
Strange Generosity: 1 Chronicles 29:10-14 
 
Calvary’s giving increased 11.5% over last year. This is an unusual fact when most churches continue to experience 
a decline in giving as well as other areas. What contributes to the decline, and what can we better understand 
about what has brought Calvary to this strange reality. Finally, what can help us keep Calvary strange in its 
generous giving in 2017? 
 
I believe too many Christians and churches are informed by inaccurate, unclear or unhealthy beliefs about God’s 
perspective on our financial lives. This explains how people and churches can trust God with their eternal destiny, 
their children, and many other areas of life, but not their financial resources. The result being that we keep a tight 
grip on our stuff, thinking God wants to take it from us. Convinced that once we begrudgingly give God his 10% cut 
or tip; the rest is ours to do with as we please. 
 
Is that what God is really like? Is that what giving should stir up in us? Are these attitudes a solid foundation for the 
strange generosity followers of Jesus are called to express? 
 
To gain clarity on our objective, we need clarity of perspective on living and giving God’s way. 
 
1. It’s not about ownership, it’s about stewardship. - David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole 
assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
11 Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come 
from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. - 1 
Chronicles 29:10-12 
 
Steward –. A person who acts as the surrogate of another or others, especially in managing property, financial 
affairs, estate, etc.  

 Stewards are expected to function in a manner consistent with the character, interests, and desires of 
their superior. Since God is generous, his stewards should be as well. Generosity is the outcome of 
responsible Christian stewardship. 

2. It’s not about tipping, it’s about trusting. - 12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In 
your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.– 1 Chronicles 29:12 
 

 The Old Testament practice of tithing was intended to remind Israelites of God’s provision, and to train 
God’s people toward total trust in Him. It was intended to mature one beyond the specific percentage to 
the spiritual principle of giving and living generously.  

 
Is God only God over 10%, or is there more to this issue? 
 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8) 
 
3. Expressing strange generosity is a result of experiencing strange grace. – 13 Now, our God, we give you 
thanks, and praise your glorious name 14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. – 1 
Chronicles 29:13-14 



 "As I gave away money, I think I might have felt God's pleasure. I know: I'm agnostic. But still -- I feel His 
pleasure...I feel like I am doing something I should have been doing all my life." – A.J. Jacobs, The Year of 
Living Biblically  

 The be-all and end-all of life should not be to get rich, but to enrich the world. -- B. C. Forbes 

 "The generous prosper and are satisfied; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed." (Proverbs 
11:25) 

 "It is in giving that we receive." - St. Francis of Assisi  

It is in giving your life to the way of Jesus that you receive his gift of grace. It is in that relationship of selfless 
love that you truly understand and embody what it means to be a strangely generous steward. 

 
Questions to Ponder 

 If someone asked you, “Hey what’s going on at your church?” What would you tell them? 

 Talk about some of the negative attitudes toward giving that Kevin described in the message. How have 
you see these expressed? If this is the attitude of the statistical majority of churches, and those churches 
are in decline, why do you think they often are unable or unwilling to change? 

 How has this message impacted your own thinking on stewardship? 

 Have you ever considered yourself a steward rather than an owner? What changes will be required for 
you to embrace the role of steward? 

 How has your thinking about tithing been impacted today? Interact with David’s prayer and Paul’s 
instructions in 2 Cor. In light of the passages that talk about percentage. What is the importance of the 
10% tithe, and what are the problems with ONLY seeing 10% as the standard? 

 How can a practice of generosity help you honor God with your finances? 

 Have you ever connected the dots between the grace you’ve experienced and the generosity you 
express? How will that connection be expressed after today? 

 


