
Al Hands On Deck: Navigating Grace 

There’s a dynamic we all face as part of this voyage we’re on together; that paradoxical relationship between law 

and compassion. Wouldn’t it be easier to just lean into law and make everything black and white? Sure, but what 

an oppressive environment. Okay then, what if we lean into compassion and say “anything goes”? That would tip 

our ship the other way.   

The word we’re looking for is grace… Grace delivers us from the judgment we truly deserve, yet delivers to us a 

mercy we don’t deserve.  Grace sets us free from the oppression of legalism, but doesn’t give us permission to do 

as we please. Grace gives us freedom, but holds us responsible for what is done with that freedom. Grace offers 

the healing message that there’s nothing we can do to make God love us less, but also reinforces the humbling 

message that there’s nothing we can do to make God love us more.  

Grace is amazing…but if we’re honest, grace makes relationships complicated. 

1. Puts us in a tension between accountability and compassion. You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do 

not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.-Galatians 5:13 

• “Compassion without accountability is mere sentimentalism. Accountability without compassion is harsh 

and heartless.” -  John Beckett 

• Guitar string picture “A vibrant faith may necessitate oscillation and tension. In the absence of motion, 
[however], there's no music.” – Music Producer Roy Salmon  

• To rock toward legalism or roll toward license will capsize our relation – ship. 

2. Grace requires the freedom to disagree.  Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 

disputable matters.-Romans 14:1 

• Always reserve the right to be wrong. 

• “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification….It is better not to 

eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall…” – Romans 14:19,21 

• Paul’s overall message?  Be gracious enough to each other to make room for each other instead of giving 

up on each other. 

• The point is to relate heart to heart when we don’t see eye-to-eye. 

3. Grace invites us to live in the tension between rules and principles.  2  One man's faith allows him to eat 

everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3  The man who eats everything must not 

look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, 

for God has accepted him.- Romans 14:2-3 

• A strong, mature faith is required to live by principles, not rules. In this circumstance, Paul encourages 

personal reflection, selfless consideration, and a plea for maturity from those who have it and those who 

need it. 

• Not everything is covered by the rules… When we live by rules, we can only deal with what is addressed 

by rules. When we live by principles of grace, we can make wise decisions in areas on which the rules shed 

no light.  

 



4. Grace helps us understand the nature of God For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any 

value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 7  You were running a good race. Who cut in 

on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 

• For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--9  

not by works, so that no one can boast.- Ephesians 2:8-9 

Grace complicates the rules, but clarifies our need for a relationship. Grace takes a broken mess and offers 

wholeness and healing. Grace received is a gift of freedom, grace given to others is a lifeline of hope. Grace is 

complicated, but that’s part of what makes grace so amazing. 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How do you strive to balance law and compassion? Why do you think so many churches and individuals 

naturally emphasize one over the other? 

• Where do you find yourself leaning…toward law, or compassion? Why? 

• What do you think about the idea of “redemptive tension”?  Do you agree that the tension creates a more 

“vibrant” faith? Why or why not? 

• Should the lifeguard have been fired? Should he get his job back? Why or why not? City officials awarded 

Lopez the Key to the City. Is that a move that promotes license and disobedience or grace and 

compassion? 

• How are you at disagreeing? Do you reserve the right to be wrong? If not, why? Please share your secret 

for being right all the time…☺ 

• Talk about the tension between rules and principles. Do you agree that there are areas of life the rules 

don’t directly address? How do you process this when it comes to areas not directly addressed by 

scripture? 

• So, who won the race in the video clip? Who lost? Talk about it… 

• Are you ready to embrace grace? What’s keeping you? 

 


