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The most important thing to remember when reading Revelation is that it was originally written to a 
group of real people during a time of persecution. Everything about the world they lived in made them 
feel like captives or prisoners; and many of them would be. They were living in a scary world, but they 
were told not to fear. They were mistreated and oppressed, yet they were told not to retaliate. By all 
appearances they were losing, yet they were assured of ultimate victory. How? Through the powerful, 
graphic, and vivid imagery of John’s vision. Whether it was the awe-inspiring brilliance of the risen 
Christ in all his power, or the terrifying invasion of demonic monsters sent to deceive and destroy, 
John’s audience needed assurance.  
 
Revelation provided that assurance by telling and re-telling the story of redemption through a series of 
graphic and powerful visions. Each vision describes the presence of evil in the world, its impact on 
Christ’s people, and the Lamb’s plan to restore what evil has destroyed. Like a grand spiral staircase, 
each set of visions re-tells the story in greater detail than before and is punctuated with glimpses into 
the throne room of God, where the people of God worship and praise him for the redemption and 
justice he brings.  
 
The danger is to lose the perspective of Revelation by reading and applying its message in ways that 
would have been had no meaning or relevance to the original recipients. Many of the sensationalized 
approaches made popular here in the U.S. would have had no meaning to the original audience, 
promote fear-based and incorrect speculation of world events, and promote a posture of 
disengagement and escapism from the world that is inconsistent with Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 24:36, 
28:18-20, John 17:1-25, Acts 1:6-10). 
 
The consistent message for 1st and 21st century people is the message we saw in week 1, “Yesterday’s 
vision of tomorrow’s hope provides today’s strength.” How do we process and apply this message 
when we get to vivid, troubling, confusing, and just plain weird parts of Revelation like these? We have 
to pay serious attention to God’s saving intention. 
  
Rather than a celebration of destruction and death, the seven trumpets, like the seven seals and the 
seven bowls, convey Jesus’ primary intention for redemption and restoration of this world and the 
people in it.  
 

1. Prayer over panic. - When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 

half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. 3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much 
incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. 4 The 
smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s 
hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and 
there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. - Revelation 8:1-5 
 



Silence as a description of the attention God gives to the prayers of his people. Awe and anticipation. 

• The response of the people of God to their circumstances are the practices prayer and 
presence. 

 
What kind of answer to prayer will result in both grace and justice being realized? Is wrath, 
destruction, and death God’s ultimate intention?  
 

2. Repentance over destruction. Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 

prepared to sound them. 7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with 
blood, and it was hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees 
were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 
 
8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown 
into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a 
third of the ships were destroyed. 
 
10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a 
third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11 the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the 
waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 
 
12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a 
third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a 
third of the night. 
 
13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to 
the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three 
angels!” - Revelation 8:6-13 
 

• The trumpets echo the plagues of Egypt. Like the plagues (and the horsemen of ch. 6), their 
intent was to demonstrate the futility of worldly sources of security, and to provide opportunity 
for repentance. 

 
The judgement is happening around them but closing in upon them. The message is clear, cry out and 
look up before it all closes in! 
 

• Patient mercy allows the possibility that people will use the breathing space to make matters 
worse. 

 

3. Awareness over deception.  - The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that 

had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2 When he 
opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were 
darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 3 And out of the smoke locusts came down on the earth and 
were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass of the 



earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 
They were not allowed to kill them but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they 
suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes. 6 During those days people will seek 
death but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 
 
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns 
of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8 Their hair was like women’s hair, and their teeth 
were like lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings 
was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10 They had tails with 
stingers, like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 11 They 
had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek is 
Apollyon (that is, Destroyer). 
 
12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I 
heard a voice coming from the four horns of the golden altar that is before God. 14 It said to the sixth 
angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 
And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were 
released to kill a third of mankind. 16 The number of the mounted troops was twice ten thousand times 
ten thousand. I heard their number. 
 
17 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, 
and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths 
came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18 A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and 
sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; 
for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 
 
20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their 
hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols 
that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual 
immorality or their thefts. - Revelation 9:1-21 
 
Some of the most terrifying images are found in this section. Their meaning has been speculated as 
being everything from supernatural hybrid creatures that stalk humans to military helicopters and 
missile launchers. What would have these images meant to the original audience?  There were 
numerous hybrid creatures in mythology all of which claimed degrees of power, the most terrifying of 
were those with humanoid faces.  
 

• Often the function of the images gets lost in our fascination with their form. These 
monstrosities represent the grotesque distortion of deception. The key is 9:20 – they 
worshipped the very sources of their destruction. This is deception in its purest form. 

 
Awareness is a clear perception of your condition, thoughts, beliefs, motives, and direction. Pride, 
stubbornness, disobedience, and foolishness (an unteachable heart) quickly lead us to deception. We 



see the consequences and pain of our sin not as a call to repent, but as a dysfunctional source of 
identity.  
 
Sexual “revolution” ... Rejection of truth ... These weight of these evils have crashed in on themselves. 
Do we have the awareness to see it, or do we need more weight? God lets evil do its worst that it may 
fall under its own weight. 
 
Prodigal son – “Came to his senses” / Romans 1 – God gave them over.  
 

• Will we respond to consequences by coming to our senses (Luke 15:17) or will we harden 
ourselves and be given over to our desires (Romans 1:21-25)?     

 

4. Gospel witness over global wrath.  Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from 

heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs 
were like fiery pillars. 2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right 
foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he 
shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to 
write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not 
write it down.” 
 

• Thunders are sealed (similar to Daniel 12) meaning they remain in the future. The visions of 
trumpets 1-6 describe a fearful present that would have resonated with the churches receiving 
the letter, and should resonate with us as well. 

 
5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 And 
he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth 
and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no more delay! 7 But in the 
days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, 
just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 
 

• Mystery of God is the Gospel. That evil will be defeated through sacrifice. That sin will be 
overcome through grace. That the Lion has come as a Lamb who was slain, yet lives. 

 
8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll that lies 
open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 
 
9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It 
will turn your stomach sour, but ‘in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.’” 10 I took the little scroll 
from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my 
stomach turned sour. 11 Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, 
languages and kings.” – Revelation 10:1-11 
 



Just as it seems the ultimate end is at hand the vision of wrath is interrupted. Why? Destruction is not 
the intent, redemption is. Wrath does not change human hearts, witnesses will.  
 

• God acts in the world through obedient human witnesses. If his witnesses come from every 
nation (5:9, 7:9), they bear a message to every nation. 

 
When we pay attention to Christ’s intention, we see that his church stands in a critical cosmic moment. 

God’s revelation of himself is given to us and put in us by Jesus and is proclaimed through us by the 
power of his Spirit.  

 
Questions to Ponder 

• Kevin described the layout of Revelation like a series of spiral stairs which tell and re-tell the 
story of redemption with greater detail in each cycle. This is a way of reading Revelation found 
in the oldest existing commentary (Victorinus, 3rd Century). How do you respond to this 
structure?  

• How does the silence of 8:1 followed by the description of prayers rising before God impact 
your perspective on prayer? 

• How do you respond to the idea that the trumpets of chapters 8-9 are responses to the prayers 
of the martyrs in 6:9-11? 

• Discuss the intent of the Egyptian plagues and the first four trumpets as offering opportunities 
to repent rather than to destroy.  

• Discuss the tendency Kevin said people have to miss the function of Revelation’s images by 
over-emphasizing the form they take. How does the idea of deception help make sense of the 
images of the sixth trumpet? 

• What’s your response to the interruption and shift from wrath to witness in chapter ten? Why 
is gospel witness more descriptive of Christ’s saving intention than global wrath? How does this 
further reinforce Revelation’s description of Christians being present and engaged in the world, 
rather than seeking isolation and escape from it? 

 
 
 


