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Luke 22:54-62


Peter’s #EpicFailure was preceded by a series of small failures. 

Peter failed to listen because of his pride.  
“31 “Simon, Simon, pay attention! Satan has demanded to have you all, to sift you like 
wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. When you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to 
go with you both to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster 
will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know me.” (Luke 
22:31-34)


Peter failed to prepare.  
39 Then Jesus went out and made his way, as he customarily did, to the Mount of 
Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 When he came to the place, he said to them, 
“Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41 He went away from them about a 
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed…45 When he got up from prayer, he came to 
the disciples and found them sleeping, exhausted from grief. 46 So he said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into temptation!” (Luke 
22:39-41, 45-46)


Peter failed to trust Jesus.  
47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd appeared, and the man named 
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He walked up to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But 
Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When 
those who were around him saw what was about to happen, they said, “Lord, should 
we use our swords?” 50 Then one of them struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his 
right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and 
healed him. (Luke 22:47-51)


Peter failed to follow closely. 

54 Then they arrested Jesus, led him away, and brought him into the high priest’s 
house. But Peter was following at a distance. (Luke 22:54)


Bottom Line: Our #EpicFailures can either lead to REPENTANCE or RUIN.  

At that moment, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 Then the Lord turned 
and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said to him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he 
went outside and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:60b-62)




Dig Deeper: 


1. What are you most thankful for this week? 

2. Where do you see God at work around you? 

3. What is your funniest “Epic Failure” story? 

4. Read Luke 22:14-62. 

5. In what ways can you identify with Peter? 

6. Give an example of how a series of small compromises could lead to an epic 

failure. 

7. What is the difference between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s betrayal? 

8. What attitudes or actions are necessary for true repentance? 

9. What is the relationship between repentance and restoration? 

10. What does the story of Peter’s betrayal teach us about ourselves? 

11. What does the story of Peter’s betrayal teach us about God? 

12. According to this study, what am I doing well? What needs to change? 


