
The Return of the King – Revelation 19-20 
 

The second coming of Jesus Christ inspires a variety of responses. However, there’s really only one that fully 
captures the whole of Revelation’s intended message; hope. 
 
For Christ’s followers experiencing persecution in the first century, to Christians facing difficulties today, and 
to anyone who has yet to take Jesus seriously, the message of Jesus’ return is one rich with warnings 
promises. Warnings meant to bring repentance and promises meant to encourage, all in the hope that Jesus 
returns to judge what is evil and restore what has been broken.  
 

My reaction to Jesus’ return reveals who my King really is. 
 
The second advent ... 
 
1. Displays the full character of Jesus. - Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” – Revelation 
19:9 
 
The chapter begins with a celebration of Babylon’s fall and an invitation to the wedding supper of the Lamb. 
It’s a celebration of justice and righteousness prevailing over the wickedness of Babylon. Now the unholy 
trinity are the direct subject of the Lamb’s judgment. 
 
In June of this year, California voters recalled Judge Aaron Persky amid outrage over his sentencing a Stanford 
University swim team member to 6 months in prison for sexually assaulting an unconscious woman. There is 
an innate sense in which we all desire justice to be served and evil to be judged. This is what is happening in 
Chapters 19-20 
 
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. 
With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He 
has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and 
his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed 
in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”[a] He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: King of kings and lord of lords. – Revelation 
19:11-16 
 

• This is where we see the convergence of the Lion and Lamb hinted at in chapter 5. Here on full display 
is the One who is Merciful and Righteous, whose Love and Justice come to bring the reign of the Beast 
to an end. 

 
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, 
gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and the 
mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, great and small.” – Revelation 19: 
17-18 

• These warnings are not intended to produce despair but change. Either way, you’re going to a feast ... 
as a guest, or as a main course. 

 
19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the 
rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had 



performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the 
beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The 
rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged 
themselves on their flesh. – Revelation 19:19-21 
 

• The coming of horse and rider warns that there is judgment coming for all and promises that there is 
hope available to all. It all depends on who you are trusting. This Jesus, who first came as the suffering 
servant, is returning as the conquering King.  

 
2. Displays the depth of evil’s corruption. And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to 
the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, 
or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over 
him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must 
be set free for a short time. 
 
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They[a] 
had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will 
reign with him for a thousand years. 
 
It's unfortunate that these few verses have been the source of so much division within the Christian 
community, since it is to be seen as a blessing and source of hope. (verse 6) 
 
John consistently uses numbers in symbolic ways throughout Revelation. However, a symbol by its nature 
points to a reality beyond itself. For example, the 144,000 is described in chapter 7 along with John seeing an 
innumerable crowd of people. In chapter 21, John measures the holy city in increments of 1,000, not to 
provide the exact dimensions, but to indicate the fullness and completeness of the city. 
 

• 1,000 years is a time span of fullness or completion. It stands in contrast to the “one hour” of Babylon’s 
reign of terror as a way to convey the expanse of Christ’s initial reign over the nations.  

 
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the 
nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are 
like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who 
deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been 
thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. – Revelation 20:1-10 
 

• The passage is a striking commentary on the human condition. Whenever Satan is active, some will be 
responsive to him. Verses 7-10 are a sobering reminder that neither the plots of Satan, nor the 
waywardness of the human heart will be altered by the mere passage of time. Restraining evil is not 
enough. Its seductive power must be utterly and permanently destroyed. 

 
3. Displays the weight of human significance. Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the 



book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave 
up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was 
judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake 
of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into 
the lake of fire. – Revelation 20:11-15 
 

• What you think and what you do matters! Christ became human because humanity matters to him. 
 
This is why Revelation is full of OT references, it highlights the ways God has offered his good news to 
humanity since the very first sin of the very first humans all the way to the very last refusal of that good news 
at the end of days. The human story is a redemption story. 
 

• The gospel makes it possible for the judge to also be our Savior. The one who judges completely is the 
one who gave himself completely to humanity and for humanity. 

 
Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss the both/and character of Jesus (Lion and Lamb, Merciful and Righteous, Loving and Just). Why 
is this convergence, as seen in Revelation 19, so important for a full understanding of Jesus? 

• How do you respond to the statement, “These warnings are not intended to produce despair but 
change.”? 

• Talk about the thousand years. How does the idea that symbolic numbers point to a reality beyond 
themselves help you understand the significance of the number 1,000 being used? Do you agree that 
the divisions over this number are unnecessary? 

• There are still a lot of loose ends in Revelation 20 that John does not tie up for us. How do you respond 
to that? 

• How do you respond to what the release of Satan the subsequent battle reveals about the nature of 
evil? 

• How does the last point help us carefully weigh out our actions each day? How does the “weight” of 
being human help you understand why Jesus takes so seriously our response to his gospel? 


