
Not So Short Stories 

 Luke 24, John 20-21—Mike Lujan 

We are living in crazy times. I don’t really know what to make of it and it seems that every day I wake up 

to a new problem. We have faith in a great God, yet when I look around at everything going on, I can’t 

help but feel everything but hopeful.  

Christians should feel hopeful, right? But when we look around at the world and see issues like racism, 

politics, not to mention a global pandemic forcing us to adjust to new living situations, where are we 

supposed to see this hope? 

Today’s “story” isn’t a traditional one. We’ll be looking at the time right around when Jesus returned 

after he was crucified. It’s a moment in the Bible that I think we overlook, or at least overlook certain 

elements of the story. 

The disciples followed Jesus around for a few years as he did his earthly ministry. Surely, after Jesus’ 

death on the cross the disciples were bold and brave with their faith, right? When hope felt like it was 

literally snatched from the world, the disciples still had faith and trusted that Jesus was Lord and 

continued working his ministry and building up his church, right? I mean, right? 

In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with 

the doors locked because of their fear of the Jews. Then Jesus came, stood among them, and 

said to them, “Peace to you!” 20 Having said this, He showed them His hands and His side. So 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” – John 20:19-21 

But one of the Twelve, Thomas (called “Twin”), was not with them when Jesus came. 25 

So the other disciples kept telling him “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “If I don’t 

see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand 

into His side, I will never believe!” 

26 After eight days His disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with them. Even 

though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace to you!” 27 

Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it into My side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.” 

28 Thomas responded to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said, “Because you have 

seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed.” - John 20:24-29 

 What were the disciples doing when Jesus returned? They were hiding. They were scared and 

locked themselves indoors for fear of being captured and probably executed by the Jews. We 

can learn so much from the very human reaction to hopelessness and doubt that the disciples 

go through. 

 We see how a few other followers reacted in Luke: 

And while they were discussing and arguing, Jesus Himself came near and began to walk 

along with them. 16 But they were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 Then He asked them, 



“What is this dispute that you’re having with each other as you are walking?” And they stopped 

walking and looked discouraged. 

18 The one named Cleopas answered Him, “Are You the only visitor in Jerusalem who 

doesn’t know the things that happened there in these days?” 

19 “What things?” He asked them. So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was a Prophet powerful in action and speech before God and all the people, 20 

and how our chief priests and leaders handed Him over to be sentenced to death, and they 

crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that He was the One who was about to redeem Israel. 

Besides all this, it’s the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from 

our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23 and when they didn’t find His body, 

they came and reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 

didn’t see Him.” 

25 He said to them, “How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the 

prophets have spoken! 26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and enter into His 

glory?” – Luke 24:15-25 

It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him, but He 

disappeared from their sight. – Luke 24:30-31 

 

What is the point of all this? What can we possibly learn from these moments of the disciples living in 

fear and doubt? 

As we face our own time of uncertainty, I think it’s important that we learn from their human reaction. 

1. You Are Human 

 We are called to follow a great God, but you are not Him 

 Jesus was perfect, and he is the one who we follow because our hope is to become more 

like him 

 However, the Bible is filled with imperfect people and I believe it’s a mistake to look past 

their stories of failure, consequences, and sometimes redemption 

 We must be careful that we don’t get so caught up in trying to be like Jesus that we forget 

that the whole reason he had to be given up as a sacrifice is because we needed to be saved 

Moments of humans being human 

• David—Commits adultery and sends a man off to be killed (2 Samuel 11) 

• Moses—Disobeys God after getting out of Egypt (Numbers 20) 

• John the Baptist—Questions whether Jesus is the Messiah, or if he should expect someone else 

(Matthew 11) 

• Peter—Denies Jesus three times to save his own life (Matthew 26) 



• Thomas—Doubts Jesus’ return, even after the other disciples him they’ve seen him (John 20) 

“Few subjects are characterized by more misunderstandings than this one. Contrary to popular 

opinion, doubt is not always sin. Neither is it necessarily the opposite of faith nor the product of weak 

faith. It is experience by many believers in Scripture, such as Abraham, Job, David, Jeremiah, and John 

the Baptist. And almost all believers, as well as unbelievers, experience doubt at times. As strange as it 

seems, doubt can produce positive results, and many doubters are very much in love with the Lord.” – 

Gary R. Habermas 

Great, we’re human and that means we’re a hot mess and broken. Now what? Well, it’s important to 

remember who we serve and follow because Jesus is bigger than our brokenness. 

2. Jesus Works Through Our Brokenness 

 Jesus doesn’t dismiss the disciples when they have their doubts 

 He doesn’t turn Thomas away because he needed proof 

 He doesn’t give up on the disciples because they were scared and hiding 

 God uses broken people and works through their brokenness to show His power and glory 

 All the people listed earlier did great things in the name of the Lord, regardless of their 

broken and disobedient behavior 

 God isn’t stumped on how to use you if you have doubts, or if you’ve sinned 

 It is imperative that we admit to our brokenness, however 

“When the Pharisees complained to his disciples that he was eating and drinking with tax 

collectors and sinners, he answered: ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, both those who 

are sick’ (Luke 5:31), which means that, unless you are ready to acknowledge that you are sick, Jesus is 

not for you!” – Justo L. Gonzalez 

 We can’t accept grace if we don’t accept first that we need it, just like you can’t accept help 

from a doctor if you never visit one 

 We don’t have it together as humans, and Jesus knows that and he doesn’t expect us to 

 What he expects is that in our fears and doubts we turn to him, not to our own 

understanding and finite wisdom 

It’s okay to feel a little more broken than usual right now. It’s okay to not know how you feel and tackle 

everything day-by-day. Jesus is still in control and he still cares for and values each of you. He hasn’t 

dismissed you or turned away from you. He still wants to be the solution and the helping hand that gets 

us through this, even if he must drag us out. 

 

Some questions for extra thoughts 

1. What other lessons do you think we can learn from studying the humans in the Bible? 

2. Do you think it’s important to study a person’s entire life recorded in the Bible? Why or why 

not? 

3. Do you agree with Gonzalez when he says, “…unless you are ready to acknowledge that you are 

sick, Jesus is not for you?” Do you need to admit that you’re sicker than you let on? 

4. Why do you think Christians tend to try and hide their brokenness? 


