
All Hands On Deck: Stewardship 

Last week, we explored how a strong and healthy fellowship within the church is necessary for 
a healthy and effective external focus. More than anything, we learned that it takes the whole 
church working together to promote and protect both its internal strength and its external 
focus. 

That work is connected to the resources God has given us through our: 

• Gifts – Skills - Abilities  

• Willingness – Availability - Time  

•  Finances – Money – Means   

Wait did he just talk about money?   

Yes, I did. But that’s not important. What’s important is that God talks about money.  

A lot. In fact, a whole lot.  

The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 verses on faith, but more than 2,000 verses 
on money and possessions. Jesus talked much about money. Sixteen of the thirty-eight parables 
were concerned with how to handle money and possessions. In the Gospels, an amazing one 
out of ten verses (288 in all) deal directly with the subject of money. - Howard L. Dayton, Jr., 
Leadership, Vol. 2, no. 2. 

Why do the scriptures have so much to say about money? God calls his people to be both 
responsible and generous stewards of the financial resources we have, and to do that, we need 
a whole lot of instruction. 

What is a steward? Stewards are not owners; they handle and manage resources in a way 
consistent with the character, interests, and values of their superior. Therefore, as stewards of 
resources provided by God, we are to practice stewardship in a way that reflects the radical 
grace, and redemptive generosity of God’s heart.  

Stewardship is intended to lead the church to responsible generosity? So how can we navigate 
the waters of stewardship in a way that is both generous and responsible?  

How do we become generous without sinking our steward-ship? 

1. We need to be in the know. Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful 
attention to your herds; for riches do not endure forever. –Proverbs 27:23-24 

 Condition – “face” - Wealth was measured by flocks and herds 

• Keeping track of your finances doesn't really require a lot of work; it just requires 

consistency.  



• Keeping good financial records makes it possible for you to manage your money from a 
position of knowledge, because there will be fewer surprises along the way, and you'll 
be able to prepare for what lies ahead.  - (13:16) Every prudent man acts out of 
knowledge. 

There is power in knowing where you are financially. Keep track of your finances. 

2. We need a realistic plan. The plans of the diligent lead to profit, as surely as haste leads to 
poverty.-Proverbs 21:5 

• Make plans for your financial future. This is something that should be done thoughtfully, 
carefully, and prayerfully. In the process, you should seek out advice from others.  

“But we’ve always run a deficit at Calvary” – We are now operating within a financial plan. The 
shortages reflect the degree to which we as a congregation are not fulfilling the plan we all 
voted and committed to support.  

3. We need to save. He who gathers money little by little (by labor, gradually) makes it grow.-
Proverbs 13:11 

Begin the habit of putting aside money each month. Even if it seems to be a small amount now, 
it will grow over time. What's more, saving consistently teaches you discipline. If you develop 
the discipline in the area of savings, it will help you develop discipline in the area of spending.  

• (21:20) In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man 
devours all he has. 

• (21:20 TLB) The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he 
gets. 

4. We need to lighten the load. My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you 
have struck hands in pledge for another...then do this my son, to free yourself...Go and humble 
yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your 
eyelids. Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of 
the fowler.-Proverbs 6:1-5 

The average American household with at least one credit card has nearly $10,700 in credit-card 
debt, according to CardWeb.com, and the average interest rate runs in the mid- to high teens at 
any given time. What people are buying with their credit cards is most often not things with 
long-term value; they're buying groceries , gasoline, and vacations, and taking months to pay it 
off.  

"Air fare for two to Paris, $1800. Rental for your private chalet, $650. An evening meal for two 
at a sidewalk café, $50. Sharing it all with the one you love...priceless."  - "The stress of having 
to pay off the card at 17.5% interest—not anywhere near worth the cost."  



• View debt as a subtle form of incarceration. The more you owe, the less freedom you 
have. 

• In managing your money, I encourage you to set your top priority as eliminating as much 
debt as possible and to specifically eliminate credit card debt. And choose from this day 
that if you can't afford it, don't buy it.  

5. We need to commit to percentage giving. Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first 
fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over 
with new wine.-Proverbs 3:9-10 

In the same way that practicing discipline in the area of saving helps you practice discipline in 
the area of spending, being consistent in your giving will help you become consistent in other 
areas of your financial life. Plus, it opens the door for God's blessing on you.  

The Bible plainly teaches—and this passage specifically teaches—that when you give to God he 
blesses you abundantly. When you give to him, he gives back to you. But the return isn't always 
apples-to-apples. When you give financially, he may bless you with financial abundance, or he 
may bless you in other ways. 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, 
and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
you will not have room enough for it. (Malachi 3:10) 

• Is tithing just absolutely the 10% thing? No! It’s much more important than that!! - If the 
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to 
what he does not have. (2 Corinthians 8:12) 

• What kind of ministry would be able to provide if everyone gave the way you give? 

• You will never out-give God 

• Remember the generosity of God toward you. 
What does the management of my dollars say about my sense, and my heart?  
 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Why do you think an understating of stewardship vs. ownership is so important for 
Christ-followers?  

• How much knowledge do you possess about your finances? Is this helping or hurting 
you? What would more knowledge do for you? 

• What’s your financial plan? Are you thinking ahead about retirement, education, etc..?  

• Check out these incredible resources: Financial Peace by Dave Ramsey, or the Financial 
Planning Workbook, by Larry Burkett. 

• Have you ever saved up for a purchase? How did that make you feel? How would you 
rate your current habit of saving? How much (or how much more) could you start 
putting back? How much money would this give you over a period of one year? 



• Do you agree that debt is a mild form of incarceration? Why or why not? How can this 
view help us limit and / or work to eliminate debt from our lives? 

• Why do you think it’s so difficult to apply the principle of affordability (if you can’t afford 
it, don’t buy it) to our lives? 

• What do you think of God’s promise that generosity reaps blessings? How have you 
seen this principle realized in your life? 

• How could the tithing principle help you begin or increase your giving? 

• What do you think of the two points: “It takes money to do ministry”, and “You can 
never out-give God”? 

• How does your current money management reflect wisdom and trust in God? 

 


