
The Power of Redemptive Love- Ruth 4:1-22 

Throughout this series, we’ve explored several important realities involved in making sure we move forward 

from a hurtful or painful past. We learned that, 

• A change in direction is necessary unless we just want to experience more of the same.  

• Each step forward reveals what we’re risking and who we’re trusting. 

• We should pay attention to providential coincidences. 

• Relationships make or break our way forward. 

• The blessings of forward motion should bless the momentum of others. 

But where does the journey forward lead? What’s the purpose? What’s the destination? 

Redemption – The act of saving or being saved from error or evil. To gain or re-gain a possession by buying it 

back, paying off a ransom, or clearing a debt. To deliver another from bondage by purchasing their freedom. 

The book of Ruth is a story of redemptive love, and how being redeemed compels those possessed by the 

Redeemer to cultivate redemptive minds, hearts, and hands. The purpose of redemption is rooted in the 

power of love.  

How does redemptive love empower our lives?  

1. We do good, now. - He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To 

act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly (prudently) with your God. – Micah 6:8 

• Good (Towb) – pleasant, sweet, timely, agreeable, apt to flourish, hospitable, inviting, appealing, 

nourishing, encouraging, beautiful, ripe, fulfilling. 

If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them.- James 4:17 

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. – Proverbs 3:27 

(Vv. 1-12) - Meanwhile, Boaz went up to the town gate and sat there. When the kinsman-redeemer he had 

mentioned came along, Boaz said, "Come over here, my friend, and sit down." So he went over and sat down. 2  

Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, "Sit here," and they did so. 3  Then he said to the kinsman-

redeemer, "Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our brother 

Elimelech. 4  I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence 

of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will 

not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line." "I will redeem it," 

he said.  

5  Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire the 

dead man's widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property."6  At this, the kinsman-

redeemer said, "Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I 

cannot do it."7  (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one 

party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 8  So 

the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it yourself." And he removed his sandal. 



• Other kinsman removed sandal (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) - Why the whole shoe thing? In OT, the feet 

symbolize power, possession, and domination. Moses removes his shoes at the burning bush (ex 3:5) 

he shows that God has the power. According to ancient middle eastern Nuzi texts, shoes symbolized 

ownership in property transactions. In the OT to set foot on land was associated with ownership 

(Everywhere the sole of your foot steps shall be yours.). 

9  Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I have bought from 

Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.10  I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's 

widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not 

disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today you are witnesses!" 

11  Then the elders and all those at the gate said, "We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is 

coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you have standing 

in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12  Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, 

may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah." 

• Boaz wasted no time in doing what was right, but why? While scholars give him the nickname 

"moneybags," based on his wealth and standing, the name "Boaz" itself means "swift." He's a person 

who does what is right, as soon as he's able to do it: no procrastinating, no excuses, no second-

guessing, no delay. 

 

• Why? Look at Ruth 4:21-“Salmon was the father of Boaz.” So? Matthew 1:5, “Salmon the father of 

Boaz, whose mother was Rahab.” 

• Rahab, a foreign innkeeper from Jericho, is the mother of Boaz. 

• Rahab left her people and comes into a relationship with the Lord God. Rahab took a great risk to save 

others. Rahab was once a foreigner who is welcomed and becomes a blessing ... just like Ruth. Boaz 

sees Ruth and remembers his own mother. What Rahab’s love does for Boaz, Boaz’s love does for 

Ruth, without delay.  

 

• What action is love compelling you to take today? What are you waiting for? 

•  Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.- James 4:17 

• It is Christ’s love that compels us to turn from our sins and follow Him, and it is our love for Christ that 

compels us to righteous action toward others. 

 

 

 

 

2. Deferred hope is realized. (Vv. 13-15) - So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, 

and the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14  The women said to Naomi: "Praise be to 



the LORD, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout 

Israel! 

• We began with the death of Naomi's sons. Today the story ends with the marriage of her daughter-in-

law and the birth of a baby boy. In chapter one, Naomi thought that her life was finished. In chapter 

four, she sees that it's just beginning. In chapter one, you find Naomi full of doubt and bitterness and 

self-pity. In chapter four, you find her overflowing with joy. 

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. – Proverbs 13:12 

• No life is forever empty, as far as God is concerned. Maybe you think of yourself only as a person with 

a past. But God sees you as someone with a hope and a future in him. 

3. Burdens become blessings. (v.15) - He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your 

daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth." 

• Better than seven sons – ideal for every Hebrew family. 

• Naomi saw her daughters-in-law as a burden. She could only think of the financial obligation she would 

face with them, and how she wouldn’t be able to provide. 

•  There are some things in your life today that you see as burdens. Take another look at them. God can 

make them into a blessing. 

4. What death takes, redemption restores. (Vv. 16-22) - 16  Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and 

cared for him. 17  The women living there said, "Naomi has a son." And they named him Obed. He was the 

father of Jesse, the father of David. 18  This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 19  

Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 20  Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the 

father of Salmon, 21  Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, 22  Obed the father of Jesse, and 

Jesse the father of David. 

• Verse 16 is an inclusio – A literary device used to open and close a story with similar words ... a 

sandwich, or bookends. 1:5 and 4:16 are used this way. The child replaces Naomi’s lost sons, 

redeeming her, her line, and her life. 

 

• Ruth’s son is given for the redemption of another. Sound familiar? 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• What have been the most meaningful lessons you’ve learned from Ruth? 

• What has been the biggest surprise in this series for you? 

• Is God’s love compelling you to take action in a particular area of life? What action is that? What is 

your next step? 

• Discuss how Boaz’s relationship with his mother intersects with his relationship with Ruth.  

• In what ways has God given you hope? In what ways do you need God to give you hope? Are you 

willing to talk to someone about this? 



• Have you experienced a burden becoming a blessing? What was it? How did the change occur? What 

burdens in your life might be blessings in disguise? 

• Discuss the meaning and connections in Ruth “giving” her son to Naomi.  

• How has the sacrificial love of Jesus redeemed your life? 


