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We live in a world of options. Most of the time our options are chosen based on personal preferences. 
With so many options available, we can tailor a product or experience to fit us to a tee. This is okay 
when choosing a car color, red or green chile, or some other consumable, but what happens when we 
want options for things that are important, or even eternal? Today’s world brings countless options to 
our fingertips. Religions, life choices, commitments, virtues, truth, and other pivotal realities are now 
treated like options on a menu. 
 
Revelation has a way of reducing countless preferred options down to two powerful realities. There is 
the way of the Lamb and the way of the Dragon. That’s it. There are real consequences for the path 
you choose. Revelation 14 puts the realities before us with two powerful metaphors, followed by the 
amazing reality behind why we get the gift of a choice at all.  
 
1. The Principle of the Path: Direction Determines Destination 
 

• Who are you following? Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount 
Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 
2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of 
thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new 
song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn 
the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did 
not defile themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They follow the Lamb wherever he 
goes. They were purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the 
Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless. - Revelation 14:1-5 
 

o Who we really trust is determined by who we depend on to provide. 
o The reference to “defilement with women” is not as misogynistic as it first sounds. Holy 

warriors were to abstain from sex for the duration of their campaign. To follow such an 
order was to present oneself “pure” for battle. It was disobedience that made the action 
defiling, not women. 

 

• Who are you listening to? – What directions are you following? - Then I saw another angel 
flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to 
every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the 
earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 
8 A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’ which made all the 
nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” 
 



o Babylon and Rome are two powers that destroyed the Temples. Babylon references 
Rome here, but also symbolizes any other power opposing Christ and his people. 
Knowing that Babylon is doomed to fall warns against placing confidence in it. 

 
 9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and 
 its image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10 they, too, will drink 
 the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They 
 will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 
 11 And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or 
 night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of 
 its name. This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his 
 commands and remain faithful to Jesus.”  
  
 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
 from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
 them.”  - Revelation 14:6-13 
 

o We can neither dismiss the reality of the judgement, nor can we close off the reality of 
hope.  

 
2. The Law of the Harvest: You Reap what you sow.  You reap more than you sow.  You reap longer 
than you sow.  
 
Here we are confronted with two possibilities: the hope of salvation (represented by the grain harvest), 
or the threat of judgement (represented by the grape harvest). 
 

• What’s your fruit reveal about your roots? - I looked, and there before me was a white 
cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son of man with a crown of gold on his head 
and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a 
loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time 
to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So he who was seated on the cloud 
swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. - Revelation 14:12-16 
 

o Promises are meant to assure us. Assurance is better than anxiety. 
 
 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still 
 another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice 
 to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes 
 from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, 
 gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20 They were 
 trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as 
 the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia. – Revelation 14:17-20 
 

o Warnings are meant to disrupt us. Disruption is better than destruction. 



3.  The tenacity of Grace. Christ never stops calling while the clock is running. - I saw in heaven 
another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them 
God’s wrath is completed.  
 

o Here is another exit on the path to destruction. Here is another chance to re-plant 
your roots. God does not want the nations of the world deceived into alliances with 
the powers of evil, but neither does he want the nations to be destroyed. Instead 
God’s desire is for change, so that the nations join in the celebration of grace. 

 
 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those 
 who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They 
 held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 
 

o God’s people are not singing here about their own deliverance but are celebrating 
God’s position as King (who are you following?). Unlike Exodus 15 where the focus is 
on the destruction of their enemies, Revelation 15 focuses on the conversion of the 
world. 

 
 “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of 
 the nations. 4 Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. 
 All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” – 
 Revelation 15:1-4 (Phrases in this song are from Psalm 111:2,3; Deut. 32:4; Jer. 10:7; Psalms 
 86:9; 98:2.) 
 

o Repeating visions of heavenly celebration stresses that this is the future John 
desires. This is where the Lamb wants people to be. (see Revelation 4:8,11; 5:9-14; 
7:9-17; 11:15-18). Is this where you’re headed?  

 
Questions to Ponder 

• Compare the opening verses and their description of being “redeemed” and “bought” with 
chapter 13’s description of those who refused the mark of the beast not being able to buy and 
sell. How would this encourage John’s original readers? How does it speak to you? 

• The principle of the path is very simple (direction, not intention, determines destination). Why 
then is it so easy to confuse direction and intention? How does the text make the distinction 
clear? 

• Talk about the nature of the promises and warnings in this chapter. They are both pretty vivid. 
Why do we tend to be okay with vivid images contained in promises, but bristle with the vivid 
images in warnings? 

• How have you used potent warnings in an effort to bring about change? 

• Talk about the law of the harvest. How does it confront us with short-term and long-term 
reality? How can this cut through our “instant gratification” culture? 

• Before the last set of plagues, there is another chance to repent! Just spend some time 
pondering, discussing, or otherwise processing the sheer tenacity of grace. 



• Talk about the importance of the fact that the redeemed are not singing about their personal 
deliverance, nor are they celebrating the destruction of enemies, but are instead, praising God 
for his Kingship and celebrating the nation’s response to the angels’ message in Revelation 14. 
How does this challenge and shape our posture as Christians toward people with whom we 
disagree, people we don’t understand, or even people we consider to be enemies? 


