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As a young father, I used to pray that my kids wouldn’t drift, Now I pray that if or when they 
drift, they know there’s a deep and solid relationship with me, with God, and with others by 
which they can get back on track. For guidance and hope, we’ll look at a parable known as the 
parable of the prodigal sons.    
 
However, our focus will not be so much on the wandering younger son, but on the Father. 
 
Why? Because many of us are standing in his sandals. They are concerned about the direction 
and condition of our kids' lives. Wondering if they’ll ever come back and what it might take to 
turn their hearts toward home again. 
 

How do we parent prodigals? 
 
1. Be honest about the pain. - Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his 
property between them.” – Luke 15:11-12  
 
The pain it’s causing you. –  Don’t put up a front. 

• In many cases, the real tragedy in a family with rebellious children isn’t that their 
parents hurt for them, but that their parents are embarrassed of them. – Russell Moore 

 
The pain it’s bringing them. – “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ – Luke 15:21 
 
Don't look the other way. 
 
2. Let them go – “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  – Luke 15:13 
 
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything. – Luke 15:14-16 
 
When dealing with those wandering away from the faith, we must recognize that sometimes 
they’ll not start evaluating the deep questions of their lives until they find themselves in a 
situation where they don’t know what to do.  
 
“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us 
in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to rouse 
a deaf world.” – C.S. Lewis 



3. Keep the way back open - “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back 
to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up 
and went to his father. – Luke 15:17-20 
 

• You cannot use power and position to get back in. But you can serve them selflessly and 
see what happens. Service opens the door back to you, should they ever want to walk 
through it.  
 

• We must be the sort of parents and grandparents and churches who have kept open 
every possible connection so that our prodigals will know how to get back home. 

 
4. Never, ever, ever give up. - “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

• Prayer – prayer is assumed in this story since the Father's reaction is one of realized 
anticipation.  

• Help – This was a community-wide event for the Father. Lean on and into the help from 
the Body of Christ. 

• Kindness – It is the kindness of God that brings us to repentance. (Romans 2:4). This 
doesn’t mean you act as if nothing is wrong, but you treat them with dignity and 
respect. 

• Patience – This will not happen overnight, and it may not be consistent at first. 
 
5. Re-establish expectations - “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. – Luke 15:22 
 

• Rejecting the son’s offer to come as a servant and receiving him as a son is a surprising 
blessing and a serious expectation. There is higher accountability for sons than for 
servants. The blessings of reconciliation also include responsibility.  

• Forgiveness and restoration are processes with expectations, responsibilities, and 
boundaries (see Kevin’s series entitled, Released) 

 
6. Celebrate - Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son 
of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. – 
Luke 15:23-24 
 
There was a party over the return of the lost sheep, a party over finding the lost coin. There is 
celebration, not condemnation when what was lost has been found. Rejoining results in 
rejoicing, in heaven, and on earth!  
 
 
Questions to Ponder 



 
Note: There was so much more to say and so many additional insights on this topic in verses 25-
31 (the older brother). We had to limit the message to the younger brother for time’s sake, but 
Kevin will talk about the older brother on the podcast this week!   
 

• This is no doubt, one of the most painful realities in parenting. Why then do so parents 
put up a front “everything is okay” especially among fellow Christians when things go 
south with our kids? 

• Discuss why denial of the pain (to ourselves and to our kids) is so common. 

• How do you respond to the advice to let prodigals go? 

• Brainstorm some practical ways to keep the way back open. Specifically, how to keep a 
connection with prodigals. How do you respond to Kevin’s emphasis on kindness?  

• The story doesn’t give a time frame on how long the son was gone/how long the Father 
waited. Talk about the necessity and difficulty of patience with prodigals. 

• Discuss the Father’s rejection of the son’s request as a message of both reconciliation 
AND responsibility. How can we walk the line of acceptance and accountability? 

• Share some experiences of celebration over a prodigal returning. Encourage and 
support those who are still waiting, hoping, and praying for such a celebration to 
happen. 


