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Last week we found Habakkuk upset and anguished, but boldly and honestly wrestling with God. He cries out 
again in prayer. God, in his grace and wisdom tells Habakkuk to wait and to be faithful. 
 
Wait, what? Just wait? Just wait!?!? 
 
The Bible repeatedly tells God’s people in troubled times to wait, while also telling us to be faithful in doing so. 
But what does that mean? Isn’t waiting a waste of time, or worse, a code word for “Christianized Laziness?”  
 
How exactly DO we faithfully wait on God? 
 
1. Choose, practice, and learn patience - 3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end 
and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it;    
 
Be patient, don’t stop waiting. Rather than giving up and blowing up, you’re patient.  
 
“I wish I could” As if it needed to happen to me. Bible talks of patience as a deliberate act; something we 
choose to practice and develop. How?   
 

• Seize the benefit of Humility - Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that 
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
15Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16As it is, you boast 
in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. – James 4:13-15 

 
o Anger, despair, worry, and fear are reactions that arise out of an assumption that you know it 

all. You don’t. - Lay down the burden of your own assumed omniscience. There is value in 
uncertainty. 

 

• Seize the opportunity in the obstacle. - When you meet disappointment with patience, it can turn you 
into someone stronger, deeper, more mature, more peaceful; a person of character. A person that is 
better. 
 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.- James 1:3-4 

 
we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.- Romans 5:3 
 
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. - Job 23:1 

 
• Difficulty and pressure will either make you better or bitter. It’s up to you.   



2. Seek and get perspective - I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts (tower) – Habakkuk 
2:1 
 

• Towers are there to see better. The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are 
safe. – Proverbs 18:10 

 
Running to wait and hide, worry, fret, and closed off in fearful isolation. This is running to wait and see, learn, 
grow, understand; in confident preparation. 
 
Too many of us view God’s character through the perspective of our circumstances, rather than viewing our 
circumstances through the perspective of God’s character. 
 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. – 
Romans 8:18   Paul, who suffered much, wrote this!! 
 
I’m scared, I’m sick, I’m in debt, I’m a mess. 
 
Waiting is less about taking refuge from what we fear, and more about taking refuge in God, where our fears 
are faced in perspective and peace.  
 
 
3. Don’t waste the wait. - I will stand at my watch 
There is responsibility in waiting. You are a sentry and you cannot leave your post. 
 

• Don’t bail on what helps you. You may be weary, you may be confused, you may feel empty ... you are 
still actively waiting. 

 
Waiting / serve – you do what you are called to even when if you don’t feel like it. 
 
“Granny, what do you do when you don’t feel like praying?” “I keep praying until I do” 
 

o “If we seem to get no good by attempting to draw near to Him, we may be sure we will get 
none by keeping away from Him.” – John Newton 

 
• Don’t begin what will hurt you. 

You treat the hurt with a quick hit. Food, sex, money, gossip. Feels good at first, then worse.  
 

• Take the next right step and plant your foot there. 
 

o “I will keep the law given by God; sanctioned by man ... Laws and principles are not for the 
times when there is no temptation: they are for such moments as this ... with my veins 
running fire, and my heart beating faster than I can count its throbs. Foregone 
determinations are all I have this hour to stand by: there I plant my foot."  - Charlotte 
Bronte, Jane Eyre, p.270-271 

  



 
4. Wait on the Lord. Period. - I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this 
complaint 
 
He is waiting on the Lord, not the Lord’s things. Little Job 
 
Does Job serve God for nothing? He’s loves you only for what he gets from you. Job 1 - All of us begin our 
relationship with God this way, but it can’t stay this way. 
 
When I was young I loved when my great-grandparents would visit because they would always bring me 
gifts.  I couldn’t wait to see what they brought me.  It was even better when I would spend summers with 
them because I had tons of fun, little responsibility and was spoiled rotten.  However, as I grew up, it wasn’t 
the gifts I sought.  I just wanted to see their faces, to hear their voices, to experience the embrace of my great-
grandmother’s hugs.  I no longer longed for the gifts because as I matured I realized they were the gift.  The 
same is true with our relationship with God.  When we are younger believers we seek God’s hand and what He 
can do for us.  As we grow and mature, we realize that God is the gift and we begin to seek His face and not 
His hand.  – Dennis Garcia 
 
Love him for who he is in himself. It’s only when we get to the place of loving when it does nothing to benefit 
us that we have truly learned to love. This is only developed in and through difficult times. 
 

• When the dark night of the soul is upon you. It becomes evident if you intend to be a servant of 
God, or for God to be your servant. When the darkness lifts you will find a peace, poise, confidence, 
humility, and a faith in God that you’ve never had before. 

 
Maturing faith is when I no longer need to get anything out of God because I realize I have God himself and he 
has me forever.  
 
5. Wait faithfully by waiting actively. - “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the 
righteous person will live by his faithfulness – 2:4    
 
Waiting not as in sitting, but as serving. 
 
I see what worries me, I see what I fear, but my faith is in God, so my waiting faith works. 
 
“ he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 
replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” John 13:4-7 
 
 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will 
dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. – Luke 12:37 
 
When you see him waiting on you in the past and the promise of waiting on us in the future, then our call to 
wait on him now is a real-time, joy filled, gospel-centered life of faithfulness. 
  



 
Questions to Ponder 

• Talk about how patience is not something that you wait to happen to you, but something you 
actively practice. Have you ever thought of patience this way? 
 

• How are Habakkuk’s emotions evidence of “The assumption of knowing it all?” In what ways have 
your emotions arisen from the same assumption? 
 

• Is it uncomfortable to see trials as a way to become better? Why or why not? Why then do you 
think the Bible so often connects one’s improvement to the presence of difficulties? 
 

• Why is perspective so important? If we believe it is, why do so many run into the tower for safety, 
but fail to access the perspective the tower offers when you look from the top? 
 

• Discuss examples of waiting obediently. What are you most tempted to stop doing when trials 
come? What are you most tempted to start doing?  
 

• Discuss John Newton’s quote, “If we seem to get no good by attempting to draw near to Him, we 
may be sure we will get none by keeping away from Him.” 
 

• Talk about the difference between faith in what God does for you and faith in God himself. Why is 
this an important distinction to make? Why is this such an important aspect of Christian maturity 
and formation? How do the examples of the vending machine and Dennis’ Great-Grandmother 
help? Where would you say your faith is ... in what God gives you or in God himself? 
 

• Discuss this question; Does my faith diminish if God seems to do nothing for me. If so, where is my 
faith, really? 
 

• How does the example and hope of the gospel allow us to faithfully wait on God in the darkest 
times?  
 

• Read pastor Kevin’s latest blog post kevinglenn.net/blog. How does his descriptions of 
performance recklessness and prudent risk help frame the way we can practice “activated 
waiting?” 


