
One way? No way! 1 John 4:1-10 
 
The exclusive claims of Christianity are often a reason for objection. When you realize that exclusive 
claims have a deep tendency to erode peace and create division on earth. What are the options? 
 
 Last week we examined some of the problems with objective claims, and two options often used to 
address them. Those options, however, proved to be unsustainable and self-defeating. 
 
1. Keep it down: Call for the weakening and disappearance of Christianity. 
2. Keep it to yourself: Do not seek to convert others and do not bring faith into the realm of public 
discourse. 
 
Those options, however, proved to be unsustainable and self-defeating. Everybody has a set of 
exclusive beliefs. The question is which set of exclusive beliefs produces the most inclusive, peace-
loving, reconciling, and redemptive behavior? 
 
That’s where the third option comes in; it’s Christianity itself... 
 
Keep it unique. – The uniqueness of the Christian gospel and its promotion of peace and 
reconciliation in a world divided by religion. It’s what is different about Christianity that makes all 
the difference! 
 

• Jesus has come to make the way. - 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come... – 1 John 4:2-3 

o Has come – not born. Means he was somewhere else before he was here on earth. 
Other religions founder is a human being only, Christianity says that in Jesus of Nazareth 
God comes into the world. 

 

• Jesus has come to give life. – “in the flesh” Restoration of this material world. 
o Other religions see the purpose of salvation to liberate you from the physical, the flesh, 

the material.  
▪ Eastern – freed from flesh through levels of consciousness 
▪ West – Flesh is real, but bad. Through moral activity and behavior you can 

escape this world and go to heaven. 
 

o In Christianity Jesus comes to redeem all of humanity – spiritual and material, and all of 
creation as well. In his birth, he receives a body. In his resurrection, we see the purpose 
of God is not to escape the body, but redeem it. Not escape and abandon this world, but 
redeem and renew it.  
 

o “Biblical salvation lies not in an escape from this world but in the transformation of this 
world...  You will not find hope for the world in any of the religious systems or 
philosophies of humankind...  The Biblical vision is unique. No faith holds out a promise 



of eternal salvation for the world — the ordinary world — that the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ do.”- Dr. Vinoth Ramachandra 

 

• Jesus has come to meet us truly where we are. – Reconciliation Love for those who don’t love 
back. - 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

 
o The difference of Grace – Not saved by performance. No superiority. 

▪ Not saved because you’re wise, good, and virtuous, performing the truth, you’re 
saved because Jesus has lived out the truth, wisdom, virtue, and goodness of 
God and you don’t receive salvation until you understand you’re not better than 
everyone else because you are a sinner and you need grace. 
 

▪ Other systems lead you to believe that you’re better than the people that don’t 
believe the right things. I AM NOT SUPERIOR! 

 
▪ The gospel humbles you before the people you’re called to engage. 

 
o The difference of Reconciliation  

▪ We pray that God’s Kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven and work with 
God to bring the Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. I AM NOT SEPERATED! 
 

▪ "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry 
and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I 
have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too 
will prosper." - Jeremiah 29:5-7 
 

▪ Humbles you before people and calls you to serve them. 
 

o The difference of Jesus. - Jesus shows us who God is. 
▪ Your founders’ claims as God can make you superior and self-righteous. It didn’t. 
▪ Greco-Roman religious inclusivity: a god for everyone. Inclusive claims – 

exclusive community 
 

• Christianity makes exclusive claims, while promoting an inclusive 
community. 

No mix of poor – xians did 
Jews didn’t mix races – xians did 
Oppressed and objectified women – xians didn’t 
Isolated those with problems – xians didn’t 

 



• “And the thing that really cooked people’s noodles wasn’t the question ‘is Jesus like God?’ it 
was ‘What if God is like Jesus?’  ‘What if God is not who we thought?’ What if the most reliable 
way to know God is to look at how God chose to reveal himself in Jesus? – Nadia Boltz-Weber 

 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God … For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” – Colossians 1:15, 19 
   
In Jesus, ultimate has become visible: God appeared in Jesus – a man on a cross, loving people who 
didn’t love him. Forgiving people who abused him, serving people who opposed him. When this 
ultimate reality is was taken into the heart of one’s life you won’t be an agent of division, hate, 
superiority, or oppression, you’ll be instead an agent of reconciliation, redemption, resurrection, 
peace. You take on the heart of the One who is the way, truth, and life. 
 

 
Questions to Ponder 
On one hand, it would seem the best way to address the exclusive claims of Christianity might be to 
minimize or dismiss them, as Theological Liberalism does. On the other hand, one might use the 
exclusive claims as a wall of separation, as Separatist Fundamentalism does. This message does 
neither. It demonstrates the exclusive uniqueness of Christianity while emphasizing the inclusive spirit 
of Christianity.   
 
Discuss why the extremes of Liberalism and Fundamentalism are often more popular, or even easier 
than the approach of this message? How would you describe the approach of this message? Did you 
find it helpful?  
 
For a brief overview of Liberalism, check out this article by Dr. James Heidinger 
http://www.seedbed.com/5-marks-of-theological-liberalism/ 
 
For a brief overview of Militant, Divisive, and Separatist Fundamentalism, check out this article from 
The Gospel Coalition https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/evangelical-history/2016/06/14/the-four-
phases-of-protestant-fundamentalism-in-america/ 
 

• Why do you think John was so intentional in specifying Jesus coming “in the flesh?” What does 
this say about the importance of the humanity of Jesus? What does it say about the importance 
of physical creation itself? 

• In what ways do you see modern Christianity minimize or underemphasize a healthy theology 
of the body, or of physical creation? 

• Discuss the quote from Vinoth Ramachandra. How does this perspective challenge some of the 
escapist/separatist views held by some modern-day Christians? 

• Do you agree that the grace of Jesus eliminates any sense of superiority? Why then do many in 
churches still approach outreach in a condescending way? How did it impact you when Kevin 
said that some of the people we reach might actually be morally superior to us? 

http://www.seedbed.com/5-marks-of-theological-liberalism/
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/evangelical-history/2016/06/14/the-four-phases-of-protestant-fundamentalism-in-america/
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/evangelical-history/2016/06/14/the-four-phases-of-protestant-fundamentalism-in-america/


• Does your God look like Jesus? Why did this freak out the first century people? Why does this 
question still get under people’s skin? 

• In your own words, how would you address the concern over the exclusive claims of 
Christianity?  


