

says, "Do not count your chickens before they hatch. And do not count your blessings too early. There will be 

surprises at God's banquet table." 

• The excuses reflect a naïve self-sufficiency, a disregard for the invitation, and a foolish approach 
to life. “I’ve got better things to do.” 

o Who buys land without looking at it first? Who buys untested oxen? Why not bring the 
wife? 

24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”- Luke 14:16-21, 24 

• The blind, sick, and lame understand the severity of their hunger, the importance of the 
invitation, and the abundant generosity of their host.  

• No limits, no excuses, no exceptions. 

5. The table is set to satisfy a hunger I cannot satisfy on my own. 22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you 
ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the 
roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.” – Luke 14:22-23 

The banquet is prepared for you, not by you. You are invited, not entitled. This is a gift, not an award.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.- Matthew 5:6  

Filled with expressions of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. From what seed does such fruit grow and take root?  

Gratitude 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How would I describe my “table manners”? 

• In what areas of life do I express a sense of faultlessness? 

• Are there environments, or relationships that bring this out? 

• Can I practice forgiveness toward others when I fail to see my own sense of faultlessness? 

• Can I receive Christ’s promise of forgiveness when I fail to see my own sense of faultlessness? 

• In what ways do I reflect a sense of entitlement? 



• How might this affect my sense of gratitude? 

• How can I gratefully enjoy the blessings of life while avoiding the tendency to feel entitled to 
them? 

• What “reasons” might I give for losing sight of gratitude? 

• For what and to whom could I express gratitude today?  


