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Last time, we examined the problem of suffering from the perspective of belief. Many reject a belief in God 
because of suffering, but such a decision doesn’t remove the problem of suffering; it only makes it worse.  
 
For the person who maintains a belief in God, such a belief does necessarily shield one from suffering. Not only 
did Jesus suffer, but gave an example for his followers as they would hare in his suffering. Scripture does not 
teach that followers of Jesus will be exempt from suffering. Suffering in the lives of faithful Christians 
throughout history bear this out. Believers went through troubles with God rather than being exempted from 
them by God.  
 
If rejecting God in order to understand evil and suffering doesn’t help, and blaming God for evil and suffering 
doesn’t help, then what will? It’s all in where you look. Christianity looks not to philosophy, not to blame, not to 
distraction, not to avoidance, not even to intellectual answers, but to a person named Jesus, suffering on a 
cross. 
 
Suffering, however, is not the end of the story. While we look to the cross, we also look to the resurrection and 
the gospel itself. 
 
1. Look to the cross of Jesus - These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. – 1 Peter 1:7 
 
Trials of verse 6 are ones providing opportunity to become stronger, not to fall. Refinement – furnace for 
removing the impurity of metals.  The trial will refine you instead of breaking you, making you better rather than 
bitter.  Why the refinement? To remove what is impure, what is intrusive, what is feeding on your life. Sin 
 
The sin God seeks to remove through refinement is a parasite. – Plantiga Video 
 

• "It is impossible to so explain the origin of sin as to give a reason for its existence … Sin is an intruder, for 
whose presence no reason can be given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it, is to defend it. 
Could excuse for it be found, or cause be shown for its existence, it would cease to be sin." –Ellen White 

 
The removal of sin is accomplished in Jesus taking it from us onto himself in sacrifice. It is overcome by Jesus’ 
power in destroying its power over you, it is defeated by Jesus’ removing it from between us and himself. 
 
Gregory E. Ganssle, Riverdale Institute, Yale University - “The evil and suffering Jesus took on was the moral evil 
of human choice, an evil so significant that the highest sacrifice is warranted. 
 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 
and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them 
was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.-1 Peter 1:10-11 
 
Whatever you’re suffering, we see it in the suffering of Jesus on our behalf. Until you get to the cross, you won’t 
know how far God went to be with us in our affliction. 
 



• Even Auschwitz is taken up into the grief of the Father, the surrender of the Son and the power of the 
Spirit … God in Auschwitz and Auschwitz in the crucified God—that is the basis for a real hope which 
both embraces and overcomes the world, and the ground for a love which is stronger than death and 
can sustain (sufficiently handle the worst blow it could deliver) death. – Jurgen Moltmann 

 

• The cross may not tell us what the answer to the problem of evil and suffering is, but it does reveal what 
the answer is not. It is not that God doesn’t love us, it is not that God doesn’t care, and it is not that God 
isn’t doing something about it. He plunged himself into our suffering in order to end it for all. 

 
2. Look to the resurrection of Jesus - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” – 1 Peter 1:3  
 
You need real hope in order to push through the realities of evil, suffering, and death. The sign is the physical 
resurrection of Jesus – the first fruits of the new heavens and new earth – redemption. But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. – 1 Cor. 15:20 
 
The Feast of Firstfruits actually took place during the week-long Passover celebration on the first day after the 
Sabbath that occurred in the midst of the week. It’s the real holiday that the resurrection fulfills. It represents 
what resurrection does - God is not preparing an ethereal, symbolic, non-tangible compensation for what was 
lost. Resurrection is the complete restoration of what evil and suffering and death has taken from us. This is 
why Peter could go on to say...8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. – 1 Peter 1:8-9 
 
“When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 
that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” (Isaiah 25:8) 55“Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” – (Hosea 13:14) 5 6The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. – 1 Cor 15:54-56 
 

• “As Paul says in I Cor. 15, only with the resurrection of the dead, the murdered and the gassed, only 
with the healing of those in despair who bear lifelong wounds, only with the abolition of all rule and 
authority, only with the annihilation of death will the Son hand over the kingdom to the Father. Then 
God will turn his sorrow into eternal joy.” – Jurgen Moltmann 

 
“Full memory flooded back, and Sam cried aloud: ‘It wasn’t a dream! Then where are we?’ And a voice spoke 
softly behind him: ‘In the land of Ithilien, and in the keeping of the King; and he awaits you.’ With that Gandalf 
stood before him, robed in white, his beard now gleaming like pure snow in the twinkling of the leafy sunlight. 
‘Well, Master Samwise, how do you feel?’ he said.  

 
But Sam lay back, and stared with open mouth, and for a moment, between bewilderment and great joy, he 
could not answer. At last he gasped: ‘Gandalf! I thought you were dead! But then I thought I was dead myself. Is 
everything sad going to come untrue? What’s happened to the world?’ 
 
The answer of Christianity is yes! Everything sad is going to become untrue and somehow be greater for having 
once been broken and lost.  
 



3. Look into the gospel of Jesus - It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when 
they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. – 1 Peter 1:11-12 
 
Bad news – suffering exists, evil clings, death fosters fear. Good news, by his unfathomable love, God has 
entered the realm of death and stripped it of its power to foster fear, he took the parasite of evil and sin upon 
himself and destroyed its power to take life from us, and he stepped into the suffering of humanity to suffer 
with us and for us, so that suffering’s hopelessness has been destroyed. This is news you must choose to believe 
and receive, since you are free to remain in the clutches of sin, death, and suffering. 
 
“I’d say, bone cancer in children? What’s that about? “How dare you? How dare you create a world to which 
there is such misery that is not our fault. It’s not right, it’s utterly, utterly evil.“Why should I respect a capricious, 
mean-minded, stupid God who creates a world that is so full of injustice and pain. That’s what I would say.” – 
Comedian Stephen Fry 
 
Would Mr. Fry prefer then, a world without freedom?  
 
Ravi Zacharias video 
 

• Suffering is the result of a world created free. If not free the world would be worse, for the world we live 
in would be one where it was impossible for humans to have the freedom to make choices. God’s 
creation of a world with the possibility of evil choices is not the same as God actually willing specific acts 
of evil to occur. Instead, he wills his people to turn back the influence of evil and suffering in the world 
through the gospel. This involves sharing in the sufferings of the world as agents of redemption and 
reconciliation as God works through his people, even through the suffering of his people to overcome 
the power of evil. 

 
To Non-Christians: In the person of Jesus Christ, God doesn’t ignore, deny, shy away from, or fail to 
acknowledge the depth of suffering brought on by evil, he enters it, faces it, and overcomes it through his 
sacrificial goodness and his sufficient power. Rather than being a reason to doubt the strength of Christianity, 
the gospel is the good news of God entering the world and paying the highest price to ultimately deal with the 
root of evil. – Gregory Ganssle 
 
To Christians: How can we “be” the gospel if we aren’t present in a world of suffering? Are we still making the 
good news good, or do we obscure what is good with shame and condemnation?  
 
Heritage Academy in Hagerstown, Maryland is not allowing Senior, Maddi Runkles to walk with her graduation 
class because she is pregnant. What was the sin? Where is the gospel? 
 
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6 And he 
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 
- Exodus 34:5-7 
 
Yes, there is more to verse 7 that would appear to conflict with the preceding passage. To hear how it actually 
confirms God’s compassion, be sure to catch the next Calvary Afterparty Podcast! 
 
Questions to Ponder 



•One of the main ideas of last week was the reality of suffering for the Christian. Kevin stated today that, 

“Believers went through troubles with God rather than being exempted from them by God.” Having had a week 

to process this idea, how do you explain the reluctance of so many Christians in the west to acknowledge and 

even accept the possibility of suffering? 

•Discuss the idea that evil is a corruption rather than a creation, a parasite, an intruder. How does this undercut 

the idea that God is responsible for evil and suffering? 

•Explain how the suffering of Christ demonstrate the God knows about, God cares about, and is addressing 

suffering? 

•In what sense is the suffering of Christ an incomplete response to suffering without the resurrection of Christ? 

•Explain in your own words how “The resurrection of Jesus is not just an ethereal (spiritual) compensation for 

what was lost. Resurrection is the complete restoration of what evil and suffering has taken from us.” 

•Why do you think many Christians underemphasize the significance of the resurrection in the face of suffering 

and death in our world? 

•How does the resurrection, “make untrue” all that suffering has done? 

•Discuss the necessity of a world made free in order for love to exist. Why is the possibility of evil necessary for 

a world that is truly free? Respond to the idea that, “God’s creation of a world with the possibility of evil choices 

is not the same as God actually willing specific acts of evil to occur. Instead, he wills his people to turn back the 

influence of evil and suffering in the world through the gospel. This involves sharing in the sufferings of the 

world as agents of redemption and reconciliation as God works through his people, even through the suffering 

of his people to overcome the power of evil.” 

•How does the statement above make our living out and sharing the gospel the only truly Christian response to 

suffering? How can the church carry this out if we are not present in the suffering of our world? 

•How did Ravi Zacharias help you better understand and apply this message? 

 


