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As an American citizen, I’m inspired by the stories of courage, sacrifice, wisdom, 
creativity, and selflessness from brave men and women that allow us to live in the land 
of the free. That freedom, however, does not make life here problem-free. The 
proposed solutions to those problems are the stuff of debate, disagreement, and even 
division between citizens united in their love for country. It gets really tricky when those 
differences occur between citizens with common faith in Jesus.  

Followers of Jesus are at the same time citizens of God’s Kingdom and citizens of this 
country. That can often be a difficult line to walk. What steps can keep us on track as 
citizens of Kingdom and country?  

 

 

1. Remember who is really in charge – 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's 

sake to every authority instituted among men... – 1 Peter 2:13 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 
by God.- Romans 13:1 

• It’s important to keep in mind that God is on his throne no matter who occupies 
seats and offices of power here. 
 

• As citizens and as followers of Jesus, we strive to live, work, and witness in the 
midst of systems, policies, decisions, and people with whom we may or may not 
agree. How do we live in that tension? 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Honor leaders through earnest prayer and honest accountability.  
– ... whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by 
him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right ... 17 Show 
proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
– 1 Peter 2:17 

• Respecting/honoring leaders (or anyone) does not demand we agree with them, 
nor does it give us permission to demonize them, and it certainly doesn’t mean 
we idolize them. It requires practicing a virtue that preserves productive 
interaction: civility. 
 

• “Civility is a virtue that allows us to disagree without denying or destroying the 
common life tomorrow with people we might oppose today. Civility is needed in 
order for us to interact with people we find it the most difficult to respect.” – 
Teresa Bejan 

Pray - I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone--2  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet  lives in all godliness and holiness. 3  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4  
who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.- 1 Timothy 2:1-
4 

• Billy Graham advised a pastor who’d been asked to pray with a president with 
whom he disagreed. He asked Dr. Graham, should I agree to pray for the 
president? Graham replied, “Son, you are a Christian and a pastor – praying is 
what we do.”  
 

• Should we pray for someone with whom we disagree?  

Although he disagreed with Israel selecting a King, Samuel says to Saul and Israel…As for 
me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I 
will teach you the way that is good and right - 1 Samuel 12:23 

• We have the right and even the responsibility to vote our consciences, speak or 
write to leaders, work with candidates, or even become a candidate. But it all 
must be done in a spirit of prayer and respect for present leaders.  

 

 



3. Be a student of politics, not a partisan pawn. - 15 For it is God's will 

that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 

Relationships in our churches, and among family and friends are increasingly strained 
due to the extreme polarization between political parties. Instead of reasoned and 
measured dialogue, outrage has become the expected form of communication, even 
from the Christian community, many of whom give in to the temptation to be defined 
by their political affiliation than by their identity in Christ. This is harming the church’s 
internal unity and external witness.  

“It seems as though politics is the Church’s worst problem. It is her constant temptation, 
the occasion of her greatest disasters, the trap continually set for her by the Prince of 
this world.” – Jaques Ellul 

In his first letter to the young pastor Timothy, Paul warns against “wolves” in the church 
who have a craving for controversy and quarrels, and who feed on constant friction (1 
Timothy 6:3-8).  

• It should go without saying that craving controversy and feeding on friction does 
not make people of faith a light to the culture. Rather, it shows them to be a 
product of the culture.  

Does this mean Christians cannot be involved in a certain party? Not at all, but we must 
not allow the party to do our thinking for us. No party is perfect, so we must think 
biblically, critically, and independently. 

• “Jesus refused to sell out to the religious and political systems of his day. He stood 
in prophetic tension with both, and we as his followers must learn to do the 
same.” – Mike Slaughter - Hijacked: Responding to the Partisan Church Divide. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Recognize when Patriotism is not enough. – 16 Live as free men, but do 

not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; “live as servants of God.”  - 1 Peter 2:16 

While Americans enjoy a lifetime of freedom and civic liberty in our lifetimes, eternal 
freedom of the soul is only possible through Jesus Christ.  

A flag, a uniform, or a birth certificate does not make one right with God. Only the cross, 
the gospel, and the new birth can. 

9And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you 
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at 
the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire. – Matthew 3:7-10 

• Civil religion and Christianity are not one in the same.  
 

5. Live out your dual citizenship. Be in the world, not of the world. – 

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the 
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia … live out your time as 
foreigners here in reverent fear. - 1 Peter 1:1 

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” – Philippians 3:20 

Philippi – Roman colony in Macedonia. 600 miles from Rome, yet citizens of Rome. 

When someone becomes a Christ-follower, they become a citizen of a Kingdom beyond 
this world, yet we are not removed from this world.  

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.- John 17:15-16 

• We remain as agents of influence, representatives – ambassadors. This calls us to 
speak to the issues of our nation based on the values of the Kingdom. Our dual 
citizenship calls us to speak both prophetically and redemptively. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

• This is no doubt a challenging topic. What’s your initial response? 



• What difference does it make to you that God’s authority is unchanging no matter 
who is in a seat of political power? 

• How do you respond to the scripture’s instruction to pray for and respect 
governmental leaders? How will you honor this teaching, even if you disagree 
with their policies?  

• Discuss the virtue of civility as a means to communicate with those we struggle to 
respect. 

• Discuss the blunt challenge to avoid being a partisan pawn. How do you describe 
what a partisan pawn looks like? In what ways have you experienced this?  

• Do you believe it is reasonable to expect Christians to be well-informed on 
political issues? Why or why not?  

• How do you respond to the notion that Patriotism can become substitute for 
Christianity? How can this distinction be made clear without disrespecting God or 
our country? 

• Does your theology inform your political ideas, or do your politics dictate your 
theology? Why is this such an important distinction?  

• What do you think needs to happen for Christians to live as ambassadors of the 
Kingdom within our country? 


