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When we pray the Lord’s prayer, have you really considered what is meant by the phrase “Your 
Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven?” Some believe this to mean that we look for the world and 
those in it to be destroyed. However, Revelation actually shows us that Jesus’ work has always been 
intended to redeem and restore what sin and death have sought to destroy. If “Kingdom Come” has in 
mind restoration, then what is our role as followers of Christ in this world? 
 
The trumpets of wrath in chapters 8-9 did not result in people turning away from their rebellious 
actions and attitudes toward God, they didn’t awaken anyone from their deception, nor did they 
alleviate the hostility and persecution toward the people following the Lamb. This why we observed in 
the previous message that “Wrath doesn’t change hearts. Witness can.”   
 
Just before the seventh and final trumpet brings the curtain down on the earth, there is an 
interruption. John is given a message and re-commissioned to bear witness to that message. What he 
records provided both clarity and direction to the first recipients of Revelation, and for us as well. It’s a 
call to be witnesses of the Gospel in this world; Witnesses who raise heaven and raze hell.  
 
As Jesus came to earth to bear witness to the Gospel, this passage empowers and encourages 
Christians from the time of Jesus’ ascension to his return, and every Christian in between, to bring 
heaven to the real world through our witness. How does our calling as witnesses shape how we see our 
place in and ministry to this world? 
 

1. A persevering community in the world. - I was given a reed like a measuring rod and 

was told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, with its worshipers. 2 But exclude the outer 
court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 
42 months. -  Revelation 11:1-2 
 

• To best understand the Scriptures, it is important to read in light of the passage’s literary genre. 
This is what it should mean to read the Bible “literally”. I’ve posted a supplemental podcast that 
unpacks this. Just search “Calvary Baptist Las Cruces” wherever you get your podcasts. 

 
A literal rebuilt Temple is a possible interpretation of this text, though not without significant 
problems. 

• Inconsistent with symbolic language of people as Temple in Revelation and elsewhere in NT. 

• Would not have been relevant to original audience in Asia minor. 
 
A more plausible interpretation is that the Temple here represents the Christian community 
persevering in an increasingly hostile world. 
 

• The recipients would already be listening and thinking symbolically. 
o Lion/Lamb – Christ 



o Horses –  
o Lampstands – churches 

 

• This would be consistent with other temple symbolism in Revelation 
o I will make you pillars in the temple 3:12 
o Named for God’s own city 13:6 
o Called priests in 1:6, 5:10 

 

• Temple as people was a common metaphor in NT. 
o 1 Cor. 3:16 – Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 

your midst? 
o 2 Cor. 6:16 - What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are 

the temple of the living God. 
o Eph. 2:19-21 - you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 

people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole 
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  

o 1 Peter 2:4-12 - As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen 
by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house[a] to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 

• Recipients were familiar with numerical symbols 
o 7 as completion 
o 12 as God’s people 
o 6 as imperfection 
o 3.5 as a span of limited oppression 

▪ 1 Kings 18:1 – drought (Luke 4:25, James 5:17) 
▪ Daniel 7:25, 9:27, 12:7 
▪ Rev. 11:1-2 trample temple 
▪ Rev. 11:9-11 – witnesses in streets 
▪ Rev. 12:6 threaten faith 
▪ Rev. 12:14 woman flees 
▪ Rev. 13:5 beast oppresses saints 

 

• Revelation borrows from Daniel’s figures (3.5 years, 42 months, 1,260 days) not to tell us the 
length of time, but to inform us of the kind of time, that the era of the church is characterized 
by great suffering, as in Daniel’s tribulation.” – Craig Keener 
 

• It would have made local and immediate sense to the persecuted recipients. 
 



• This “temple” is made of “living” stones and human “pillars”. While evil breaches the perimeter, 
the temple itself, like a keep, has been measured and marked out as an active community of 
persevering presence in the world. But we don’t stay huddled in the temple. 

 
2. A prophetic witness to the world.  And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will 

prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 They are “the two olive trees” and the two 
lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of the earth.” 5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes 
from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6 
They have power to shut up the heavens so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; 
and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as 
often as they want. 
 
7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack 
them, and overpower and kill them. 8 Their bodies will lie in the public square of the great city—which 
is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified. 9 For three and a half days 
some from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 10 
The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because 
these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth. 
 
11 But after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their 
feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on. - 
Revelation 11:3-12 
 

• The threat of the community being overwhelmed by hostility does not mean that the faithful 
retreat. 

• Represent the prophetic witness of the church. (11:4, 1:20 – lampstands) 

• The witnesses represent the prophetic ministry of God’s people throughout many periods: 
o Lamps/olive trees: Zerubbabel and Joshua – Zechariah 3:1-4:14 
o Fire out of mouth – Jeremiah 5:14 – bore witness during Babylonian siege. 
o Fire from heaven/shut up sky – Elijah – 1 Kings 17:1, 18:38, 2 Kings 1:10 
o Blood and plagues – Moses 
o Death, Resurrection, Ascension – Jesus 
o “Faithful witness” Jesus, Antipas, vindication through resurrection 

 

• Why 2? 
o Sent out in pairs 
o Allusions to Zerubbabel and Joshua – 2 representatives 
o Contrasts with two evil leaders in 13:11-12 
o Biblical rules of evidence called for two witnesses for valid testimony. 

 

• In what spirit do witnesses call people to repent? “If you preach judgement without tears, you 
don’t have Christ’s spirit.” – Tim Keller quoting Francis Schaeffer 



 

• The vindication of the witness’ message came from God in their resurrection. Our vindication 
may never occur in our lifetime. 

 
3. A dramatic reversal by the world.  - At that very hour there was a severe earthquake 

and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.14 The second woe has passed; the third 
woe is coming soon. - Revelation 11:13-14 
 

• The reversals in numbers indicate the scope of the world’s response to the testimony of the 
witnesses.  

o What wrath said would destroy a third of the earth, destroys only a tenth of the city. 
o Isaiah 6:13 – Only a tenth would survive / Amos 5:3 – nine-tenths would be destroyed. 
o Revelation 11:13 – A tenth follow the beast. 
o 1 Kings 19:18 – 7,000 in all Israel follow God. Revelation 11:13 – 7,000 follow the beast. 

 

• The conversion of the nations, not their destruction, is God’s will for the world. 
 

4. A Kingdom established on this world. - The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and 

there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders, who 
were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “We give 
thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great 
power and have begun to reign. 18 The nations were angry, and your wrath has come. The time has 
come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your people who revere 
your name, both great and small—and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 19 Then God’s 
temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there came 
flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a severe hailstorm. – Revelation 
11:15-19 
 

• When the seventh trumpets sounds, instead of hearing about destruction, we hear the 
Halleluiah chorus. Why? 

 
“Who are and who were” – Omission of future tense indicates the end has arrived. 
 

• The coming of God’s Kingdom does not simply mean that people are plucked from the mire of 
this world to find safety in heaven. The Creator seeks the liberation of the world itself from the 
forces that hold it captive (Romans 8:18-25) 

 
Is the seventh trumpet the third woe? It depends on who you follow. 
 



• God’s Kingdom does not bring the destruction of the world, but the destruction of “those who 
destroy the earth” (11:18). 

 
The appearance of the ark indicates that people should prepare to meet God. Such a meeting will bring 
blessing or judgement. The ark is a symbol of imminent hope or impending threat. One day, the 
Kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven. In the meantime, you have a choice. Follow the coming 
King by grace or face the conquering King in judgement. It’s your move. 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Kevin began by pointing out the confusion over what it means to read the Bible “literally.” More 
will be discussed on the podcast, but have you stopped to consider the various literary styles in 
Scripture? 

• Many Christians believe the temple in chapter 11 must be interpreted to mean an actual 
temple rebuilt in Jerusalem. Is such a reading necessary in light of the repeated references to 
the Christian community as a temple? 

• How does the idea that the Temple represents the Christian community in the world carry 
forward the message of Christian engagement in the world found elsewhere in the Bible? 

• Discuss the quote that “Revelation borrows from Daniel’s figures (3.5 years, 42 months, 1,260 
days) not to tell us the length of time, but to inform us of the kind of time, that the era of the 
church is characterized by great suffering, as in Daniel’s tribulation.” How does this help make 
sense of the message of the text? 

•  What do you think of the description of the two witnesses? How did the Tim Keller video help 
convey the attitude by which we are called to be witnesses? 

• How do you respond to the dramatic reversal of the world? How does the flipping around of 
numbers from what was prophesied to what actually happens convey mercy and compassion in 
the midst of judgement? 

• Once again, Revelation conveys a message that speaks of the church being present in the world 
until the Kingdom comes. How are you processing this reality in light of so much other teaching 
that has the church removed from the earth? 

• Discuss the ark as both a source of hope and threat. What is it to you? 


