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In the series, Stranger Things, something bad is going on. Lives are being devastated in ways that defy natu ral 
explanation, yet there is resistance to considering possibilities beyond the realm of what can be explained through 

the senses. However, the resistance crumbles as those involved discover that the evil  events taking place in their 
world is directly l inked to a l iving, breathing source in the realm just outside the frame of their senses. Their 
perspective is turned right-side up as they realize the evil  in their world is tied to, a very real, yet supernatural 
realm known as “the upside-down.” Only by facing and fighting a supernatural enemy, do the characters turn the 

tide of evil  in their world.  
 
As evil  is manifested in our world each day, we have a decision to make. Will  we insist evil  is simply the product of 

natural people with chemical imbalances, differing political or religious ideologies, or rough childhoods? Or is there 
more to it? To what extent is the evil  of our world tied to, influenced by, or directly carried out by forces in the 
realm of the supernatural? Is there a personal presence of evil? How should we think of, respond to, or even 
interact with this presence?  

 
This message aims to turn our perspective right-side up, so that we can understand and respond to the evil  seeking 
to turn our world upside-down.  

 
 
1. Wise up to the presence and problem of evil - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 

and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. – 1 Peter 1:3-6 

 
“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you.” 1 Peter 4:12  

 
 While our theories of how we determine what is morally true will  differ between believers and non-

believers, our concept of what is and is not evil  is largely shared between believers and non-believers 
alike. What do we mean when we say that something is evil? – Robert Adams 

 

 When you say ‘there’s too much evil  in this world’, you assume there’s such a thing as moral law on the 

basis of which to differentiate between good and evil. But if you must assume a moral law, you must posit 
a ‘moral law-giver’, but that’s who you’re trying to disprove. Because if there’s no moral law-giver, there’s 
no moral law. If there’s no moral law, there’s no good. If there’s no good, there’s no evil. - Ravi Zacharias 

 

 Evil is a real and present problem for any and all  of us. But is it just a natural problem, or does the very 

presence of evil  point beyond the frame to something, or someone else? 
 
 

2. Wake up to the presence and tactics of the devil. - Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. - 1 Peter 5:8  
Use of a l ion would have hit home with these readers. They were intimidating, powerful, personal ... and 
predictable.  

 
Stealth  

 Only 40% of PROFESSING CHRISTIANS reported believing in a personal presence of evil.  



Dismissing History 
Dismissing Scripture 

Dismissing the teaching of Jesus  
 The smartest thing the enemy can do is  convince you he doesn’t exist. 

 
Misdirection 
 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. - Ephesians 6:12  
 

 “Idolatry is committed, not merely by setting up false gods, but also by setting up false devils .” – G.K. 

Chesterton 

 The craftiest thing the enemy can do is convince you he’s not the real enemy. 

 
3. Stand up in faith because you don’t stand alone. - Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that 
the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. - 1 Peter 5:9  

 
 The faith – a specific and personal declaration of surrender, trust, and obedience to Jesus who came, 

died, was buried, rose, rules, and will  return. This is a faith that shields us, a salvation that protects us, a 
righteousness that emboldens us, a gospel that steadies us, a truth that holds us together, and a Word 
from God that pierces the darkness of evil  with the light of justice and peace. 

 
Isolation 
When we see ourselves as the church – as a people of grace, creating places of grace wherever we go, we will  
welcome the stranger, the loner, the outcast into the family ... because while we were stil l  sinners, grace made a 

place for us with His people. 
 The most deceptive thing the enemy can do is convince you that you’re on your own. 

 
Questions to Ponder 

 What were the things that stood out to you in this message? 

 How has the presence of evil  been a challenge to your faith? How have you seen it challenge the faith of 

others? 
 Discuss the idea that evil  is a bigger problem for unbelief. What did you think of Ravi Zacha rias’ quote? 

 Respond to the fact that Peter was writing this to Christians under the dominion of Nero. How does this 

affect your perspective of Peter’s instructions? 
 Discuss the Barna finding that only 40% of professing Christians believe in a personal presence of evil  (aka 

Devil or Satan). 
 How can the principles of previous messages in this series help you balance between being obsessed with 

the supernatural aspect of evil, and disregarding supernatural possibilities? 

 Discuss Kevin’s observation that Peter  did NOT say, “your enemy, Nero, but your enemy, the Devil.” Why 

is it so important to rightly identify who the real enemy is? How do you see such misdirection in our 
culture today? 

 Talk about the importance of community. Why does Peter tie standing in fai th so closely to standing 

together? How does this challenge the individualism of American Christian culture?  


