
Christmas Hope: Seeking, finding, and following - Matthew 2:1-12 

On this Christmas Eve, we're looking at the story of the Magi. We know very little about 
them from the scripture, but historians such as Josephus, Herodotus, and Strabo provide a 
great deal of background. They were an ancient group of learners, first appearing around the 
7th century B.C. They can best be summarized as seekers of truth. In their quest, they studied 
the interpretation of dreams, studied prophetic writings, and studied the movement of 
stars. Because their pursuits of knowledge included natural phenomena, we could call them 

scientists. Because their pursuits also included supernatural realms, we could call them 
priests, history has referred to them as “Wise Men”. Personally, I like to think of the Magi as 
the “Jedi” of the ancient world; mysterious, fascinating, and intriguing. 

But, this is Christmas Eve. The Magi, didn’t show up until after Jesus was born. In fact, Jesus 

was a young boy when they visited. Why focus on them today? I think it’s important for us to 
understand that the birth of Jesus has an impact that goes way beyond his birth in the 
manger. The Wise Men demonstrate that the birth of the Messiah was important in the days 
before it happened, and is equally relevant in the time following; all the way up to each of us 
here today. 

There’s something about the Magi that resonates with all of us. Like them, we all seek 
answers and we all strive to know truth. I hope their story will open for you a whole new 
way of seeing the nature of God and how God relates to those among us who are seeking. 

 For everyone on the journey, the Magi have some lessons for us today… 

1. God reveals hope to anyone who seeks. - (v. 1-8) 1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem  

• These were strangers-foreigners, not “God’s people” they didn’t wash their hands 

right, they didn’t dress right, they ate what you weren’t supposed to eat, yet they 

came to town searching for the Messiah. 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. – Hebrews 11:6 

• The star was there for everybody to see, yet only the Magi followed the star in order 

to find Jesus. This story teaches us that God will reveal himself to anyone who seeks 
him.  

2. God’s hope challenges our comfort.  3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 

2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the 
east and have come to worship him."  



The Magi made everyone nervous: 

Herod the Great – Architect, planner, visionary, Port of Caesarea – Tyrant of ambition. 

• One born King – an authority outside of himself (Herod) 

• Following his star – A possession outside of Herod’s reach. 

4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Christ was to be born. 5  "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is 

what the prophet has written: 6  "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of 
my people Israel.'" 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful 
search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 

him." 

• Christmas is about recognizing that someone else is the King, not me.  

3. God speaks to those who will listen. - (v. 12) And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The wise men had a choice to make. They could believe that God was speaking to them, or 
they could decide it was their imagination. It takes faith to believe that God is speaking to 
you--and it takes faith to act on that belief. 

In order to have a dynamic relationship with God, we must embrace the belief that God 

speaks to those who will listen.  

How can we tune in? 

Scripture (Rosetta stone), Desires, doors, dreams, people, promptings, pain  

• God speaks to us through the scriptures. "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for 

this is what the prophet has written: Micah 5:2 

God speaks through his word. When we read the Bible God reveals his will to us...he gives us 

direction for our lives...he shows us the way we should go. But there's a catch: we must be 

willing to listen. 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. – Psalm 119:105 

• God speaks through spiritual practices and disciplines. Practicing physicians, 
practicing attorney, practicing Christians. We learn to pray by praying, we learn the 

faith through study and practice. 



• God speaks to us through many other sources. We cannot limit the way God 
chooses to speak to us. He may speak to you through the counsel of a close friend, 
or through your parents, or through your children, or through an event, or through 

a book, or during a time of meditation, or while you're watching the news...or 
anytime that you are listening for God's voice to give you direction. 

• Desires, doors, dreams, people, promptings, pain - These other sources will always 
be consistent with the character of Jesus, and the teaching of scripture. 

There is a yearning for more. There should be. It is not as it will be. 

4. God leads those who will follow. - (v. 9-11). After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11  On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and 
of incense and of myrrh 

The star led the Magi to Jesus. It was there for anyone to follow; only these men had the 
spiritual acuity to be led by it. It required listening, studying, flexibility, a willingness to 

trust and change course.  

• Adventure – you choose it 

• Quest – You are called and compelled – you are never the same.  

If you are willing to let God lead you through the day-to-day events of your life, he will do it. 
The road may not always be easy, but God will lead you--if you're willing to follow. 

• E. Stanley Jones tells of a missionary who got lost in an African jungle--nothing 
around him but bush and a few cleared places. He found a native hut and asked the 

native if he could lead him out. The native said he could. "All right," said the 
missionary, "show me the way." The native said, "Follow me." They walked and 
hacked their way through unmarked jungle for more than an hour. The missionary 
got worried. "Are you quite sure this is the way? Where is the path?" The native 
said, "Bwana, in this place there is no path. I am the path." 

There are times in our lives when we find ourselves in situations which offer no clear-cut 
answers. It is at these times we can trust ourselves completely to God, knowing that he 
will lead us each step of the way.  


